CHAPTER Il

RESEARCH METHODOL OGY

This chapter describes the methodology of this ysttltht incorporates the
research approach, model of the study, procedutfeecstudy, location and subjects, time
allocation of the study, research instruments. Ratalysis,validity and reliability are

also presented.

3.1 Resear ch Problem
Regarding the mounting concern towards readinguosbn, problem faced by

either teacher or students related to teachingeading comprehension inevitably needs
solution. Therefore, in this study the problem usthier formulated in the following
guestions:
1. Can the interactive read-aloud improve the rgdomprehension ability

of year-two students of SMPN Bandar Mataram?
2. What problems does the teacher face in teackejng through interactive

read-aloud?
3. What problems do the year-two students of SMRNd&r Mataram face in

reading comprehension through interactive r@add?
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3.2 Research Design

This study employed an action research as it lokesiign. This strategy basically
is a way of reflecting on teaching. It is done bystematically collecting data on
everyday practice and analyzing it in order to cdmeome decisions about what future
practice should be (Wallace, 1998:4). An actioneaesh aims to improve practical
judgment in concrete situations and in helping jpedép function more intelligently and
skillfully (Burns, 1994:294). Action research asarf qualitative studies is chosen by the
researcher here with the reason that qualitativerogeh has strength in revealing
phenomena in more detailed way so that enlightehieegained (Alwasilah, 2002).

The main characteristic of action research is tpiak cycles consisting of
planning, acting, observing, and reflecting (Suga002). The spiral cycle consists of
problem identification, systematic data collectioanalysis, and finally, problem
redefinition. In short, the cycle consists of diagtic and therapeutic stages.

According to Elliot (1991) there are two reasossgg an action research in this
study. First, action research is a method and geote bridge between theory and
practice. Second, it can analyse problems prabtjcatuationally, contextually and aims
at determining right solutions to overcome the feois. In addition Wiriaatmadja
(2005) states that action research aims at chanighrage and improving teachers’
professionalism. As well the main characteristicaof action research is collaboration
between the researcher and the teachers. The ofadeson research could be illustrated

as a set of activities as depicted in figure 3.1.
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Figure 3.1 Cycles of Action Research
Each cycle consisted of four steps namely plannexgjng, observing, and
reflecting. The cycles illustrated above can beedmpeatedly until the researcher gets

the real picture of the study.

For the sake of clarity and fuller description abie study, the framework of the

research is displayed in figure 3.2.

18



Collecting data to find Students’ problems in readi D
textbooks through a preliminary study
Preparation !_!
Pre-designing the study -
Finding out stakeholders\{aerceived problems irdimeg T
texts triangulated with the result of preliminatydy
[
A
1L
K Revising the pre-design study and planning the iieatment
Tredtment
Evaluatinﬂthe result A
) V
The body of Planning the jecond treatment
N
th s Treatment
Evaluatir*xthe result
A
Planning the Yaird treatment
Tredtment L
Evaluatingﬁthe result
Jvl, Y
Analyzing the progress of each students and coioclus
S
K Figure 3.2 Model of the Study

Tentative plan was constructed by collecting dabanfa preliminary study. The
preliminary study was aimed at identifying problefoand in classroom practices with
respect to students’ problems in reading comprebenghe data of the preliminary
study was gained through observation and intervigwest was also tried out to see its

validity.
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The data from the preliminary study were analyZdte result then was of great
importance to plan and design the treatment ofecycl

Before the cycle 1 was conducted, a pre test wasnistered to see students’
reading proficiency. After the first cycle had bedone, the teacher, the researcher and
the collaborators discussed what would be don¢hmext cycle. The last cycle would
be decided if the solution had already been satmfa However, it is very possible for
the researcher to add or change the treatment ifréiatment is considered not effective.
The researcher, therefore, administered a posteaste, if any, improvement occurred in
students’ reading proficiency. The results of @& tand post-test were compared to find

out whether the chosen treatment was effective.

3.3 Data Callection
3.3.1 Location and Participants

The subjects of this study were the students efdighth grade (grade B) of
SMPN | Bandar Mataram. The reason of choosing tlmggects was that they had
already passed the transitional period of moviognflelementary school level. Thus, the
students are already at the stable stage to be &kesubjects. In addition, the teacher
was a curriculum implementer.

The study was carried out at SMPN | Bandar Mataiarsgntral Lampung. This
school was chosen as the place of the study mémebause according to preliminary
study both teacher and students faced problemeaching and learning reading. The

problems were mainly related to reading compreloensi
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3.3.2 Time Allocation

This study was started from the first semesterest academic year, on the third
week of January 2006. The more detail descriptioimee allocation of the study can be
seen in table 3.1,

Table 3.1
Research Agenda

No Activity December January February March
1 2 31| 4 5 A8 2 3 4( 5 1 2 3 4 'S ] P B a
1 Permission to the
stakeholders
2 Preliminary study
3 Pre test
4 Cycle 1
5 Cycle 2
6 Cycle 3
7 Cycle 4
8 Post test

3.3.3 Procedures
3.3.3.1 Observation

The observation was done in order to see the aggmiocess in the classrooms.
The researcher utilized structured observation wamstructured observation. The verbal
communication was audio-recorded while non-verloahmunications were jotted down
in the field notes.
3.3.3.2 Interviews

The researcher employed unstructured interviewenamded questions. The
interviews were addressed to both teacher and rssid&he interviews were audio-

recorded and then transcribed.
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3.3.3.3 Documents

In his study, the teachers’ lesson plans and ¢hehing materials used by the
teachers were regarded as the documents.
3.3.3. 4 Teachers conference

Discussion among teachers involved in this studyfibd solution towards
problems found in each cycle was regarded as déltcton as well.
3.3.3.5 Developing teaching Aids

Authentic reading materials were retyped in a caewputhe pictures were
scanned using a scanner. Then hands-on contaimngeading texts and pictures were
distributed to the students.
3.3.3.6 Pretest, each -cycle test, and Posttest

Pretest was done in the beginning of this studyrder to find the students’ prior
skill in reading comprehension. Each-cycle test dase at the end of each cycle to see
the students’ reading comprehension right afterttb@ment. Posttest was administered
in the end of this study to see the students’ im@naent of their reading comprehension

skill after the whole treatment.

3.4 Data Analysis
1. Developing Categories

The data in this study was obtained from audi@tegrordings, field notes, and
interviews. Then the verbal interaction in the auddcording was transcribed with the

help of the field notes. After that, the data werganized and classified.

23



2. Analysis after data collection

Besides the analysis conducted during the datkeatimn phase, an overall
analysis was conducted after the data were comslder be exhaustive. This analysis
involved revision and expansion of whatever wasdatown during the data collection
phase.
3. Pretest and posttest data analysis
To see whether the treatment did have an effegteoformance in these data, and to see
whether students’ score differed significantly frqpmetest to posttest, the following

pairedt-test formula was used:

The formula fors5 was as follows:

_SD
SB__

n

Tofind s, the following formula was used:

. :JZ D?-@n)(>. D)?

n-1

Then, the standard error of differences betweemvibeneans were calculated using the

following formula:

_SD
%__

Jn
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To check the difference between the two meansderdo find our observed t value, the

following formula was used:

Then the result of ., calculation was compared with t distribution tagee in

appendix) at level .05 (Lazaraton and Hatch, 1988).2 As well the SPSS program was

used in order to gain an accurate calculation.

3.5 Validity and Reliability

In order to contribute knowledge that was beliégatand trustworthy,
triangulation, member checks, and long-term obsenvavere carried out to ensure the
internal validity. Besides triangulating the datg bsing multiple methods of data
collection and analysis, a description about thenpimenon under study was carried out

to maintain the external validity of the findings.
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