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PREFACE 

 

 This undergraduate thesis aspires to make contributions to the study of SFL 

in the classroom context. In order to accomplish that, theoretical frameworks taken 

from Halliday and Matthiessen (2014) and Eggins (2004) were utilized in this study 

to analyze six explanation texts made by Indonesian high school students from all 

academic achievements. These theoretical frameworks are used to discover the 

realizations of theme choice and thematic progression in creating a cohesive and 

coherent explanation text. What drives the researcher to set that aim is because EFL 

students were seen to struggle with previously mentioned aspects: (1) Making 

cohesion and coherence appear in their text, and (2) Constructing explanation texts 

which are complex in nature. 

 I hope this undergraduate thesis can make great contributions to English 

Language Teaching (ELT) and the study of SFL in the classroom context. Putting 

my hope aside, I understand this study is far from perfection, therefore any given 

input from the readers is very welcome and appreciated. 
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ABSTRACT 

This study aims to investigate the realizations of theme choice and thematic progression in 

students’ explanation texts and how they may influence the texts’ cohesion and coherence. 

To achieve this aim, six explanation texts taken from low, middle, and high achiever 

categories were analyzed for this study using qualitative content analysis. By analyzing the 

texts with the theoretical frameworks taken from Halliday and Matthiessen (2014) and 

Eggins (2004), the frequencies of theme choice and thematic progression were obtained 

and interpreted to find the meanings held by them. The study found that the most employed 

theme type in the students’ texts was topical theme, which was followed by the textual 

theme. However, there was no occurrence of interpersonal theme found in the students’ 

texts. This phenomenon found in the realization of theme choice may indicate that students 

were trying to follow the nature of explanation texts and impersonal academic style. The 

most frequently used thematic progression were the zig-zag and reiteration patterns, but the 

least used one was the multiple-rheme pattern. This indicates that the students’ texts have 

contained local coherence, but still lack global coherence. This study is expected to enrich 

the study of SFL in the classroom context and provide practical input for teachers. 

Keywords: Explanation texts; Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL); Thematic 

Progression; Theme choice; Theme System.   
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ABSTRAK 

Studi ini bertujuan untuk menyelidiki realisasi dari pilihan tema dan pengembangan 

tematik di teks eksplanasi siswa dan bagaimana mereka dapat mempengaruhi kohesi dan 

koherensi teks. Untuk mencapai tujuan ini, enam teks ekplanasi yang diambil dari kategori 

berprestasi rendah, menengah, dan tinggi dianalisis dalam studi ini menggunakan analisis 

isi kualitatif. Dengan menganalisis teks-teks menggunakan kerangka teori yang diambil 

dari Halliday dan Matthiessen (2014) dan Eggins (2004), frekuensi pemilihan tema dan 

pengembangan tematik diperoleh dan diinterpretasikan untuk menemukan arti yang 

terkandung di dalamnya. Studi ini menemukan bahwa jenis tema yang paling banyak 

digunakan dalam teks siswa adalah tema topikal, yang diikuti oleh tema tekstual. Namun, 

tidak ada kemunculan tema interpersonal yang dapat ditemukan dalam teks siswa. 

Fenomena yang ditemukan dalam realisasi pilihan tema ini dapat mengindikasikan bahwa 

siswa berusaha mengikuti sifat teks eksplanasi dan gaya akademik impersonal. 

Perkembangan tematik yang paling sering digunakan adalah pola zig-zag dan reiteration, 

tetapi yang paling jarang digunakan adalah pola multiple-rheme. Hal ini menunjukkan 

bahwa teks siswa telah mengandung koherensi lokal, namun masih belum memiliki 

koherensi global. Kajian ini diharapkan dapat memperkaya kajian LSF dalam konteks kelas 

dan memberikan masukan bermanfaat bagi para guru. 

Keywords: Linguistik Sistemik Fungsional (LSF); Pengembangan Tematik; pilihan 

Tema; Sistem Tema; teks eksplanasi. 
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