
 

i 

 

DECLARATION 
 

Except where due acknowledgment has been made in the text to other materials, this thesis 
comprises only original work by this writer.   

 

 

 

 

Bandung, October 2011  

 

 

Dian Yuliana 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

I wish to express my thanks and appreciation to many people who have helped me 

throughout this study. I am particularly indebted to my supervisors Dr. Emi Emilia, MEd 

and Dr. Iwa Lukmana, MA for their invaluable insights, guidance and support during the 

research and the thesis writing. This thesis would have not been completed without their 

supervision. 

My thanks also go to all the lecturers at English Department of the School of 

Postgraduate Studies of UPI for their share from which I have learned a great deal 

especially about writing and research.  

In addition, I wish to express my thanks and appreciation to my friends who have 

let me use their texts for this study. I am also thankful to all my classmates for their share 

and support, especially to mba Florita Diana Sari for her cheerful company that has 

encouraged me to keep moving. 

I would like to express my thanks to my parents, my sister, and my brother whose 

love and support have carried me this far. My heartfelt thanks especially go to my mom 

and my cousin for their never-ending patience, love, and encouragement. Finally, I 

would like to express my deepest gratitude to the teachers of my Islamic studies for their 

endless prayers. Without the constant support from these people, this thesis would not 

have been possible. 

 



 

iii 

 

Table of Contents 
  
APPROVAL PAGE …………………………………………………………………. 
DECLARATION ……………………………………………………………………. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ………………………………………………………….. 
ABSTRACT………………………………………………………………………….. 
TABLE OF CONTENTS …………………………………………………………… 
LIST OF TABLES …………………………………………………………………... 
 
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION ………………………………………………. 
1.1 Background …………………………………………………………………….... 
1.2 Aims of the Study ……………………………………………………………….. 
1.3 Research Questions ……………………………………………………………… 
1.4 Scope of the Study ………………………………………………………………. 
1.5 Significance of the Study ………………………………………………………... 
1.6 Operational Definition …………………………………………………………... 
1.7 Outline of the Thesis …………………………………………………………….. 

 

CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW …………………………………….. 
2.1 Meaning Construction in Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) ………………… 
2.2 Written Language Characteristics …………………………………………………. 

 2.2.1 Lexical Density ……………………………………………………………. 
2.2.2 Abstraction ………………………………………………………………… 
2.2.3 Impersonal Construction ………………………………………………….. 
2.2.4    Clear Text Structure ……………………………………………………. 

2.3    Grammatical Metaphor ………………………………………………………….. 
2.3.1 Ideational Metaphor ………………………………………………………... 

2.3.1.1 Experiential Metaphor ……………………………………………... 
2.3.1.1.1 Drifts towards Entity …………………………………..... 
2.3.1.1.2 Drifts towards Quality …………………………………… 

2.3.1.2 Logical Metaphor ………………………………………………..... 
2.3.2 Interpersonal Metaphor …………………………………………………… 

2.3.2.1 Modality Metaphor …………………………………………............ 
2.3.2.2 Mood Metaphor…………………………………………………….. 

2.3.3 Textual Metaphor ……………………………………………………….... 
2.4    The Importance of Grammatical Metaphor in Written Text …………………..... 
2.5    Research Articles as a Product of Written Language ……………………………. 
2.6    Concluding Remarks …………………………………………………………... 
 
CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY…………………………………………… 
3.1    Aims of the Study ………………………………………………………………... 
3.2    Research Questions …………………………………………………………….... 
3.3    Research Method and Research Design …………………………………………. 
3.4 Research Settings and Participants ………………………………………………… 
3.5 Data Collection …………………………………………………………………….. 

I 

ii 

iii 

iv 

v 

x 

 

1 

1 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 

5 

 

 

6 

6 

8 

10 

12 

13 

14 

15 

17 

18 

21 

23 

24 

26 

27 

29 

31 

34 

36 

37 

 

33 

33 

33 

33 

34 

35 



 

iv 

 

3.6 Data Analysis ……………………………………………………………………… 
3.6.1 Ideational Metaphor ………………………………………………………….. 
3.6.2 Interpersonal Metaphor ……………………………………………................ 
3.6.3 Textual Metaphor ……………………………………………………………. 
3.6.4 How Grammatical Metaphor Contributes to the Written Language  

 Characteristics of the Texts …………………………………………………… 
3.7 Concluding Remark ………………………………………………………………... 
 
CHAPTER IV: DATA PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION ……………… …... 
4.1 Grammatical Metaphor in Students’ Writing ……………………………………… 

4.1.1 Ideational Metaphor ………………………………………………………….. 
4.1.1.1Experiential Metaphor………………………………………………… 
4.1.1.2 Logical Metaphor …………………………………………………… 

4.1.2 Interpersonal Metaphor ……………………………………………………… 
4.1.2.1 Modality Metaphor …………………………………………............... 
4.1.2.2 Mood Metaphor ……………………………………………………… 

4.1.3 Textual Metaphor …………………………………………………………… 
4.1.3.1Macro-Theme ………………………………………………………… 
4.1.3.2 Hyper-Theme ………………………………………………………… 

4.2 The Contribution of Grammatical Metaphor to the Texts’ Written Characteristics.. 
4.2.1 Effects on Lexical Density …………………………………………………... 
4.2.2Effects on Abstraction ……………………………………………………….. 
4.2.3 Effects on Buried Reasoning ………………………………………………… 
4.2.4 Effects on Impersonal Construction …………………………………………. 
4.2.5 Effects on Clear Text Structuring ……………………………………………. 

4.3 Concluding Remarks ………………………………………………………………. 
 
CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION ……………………………………………………… 
5.1 Conclusion ………………………………………………………………………..... 
5.2 Recommendation …………………………………………………………………... 

5.2.1 Pedagogical Implication……………………………………………………… 
5.2.2 Suggestions for Further Research ……………………………………………. 

 
BIBLIOGRAPHY ……………………………………………………………………. 
APPENDICES………………………………………………………………………… 
APPENDIX 3.5: SAMPLE OF RESEARCH ARTICLE……………………………… 
APPENDIX 3.6.1: SAMPLE ANALYSIS OF IDEATIONAL METAPHOR (SA.3C)  
APPENDIX 3.6.2: ANALISYS OF INTERPERSONAL METAPHOR ……………. 
APPENDIX 3.6.3: SAMPLE ANALYSIS OF TEXTUAL METAPHOR (S2C)……... 
APPENDIX 4.1: DISTRIBUTION OF GRAMMATICAL METAPHOR IN THE  
  RESEARCH ARTICLES ……………………………………………… 
APPENDIX 4.2: DISTRIBUTION OF GRAMMATICAL METAPHOR IN THE  

SECTIONS OF STUDENTS’ ASSIGNMENTS ……………………. 

38 

38 

40 

42 

 

42 

44 

 

45 

45 

46 

46 

52 

57 

57 

61 

61 

67 

68 

75 

78 

79 

82 

84 

85 

87 

88 

 

90 

90 

93 

93 

93 

 

95 

101 

101 

110 

115 

119 

 

125 

 

126 

 

  



 

v 

 

  

 

       

     

 

 


