CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this chapter is to present the imnédion of research background,
research questions, scope of the problems, purpdstte research, significance of the

study, and organizations of the thesis. Each aspiédie presented below:

1.1 Background of Study

In Indonesia most students of non English departrmenrequired to follow one
or two semester English course (even more, depeanisanstitution) and it has been
compulsory subject to be attended by students pffiaids. However, the main goal of
English course are various, besides they are redjwir read English textbooks, they also
have to search the current sources from the ietewhich are mostly written in English,
in order to help their academic studies and a mokdowledge of their major subjects.
That is why, English is very important to be leatrand taught as it is able to explore
through multinational and reveal multitude of Espltextbook.

Due to its importance, the minister of educatios issued and applied regulation
that English should be taught beginning from thenpry schools to university. The 1989
Education law No. 2 and the 1999 Government Reigmain Higher Education No. 60
have accommodated the guarantee that foreign lgegu&specially English, are tools
functioning not only as effective and efficient mesaof interaction but also as the

medium of instruction. Moreover, English is alscluded to develop and disseminate



the technology and arts that would uplift the gyabf life enhanced by the national
cultures.

In connection with its importance, English is corspuy subjects for university
undergraduate students in Indonesia. Moreover, @emg1997) observes, the students
in Indonesia have already been studying Englishatdeast six years at the secondary
level. As the first foreign language, it is not dsss the medium of instruction in non-
English departments. In most universities the ersighaf English teaching and learning
is on reading ability, in order to equip studentthwhe ability to read English textbooks
for educational purposes. However, according to aiah in Nurrohmi - (2006:2) in
Indonesia universities or colleges, English isudeld in the curriculum as a mandatory
subject and given to the students at all deparsnéid states that College English that is
popularly calledMata Kuliah Umum Bahasa Inggris (General English course) is
commonly offered to freshmen in the first two setaeeswith two credit hours

In most universities, including Higher Educatiomstitution of Computer Science
(HECS) in Bandung where this current study was ootedl, English is taught in two
semesters (the first and the second semester). BEGSHS a non-English department
college, thus, the English materials should betéceas ESP where students’ needs to be
able to comprehending English textbook, computersructions, and the like. In this
context, lecturer hold the responsibility to dediiga syllabus and materials.

Up to now, there has not been a lot of study ie televance and the
appropriateness of the syllabus and materials gealvto the students in HECS. This has
led to the researcher’s interest in investigatipgrapriateness and relevance of the

syllabus and materials of English subject to sttglereeds in the research site.



1.2. Research Questions

Based on the background above, this study attehfmeaddress the issue of
appropriateness and relevance of the syllabus aaterimls of English subject to
students’ need at a HECS in Bandung. The main igkttes study is, then, broken down
into the following research questions:
1. What do students need in learning English at HigBducation Institution of

Computer Science in Bandung?

2. Are syllabus and materials used at Higher Educdtietitution of Computer Science

in Bandung relevant to the need of the students?

1.3. Scope of the Study

This study attempts to investigate the needsudfesits which are focused on the
priority of four language skills to be learnt, lears’ needs on grammar, learners’ needs
on reading, and learners’ needs on speaking. lntiaaldthis study tries to reveal the
syllabus and materials provided, as well as thalevance to the needs of students at

HECS.

1.4 Purposes of the Research
There are two major purposes in which the writgreets to find out in relation
with the previous research questions:

1. To find out the needs of students in learning Estgéit HECS.



2. To investigate the relevance of syllabus and na$eto the students’ needs at

HECS.

1.5. Significance of the Study

The result of this study is expected to contritartd give some informative input
to those who concerns in teaching learning profmsson English department at higher
education, especially in ESP context. The findiagshopefully able to give contribution
to the English teacher and another researcher.

1. This information can be used as a basic for therongment in the English
teaching program in ESP, particularly at the redeaite and generally in other
context.

2. This research can give information to those whotwaigarry on another research

in the same field.

1.6 Organization of Thesis

The organization of thesis writing followed “ Pedam Penulisan Karya
lImiah:Laporan Buku, Makalah, Skripsi, Tesis danséasi” published by Universitas
Pendidikan Indonesia (UPI) Bandung.

In accordance with the guideline above, this theési®organized into five
chapters. Chapter one is introduction. Chapter tlescribes as far as theoretical
foundation related to the study is concerned. Ghafitree deals with research site,

participants, research method, stage of the rdsetechniques for collecting data, and



techniques for analysing data. Chapter four presém¢ data finding and discussion.

Chapter five presents conclusions and recommendatio




