CHAPTERI

I ntroduction

This chapter covers the introduction of the presgatly. It consists of
nine sections: background of the study, researastopns, aims of the study,
significance of the study, scope of the study, dbgct of the study, research
methodology, data collection, data analysis, ozmtron of the paper and

clarification of the key terms.

1.1 Background

The role of a woman as participant in society igrdaresting issue. It is
because she takes part in developing society asdandual. People can see it
through a woman’s role in context of relationshipttb women existence in
domestic sphere and public sphere. As cited ini@®(Cobuild English Language
Dictionary (1987) that the word domestic means edutand activities are
concerned with the running of a home and familysomeone who is domestic
enjoys being at home and running a family. As Fareésl work The Feminine
Mystiquethat the construction of women at feminism pettloat a woman loses
her identity in domestic sphere (as cited in Kamtl). She says that a woman
loses identity in doing domestic activities inclugihomemaking or taking care
the children in domestic sphere. From that ideapaan as participant in society
is allowed to participate in filling her life withleasures as professionals in public

sphere.



Context of relationship in domestic sphere focusefiow a woman deals
with herself who has private desires in having hidfemend how she deals her
personal relationship with others. A woman’s ratecontext of relationship in
public sphere means that a woman has desires indhavofessional job as an
individual in society. Both of domestic sphere guublic sphere are two aspects
that create the construction of a woman who fi#s life in having private desires
through domestic sphere and having professionaledethrough public sphere.

A Woman’s Life a novel written by Rachel Billington, describésee
women characters, Connie, she is the youngest nreafikee large Irish family,
beautiful, cheerful, strong. Nina, she is shy dmsdaughter of army officer. She
marries her boyhood love and has two children. &wes painting a lot.
However, in the end she realizes that her lifentildilled without painting. Fay,
she is an ambitious doctor. She marries Ted, gt ggars man younger than her.
The three women characters are interacted each ashbestfriends for fourthy
years. They share about the war happenned atithat their personal problem,
carreer, and life. The setting of the novel ishat dutbreak of World War Il.

After reading the novel, the writer attempts to lgre the novel to see the
three women characters, in regards to how Postismand Popular Culture
perspectives are reflected in the novelMWoman’sLife. To analyze the three
women characters in this novel, the writer empl&gstfeminist and Popular
Culture Perspectives as the theoritical framework.

Kant (n.d) argued about Postfeminism, Postfeminismviewed as a

reaction to feminism; Postfeminism was used in $98® signify a backlash



against second-wave feminism. Postfeminism emerg@880s, as Faludi (1991)
in her bookBacklash: The Undeclared War against American Waqntleat in
1980s feminism has sucessfully redefined feminisrough its terms. In 1980s,
many problems related to the construction of woméniberation Movements are
constructed by the media without reliable evidericied in Women Movements
and Human Rights, n.d).

According to Gamble (2001) Postfeminism expressésxible ideology
which can be adapted to suit individual needs agmlréls. The idea of flexible
ideology refers to the issue AfWoman'’s Lifeabout individual needs and desires
to become a woman. The ideas of Postfeminism apal®oCulture can not be
separated. The role of popular culture emerges lpofiterature. The themes of
popular writings are about popular culture issddé® role of Popular Culture can
be seen in the success female as professional®fi@spional job. According to
McRobbie (2004), the success female in wide ramgétutions, including law,
education and the media shows the achievementsaain@an that brings social
change. The role of a woman as professional shewsutcess in public sphere.

The important point to employ in this study is tkdea argued by Genz
(2010) that Postfeminism is the dillema of a woni@anhave it all'. She argued
that Postfeminism is the dillema of a woman who &Esires in having
professional job and rewarded homelife altogetfBanz (2010) states the idea
that a woman faces her dilemma in filling her liféh pleasures in domestic and

public sphere.



Based on the explanation above, it is possibléAfsWoman’s Lifdo find
out how Postfeminist and Popular Culture Perspestare reflected through the

three women characters.

1.2 Resear ch Questions

To conduct the research, the writer formulates fthilowing research

question:

1. How are Postfeminist and Popular Culture Petspecreflected in the novel

through the three women characters?

1.3 Aimsof the study

Given the research question above, the aims dfttidy is:
1. To see how Postfeminist and Popular Culturepeets/es are reflected in the

novel through the three women characters.

1.4 Significance of the study
The findings of the research are to see how Postismand Popular
Culture Perspectives are reflected through thestim@men characters in the novel

written by Rachel Billington “A Woman'’s Life”.



1.5 Scope of the study
The study will endeavor to see how Postfeminisd &opular Culture
Perspectives are reflected through the three warharacters in a selected novel

written by Rachel Billington “A Woman'’s Life”.

1.6 Theobject of the study

The source of data chosen is the novel entitledW@man’s Life” written
by Rachel Billington (First published in Great Biit in 2002). The main focus to
be analyzed in this research is on the reflectibrPastfeminist and Popular
Culture Perspectives through the three women cteasdn a selected novel

written by Rachel Billington “A Woman'’s Life”.

1.7 Resear ch M ethodology

In conducting the research, the writer employs alit@iive descriptive
method with textual analysis approach to achieeeaims of the study. According
to Bogdan and Taylor (cited in Moleong, 2009), ga#le method produces
decriptive data in forms of written and oral fronvestigated the character. The
writer thinks that qualitative descriptive methagl appropriate for the study
because it can be describe phenomena related temsroharacteristics as in
Rachel Billington’s novel and will need a lot ofsdeiption. The textual analysis
method is conducted to analyze and describe thectiein of Postfeminist and

Popular Culture Perspectives through the three woaoharacters in the novél



Woman'’s Lifeby analyzing the words, phrases, sentences atagdes that are

related to the three women characters as depictéaeinovel.

1.7.1. Data collection

In this study, the data are collected from the hé@v&/oman’s Lifewritten by
Rachel Billington. The technique of this researshnicluded to the data through
the following steps:
1. Reading and re-reading the novel thoroughly éb dgeper understanding of
issues in the story, especially to find out how theee women characters are
constructed in the text and to see how Postfemiarsi Popular Culture
Perspectives are reflected in the novel througtiittee women characters.
2. Finding and reading secondary sources relatethgoresearch to form the
theoritical framework.
3. Highlighting textual evidences from the noveliethare related to the three
women characters are constructed in the text amgskéohow Postfeminist and
Popular Culture Perspectives are reflected in thesinthrough the three women
characters.
4. Categorizing the data, focusing on how the thnemmen characters are
constructed in the text and to see how Postfemiais Popular Culture
perspectives are reflected in the novel througtttiree women characters.

5. Interpreting the data findings.



1.7.2. Data analysis

After collecting the data, it will be analyzed thgh the following stages:
. Reading the novel critically to see how Postfemimsues communicate with
Popular Culture.
. Finding the textual data to support the constractbthree women characters as
evident in the text.
. Finding the textual data to support descriptiorewénts happening to the main
character’s life and the reaction of the three wortgaracters.
. Collecting the textual data by collecting the diples of the three women
characters.

. Interpreting the textual data through reading tbxeehcritically.

. Examine the construction of three women charadtesed on the Postfeminist

and Popular Culture perspectives.
. Discussing the findings and drawing a conclusion.

In this research, the data are taken from the nawioman’s Lifevritten by
Rachel Billington which is related to the constractof three women characters
and Postfeminist and Popular Culture perspectivdge writer uses textual
analysis as an approach to analyze the novel thrtheyfinding and discussion of
textual evidences; the textual evidences consistth® construction of three
women characters and the reflection of Postfemimistt Popular Culture

Perspectives through the three women characters.



1.8 Organization of the paper

The paper of the research will be organized inte éhapters as follows:

Chapter |

This chapter is the introduction that consistshaf background which relates the
novel to the study, research questions, aims o$tilndy, significance of the study,
scope of the study, the object of the study, rebeamethodology, and

organization of the paper.

Chapter I1

This chapter describes the theoritical frameworkhefstudy, containing literature
review which provides information to investigatsearch problems.

Chapter 11

This chapter contains the research method of thdystind description of

procedures in investigating the problem of the aed® including the data

collection and data analysis.

Chapter 1V

This chapter provides finding and discussion, doitg the result of the study
after conducting the research and obtaining theessry data that depicted
including the analysis of the data using theoréfreemework.

Chapter V

This chapter contains the researcher interpretadfotine research findings in a

form of conclusion and suggestion.



1.9 Clarification of the key terms
1. Postfeminist Perspective

According to Susan Faludi in her bestseller boBkcklash: The
Undeclared War Against Womé&tostfeminist Perspectives is viewed as reaction
against second-wave feminism.

Postfeminism gives the impression that equality bhesn achieved and
that feminists can now focuse on something elsieegnt(Mcrobbie, 2004)
2. Feminism Perspective

Cited in The New Oxford Encyclopedic Dictionargnfinism is advocacy
of extended recognition of claims and achievemearitsvomen; advocacy of
women’s right.
5. Popular Culture

The emergence of Popular Culture is highlightedhgyrole of the media.
Strinatri (2004) popular culture is called as masgkure. She says that in 1920s
and 1930s, cultural products such as popular pogssma and radio become the
consumption of mass society.
6. Popular Literature

Popular literature includes those writings intehder the masses and
those that find favour with large audiences. Thawghn of popular literature has
paralleled the spread of literacy through educatod has been facilitated by

technological developments and printing (www.britarcom)



