CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses background of the studyorsafor choosing the
topic, the scope of the study, research, questithes,aim of the study, research

methodology, clarification of terms, and organiaatof the paper.

1.1. Background of the Study

In general, men and women are usually treatedreffitly because of their sex
and gender difference. Sex is the difference ololgioal sexuality between men and
women, while gender is a social construction. Heeans that the different treatment
between men and women is not only derived fromogjicil difference but also from
the socialization that is how men and women areeebgal to behave in society
(Echols cited in Tong, 2004: 71).

The system of sex and gender is a set of arrangebyewhich a society
transforms the biological sexuality (anatomy, hone)oin to products of human
activity (Rubin cited in Tong, 2004: 72). For thesason, the patriarchal ideas use the
biological sexuality between men and women as & lbaduild series of identity of
being masculine and feminine which provides powemien and oppress women.

The oppression of women is also triggered by aarmebetoward biological

sexuality which shows that men for most are bigipg@n women in terms of for



instance weight, height, brain volume and physicater. These differences are used
by patriarchy to discriminate, marginalize, and @dinate women. For example,
men have a bigger chance to study than women beaaesm have bigger brain
volume which enable to accept more information wdwledge well (the women’s

brain volume which is smaller is taken to be tresos of women'’s inferiority).

As have been mentioned, men and women are ditfated by the system of
sex and gender. The difference of men and womeordiog to sex is distinguished
by the biological external difference of genitalgan. The difference of sex is
understood to represent the physical differentiatias male and female. While, men
and women according to gender relates to gendeitmat is how male and female are
expected to behave and treated in society. The venioh is used is feminine and
masculine. To be feminine and masculine are deteunby the characterization of
femininity and masculinity which is generally actap by the society. There are
stereotypes of feminine and masculine, for instantleat men are logical, strong,
unemotional, career oriented, aggressive and inutkge, while women are illogical,

weak, emotional, family oriented and dependent 62adnd Orbuch, 1998: 54).

Since those stereotypes and sex and gender naa&emostly in people’s
mind including in the writer’'s mind and happen @al life, the writer is interested in
and challenged to know the finding about sex amdigematter issue. And one of the
mediums to explore gender issue is novel. Klaréi7%1 10) stated that novel is the

mouthpiece of relativism that is emerging in app@sts of cultural discourse. It means



that novel is one of the mediums to express, conaeg explore ideas about
particular issue in life. Novel also consists thaimelements of plot, character,
narrative perspective and setting which can beyaedl And it employs those
elements in a very deliberate manner (Klarer, 197%: It means that novel is created
purposefully. For this reason the writer chose hagethe object of analysis to find

about sex and gender matter.

The novel which was the object of analysisS@nira dan Samir by Siba
Shakib and the main character was the focus ofyaisalThis novel explored gender
issue which was seen through the main character experienced identity change
from woman to man. The main character did not heéne freedom to live and
undergo her life as a woman. As a woman, she wasteted to be a man. This
phenomenon of identity change is interesting t@ulis because as a woman, the
main character was acknowledged and treated inuti@sananner. In this research,
the writer focused the analysis on the main charggéarticularly on what changes
that happen to the main character and what makesnin character's identity

change.

1.2. Reasonsfor Choosing the Topic

The difference of gender identity is obtained wleebaby boy or girl was
born (Landis, 1989: 190). This gender identity ifedentiated in terms of physical
appearance and temperament. A baby boy or girbisidered a woman or a man

because she or he is assumed to be so and theveltehdo so. The baby is treated



one way if she is a woman and another way if leerisan and she or he turns out that
way.

Thus, when a baby girl was born, she will be assuard treated a girl’s
way. However, when a baby girl is assumed and ddeat boy’'s way, she may
experience an identity change. This identity chasdenown as trans men that is the
one who was born as a woman but identified as a man

(www.gires.org.uk/dysphoria.php

This identity change was reflected in ShakiBsnira dan Samir and it was
the focus to be discussed in the research becausiesi novel the main character
faced identity change. The main character facedtiiyecrisis when she was a child.
She was confused about her identity, whether she avgirl or a boy. Then, she
realized that she was a girl but her father treatedvinced and constructed her to be
a man. Furthermore, the fact that family influendkd identity construction was
reflected in this novel. Since the constructiorhef father, main character’s identity
as a woman was forgotten and changed to be a nhanidEntity change faced by the
main character in the novel was the reason fomttiter to choose&amira dan Samir

as the object of the research.

1.3. The Scope of the Study

The main focus of this research was the identignge of the main character.
It especially focused on what changes that happenain character and what makes

the main character’s identity change. It also aiteefind the meaning which derived



from this identity change from the feminist perdpex The data were collected from
the novel through: (1) action of the main chargc{) the appearance of the main

character, (3) the speech of the character (wleatnin and other character speak).

1.4. Resear ch Questions

The research was to find the answer to the follgvgaestions:

1. What changes that happen to the main chafacter

2. What makes the main character’s identity change?

3. What meanings can be derived from this iderditgnge from a feminist

perspective?

1.5. The Aim of the Study

This study was aimed at:
1. Describing what changes that happen to the ofaracter.
2. Finding out what makes the main character’stidechange.
3. Finding out the meaning of identity change ie tiovel based on the feminist

perspective.

1.6. Resear ch M ethodology

This research was conducted based on the quaditatethod and analyzed by
using descriptive study. Qualitative method is eagired by means of description
not numerical measures (Best, 2003). It means ttietdata are collected in non

numerical forms and the discussions of data ataarform of explanation about the



findings. The research employed descriptive stddy® identity change of the main
character. Descriptive study is a research methbathwfunctions to describe the
existing phenomenon either natural or fictional ppdreenon. (Sukmadinata, 2007:
72). Text analysis was used to analyze the identiange of the main character. It
was addressed to know and understand meaningigmoaitd relation of the existing
events in the text. This research was done by aoilg organizing, analyzing and
interpreting the data. The data were collecteddentifying the evidences related to

identity change of the main character and discubgadsing feminist perspective.

1.7. Clarification of Terms

1. Main character
Main character usually is a dynamic character ¢inatvs and changes during

the story. (www.brainstorm-services.com/wcu-20@5in-craft-character.html The

point of the story might be to reveal this chanigethis novel, Samira’s character
grew and changed during every sequence of evedth@nidentity change and her
existence dominated the story. Regarding with eéearch, the main character was
Samira who experienced an identity change.
2. ldentity change
Identity change is  known as  trans men or women

(www.gires.org.uk/dysphoria.php Trans men means those who were born with

female characteristics but identifying as men, wiiibns women is those who were

born with male characteristics but identifying asmen. In this research, identity



change was trans men because the main character baas with female

characteristics but she was identified and constcuim be a man.

1.8. Organization of Paper

The paper is presented into five chapters. Eaclptehas divided into
subtopics that elaborate the investigated issue.

Chapter | is introduction. It consists of backgrdwf the study, reasons for
choosing the topic, the scope of the study, rebeauestions, the aim of the study,
research methodology, clarification of terms arghoization of the paper.

Chapter Il is theoretical foundation. It consistsnovel, characters, synopsis,
feminism and feminist literary criticism.

Chapter Il is methodology. It discusses methodhefresearch, stages of the
research, subject of the research, technique af catection, and technique of data
analysis.

Chapter IV is findings and discussions. It expdotbe findings and the
discussion of the data obtained from the novel.

Chapter V is conclusions and suggestions.

Reference ends the paper.



