CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

This chapter describes the general idea of theeptestudy. The information
covers the background of the study, the researeBtmuns, the aims of the study,
the hypothesis, the scope of the study, the simifie of the study, the research

method, the clarification of terms, and the orgatian of the paper.

1.1.Background of the Study

Vocational school is one of the educational agentdndonesia. The
general goal of this educational agent is to catavskillful human resources.
Skillful human resources here mean the human ressuwho have a certain
capability that can be a resource to compete intbik field. That is why the
students of vocational school are educated andenlawith professional skills
which can be applied in the work field. They argested to get involved
competitively in the area of businesses, econonans, industries (Depdiknas,
2007). Since the global economy always progresses, very important that
vocational students who are set to be professioigdle workers for national and
international companies or institutions need to ehaomprehensive English

communicative competence for encountering the ehg#s of globalization.

Since English in Indonesia is treated as a fordagrguage, most of
Indonesian students, particularly vocational stislefieel that English language is
difficult to learn. It happens because the studdotaot practice English language

in their daily life. They find English only in thdassroom which takes four hours



in a week (Puskur, 2009). This reality causes vooat students rarely use
English as the language they use in daily commtinitaConsequently, the level
of the students’ English achievement or proficiestily needs to be apprehensive

about.

The poorness of English proficiency of Indonesiacational students is
reported through the research conductedPbgat Pengembangan dan Pelatihan
Guru Bahasa Inggris(English Language Teacher Training and Development
Center) in 2004. This research tested the Englishgency of 160 students from
seven publically trusted vocational schools in d@kaBogor, and Bandung
through TOEIC test. The TOEIC test was employedabse this test focuses
more on business English which is appropriate tasuee the English proficiency
of the vocational students who are prepared fonde& middle professional
worker in business area. The result of this re$emdicated that only 40% of the
students belonged to intermediate level and the vesre classified into
elementary and novice level. It shows that the Bhgproficiency level of
Indonesian vocational students seems to requira agention.

Learning a foreign language, the language whiatotscommonly used in
daily life, certainly requires strategies so thabd language proficiency can be
achieved successfully. The strategies here meaifisp@ethods of approaching
a problem or task, modes of operation for achiewngarticular end, or planned
designs for controlling and manipulating certaiformation (Brown, 2001).
Moreover, Oxford (1992) said that the appropridtategies employed by the

students will help out them in overcoming the obl&s or problems that the



students have in learning second or foreign languagd finally the appropriate

employment of language learning strategies wildl¢lae students to reach the
target language mastery. In language studies,tthiegies used by the language
learners are called language learning strategies.

Language learning strategies are identified asipextions, behaviors,
actions, steps, or techniques that students ofitemtionally use to improve their
progress in developing target language skills (GH2003). These strategies can
ease the students to internalize, store, retrievese the new language (Oxford,
1990). Language learning strategies not only hie#pstudents to process and use
the language inputs but also lead the studentsave lhearning autonomy. The
learning autonomy will charge students’ motivatiam learning the target
language outside the classroom. Oxford in VidalO@Ostated that language
learning strategies are a means to control andowvepstudents’ learning efforts
for having communication ability. It means thatdaage learning strategies are a
key to emerge independence and more meaningfuilihear

Each language learner applies different languagenileg strategies.
Oxford (1990) stated that successful language é&armave the ability to organize
and combine particular types of language learnimngteggies in effective ways
according to their own learning needs. Succesafujuage learners also employ
various types of learning strategies than do lassessful learners (Oxford, 1993
in Kyung Ok, 2003). This idea is supported by Hisoglu (2000) who said that
the language learners who are able to apply apjtepand greater variation of

language learning strategies will lead them to hedlseir learning goals



successfully. In line with this issue, Lengkanawa@04) stated that the powerful
role of learning strategies will result in improvstlidents’ learning outcomes. It
means that the employment of various and appr@piiearning strategies is
needed by the language learners for reaching nigim goal in learning language,
namely good language achievements.

At least there are two studies which show thatuagg learning strategies
pay a powerful effect on successful language learrithe first study is the study
conducted by Min-hsun Maggie Su in 2005. The resiuthis study revealed that
there is strong correlation between EFL stratedresjuencies and English
proficiency level among 419 Taiwanese vocationdlege students who major in
Foreign Languages in Taipei, Taiwan. In brief, tlesearch agrees with the idea
that the employment of proper language learningtesies and its frequencies
enable the students to have the improvement ok proficiency. It is in line
with the statement of Oxford (1990) who said tin&t tise of appropriate language
learning strategies will give an impact on the ioyad proficiency and greater
self-confidence in language learning process.

The second study is the study carried out by Norfewell (2010) in
Japan. This study was intended to find out theticelahip between the utilization
of language learning strategies and English languagpficiency level. The
sample group in this research was the first-yepadese college students who
enrolled in an English course at a university inMakwa. The group consisted of
29 English majors (52%) and 27 Business majors [48Phe result of this

research informs that appropriate utilization ohgaage learning strategies



contributes 60% toward the success of studentgjuage learning, and even it
becomes a critical source in determining languagening success and failure.

Furthermore, gaining the information about langudgarning strategies
employed by the students will make the languagehters know how their
students approach the language tasks and evemdbleps that the students find
in their language learning process. It certainlyf ease the language teachers to
design best language teaching strategies for thteidents, so that both the
teacher’s goals and the students’ needs will nteearmony (Brown, 2001). As a
result, the students’ language achievements cgained as the teacher hopes.

In respect to the problems revealed above, andattie that the students
employ different preferences of language learningtesgy, this study is intended
to investigate the language learning strategieslieapy one of the state
vocational students in Bandung, and how those egfied correlate with the
students’ English proficiency as indicated by th&dEPT score. WJEPT (West
Java English Proficiency Test) is a regional Erglsoficiency test which has
similar format to TOEIC test. It is designed forethwelfth grade students of

vocational school in West Java.

1.2. Resear ch Questions

This research was conducted mainly to answer fl@yimg questions:

1. What is the correlation between students’ langulegening strategies and

their WIEPT scores?



2. What language learning strategies are often emgldyethe twelfth grade

students of a state vocational school in Bandung?

1.3. Aims of the Study

Based on the research questions formulated abdwe,aims of this

research are:

1. to examine the correlation between students’ lagguearning strategies and

their WIEPT scores.

2. to identify the language learning strategies whath mostly used by the

twelfth grade students of a state vocational schoBandung.

1.4. Hypothesis

Hypothesis is a statement about the probabilityhef research outcome

(Sugiyono, 2007). The hypothesis proposed in #sgarch is:

Ha : There is a correlation between students’ |amggl learning strategies

and their WJEPT scores.

1.5. Limitation of the Study

In relation with the aims of the study described\ad) this study is limited
only to investigate the correlation between thedetis’ language learning
strategies and the students’ English proficiencyiracated by their WJEPT
scores, and to identify the language learningesgias which are frequently used

by the students.



1.6. Significance of the Study

The result of this study can be a useful resourcé¢hie students to get the
knowledge about the importance of applying appaiprilanguage learning
strategies in the process of learning a foreignguage. The students’
understanding about the essential of language ifgpistrategies in learning a
foreign language might be able to encourage thiests to select and employ the
language learning strategies which are suitable thieir learning characteristic or
their learning style. It is surely intended to dige the students in meeting their

language learning goals.

The result of this study also can bestow Englisactiers valuable
information about how their students approach #mgliage learning tasks. This
information might be able to ease the teachersesigiing learning activities
which cover the diversity of the students’ learnstgategy. Thus, the learning

goals that would be achieved are easy to gain.
1.7. Research Method

Correlational method was applied in this resear8hkunto (2002)
affirmed that the correlational method is the mdtheed in a research which has
an attempt to find out the correlation or the relathip of two or more variables.

The paradigm raised in this research is:

[x] >y ]

(Sugiyono, 2007)



The research design used in this study is ex-pasb fdesign. Syamsudin
et al (2007) stated ex-post facto design is gelyeemhployed in correlation and
causal-comparative study. He further explained #xatacto design is a research
design in which the variables observed in a rebedocnot have any researcher’s
treatment and manipulation since the observed blasehave happened before the
research is conducted. Since the variable of lagguaarning strategies and
WJEPT scores do not get any treatment and manipujahe ex-facto design is

applicable in this study.

1.7.1. Population and Sample

The population of this study is the twelfth gradedents of a state
vocational school in Bandung who enrolled in acadeyear 2010/2011. The
number of the population was 420 who came from thiferent majors: welding
engineering, machinery design engineering, compuoggéwork engineering, and
machine engineering. 105 Of 420 students were teeldo be the sample of this
study. They were chosen as the sample of this shadyause they had taken

WJEPT program.

1.7.2. Data Collection

There are two variables which were observed irs thiudy. Those
variables are variable X and variable Y. Variablstinds for students’ language
learning strategies and variable Y stands for stted&VJEPT scores. To gather

the data which cover the two variables observedhis study, some research



instruments were employed. Each research instrurneat in this study is

explained as follow:

1. Questionnaire

The questionnaire was a means to collect the dhtatathe students’
frequency in using the language learning strate@ilbe questionnaire used in this
study was adopted from Strategy Inventory for Lagg Learning (SILL) for
ESL/EFL version 7.0, a self-reporting questionnawastructed by Oxford (1990)
to measure the intensity of language learningesgias employed by the language
learners  who learn English as a foreign or secoamoguage. The SILL
questionnaire was translated into Indonesian laggt@a make the students easier

in understanding each statement provided in thetoqumaire.

2. English Proficiency Documentary

English proficiency documentary is a means to colkae data about the
students’ level of English proficiency as indicatsdtheir WIEPT scores. WIEPT
is a regional English proficiency test which measugeneral English ability of
vocational students in West Java. This test hadagifiormat to Test English for
International Communication (TOEIC). WJEPT is desd by Vocational
English Teacher Association (VETA) which has beegitimated by Education

Department of West Java since 2006.



3. Interview

The instrument of interview was employed to be amsefor collecting more
detail data about the students’ language learningtegies which cannot be

obtained from the instrument of questionnaire.

1.7.3. Data Analysis

Some data analysis procedures had been taken $aredng the research

guestions proposed in this study. The procedueeprasented as follow:

1. After testing the validity and the reliability oli¢ questionnaire used in this
study, the data gained from questionnaire weregssed by employing four
steps such as classifying the statements into caésg tabulating the score of
each questionnaire item, calculating the total s@jreach language learning

strategy categories, and interpreting the score.

2. The data about the students’ WIEPT scores werectetl from the English
teachers who teach the twelfth grade students.cblected WJEPT scores
were organized following the steps: tabulating theores into table,
categorizing students’ English proficiency levelséd on the criteria

composed by VETA, and interpreting the data.

3. To find out the correlation between variable X ()l&hd variable Y (WJEPT
scores), some statistical procedures had been .takbose statistical

procedures were:

a. Examining the normality and linearity of each vhl&a
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b. Seeking the correlation coefficient of the two ahies (SILL and WIEPT

scores) by employing Pearson Product Moment forrasilstated below:

o N=XY - (£X)(=Y)
INE X2 -(ExFINT Y2 -(Z )

(Sugiyono, 2007)

c. Testing the hypothesis of this study, and

d. Interpreting the result.

4. To discover what language learning strategies whrehmostly used by the
students, the mean score of each category of |lgeglearning strategies was

compared one another.

5. All the computed data was analyzed by using deiseeigtatistic.

1.8. Clarification of Terms

The following are some terms which need to clarifyorder to avoid

misinterpretation:

1. Language learning strategies are the techniqued bgethe students in

learning English language.

2. SILL stands for Strategy Inventory Language Leagn8trategy version 7.0
composed by Oxford (1990). It is a self-reportingestionnaire to measure the

students’ intensity in employing language learrstrgtegies.
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3. Language Proficiency is the degree of languagésskieasured with a certain

language test, in this case is WIEPT.

4. WJEPT (West Java English Proficiency Test) is axddadized regional
English proficiency test which has similar formafitOEIC test. It is designed

for the twelfth grade students of vocational schodlVest Java.

1.9. Organization of the Paper

This paper is reported following these paper orzgion below:

Chapter I: Introduction
This chapter provides the research backgroundcemstatt of problems,
aims of the study, significance of the study, reseamethod,
clarification of terms, and organization of the pap

Chapter I1: Theoretical Foundation
This chapter cites related theory as the basis hef research’s
investigation and relevant research which are usedupport the
research investigation.

Chapter 111: Methodology
This chapter presents detail research methodoldgghwconsists of
research design, participant of the research, cataction, and data

analysis procedures.
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Chapter 1V: Findings and Discussion
This chapter discusses results and findings ofékearch and analysis
them to answer the formulated research questions.

Chapter V: Conclusions and Recommendations
This chapter provides conclusions of the researcld dome
suggestions for English learners and English teadra also future

research.
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