CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

Indonesia is a country with various ethnic grouplsat ethnicity has its
own language. One of the ethnic groups is Javaridss. are mostly centered in
Central Java and East Java. Their custom and euditer unique, especially with
regard to their three major level of styles of gibee krama (high), madya
(middle), and ngoko (low).

Nowadays, people who speak Javanese in Indonesegparoximately 80
million people. They spread not only in their natikegions, but also in other
regions, such as Serang and Cilegon in Banten mmeyiKarawang, Subang,
indramayu, and Cirebon in West Java; kab. Tangerdogjakarta; Central Java;
and East Java, Lampung (61,9%), North Sumater®¥%32,Jambi (27,6%), and
South Sumatera (27%). (www.wikipedia.org)

One of the regions in which Javanese people lswveBandung, a
predominantly Sundanese city, where different lagguare also spoken. Being in
area or city with multilingual sphere such as Bargjlone can choose a particular
code or variety for different social reasons. Thandition may threaten an
individual’'s capability of speaking his/her natikaguage. This case may lead to
language shift, or moreover to a death of language.

A death of a language can possibly happen if thative stop using it
gradually or there is no one speaks that languBgnard Spolsky (1998) called it

as Language loss. Many languages in this world are in dangeroughsas



Aborigin in Australia, Bapu, Darbe, Wares (Sarmi Regencghasa Taworta and
Waritai (Jayapura), bahasa Murkim and Walak (Jagsya), bahasa Meoswas
(Manokwari), and then bahasa Loegenyem (Rajaam@at)v.jugaguru.com)

Previous research (Berkovich & Tannenbaum, 20G&t6 & Gil, 2009;
Lieberson, 1972) revealed that language maintenpramess in a community or
group of speech possibly happen if people- in tloaraunity are willing to use
that language. Positive attitude towards motheguienis one of determinant
factors in maintenance process of a language. And#ctor is the use of mother
tongue (L1) in certain domains, such as home, wgrlplace, and educational
settings (Castro and Gil, 2009).

Another factor that is influential in maintenanpecess of a language
parents’ exertion to pass mother tongue to theidi@n in multilingual sphere.
Thus, this type of exposure may also affect thdédhiperception toward L1
(Castro & Gil, 2009). However, this condition dasst merely happen in every
community or group of speech. For example, a papeorted by Bathula and
Kuncha (2009) shows a condition of Telugu peoplee paper shows although
Telugu people especially parents speak their ownneonity language at home;
the children are rapidly loosing their language.

In relation to the research mentioned above, itine af this research are to
describe the effort they make to maintain theigleage, and reasons why these
Javanese maintain the language. The research ectexpto enrich research on

Language Maintenance.



1.2  Research Question
The research is geared toward answering the fallgwuestions:
1 What types of effort that Javanese make to mairtkedin language?

2 What are the reasons Javanese have to maintaidahguage?

1.3  Purpose of the Resear ch
Given the research questions, it is aimed:
1 To investigate the way Javanese maintain their pavticular language

2 To find reasons why these Javanese maintain tegulage.

1.4  Research Methodology

1.4.1 Research Design
The research employs a descriptive method, and largely qualitative. The
research describes the phenomena in the form ofJlaganese people in Bandung
maintain their language, and find reasons why th&seanese maintain their
language. there are two kinds of data here: therded data and the interview
data. Both of them are in form of the respondeuti€rances. The data analysis is

reported by means of verbal description in detail.

142 Subject

Subjects for the research are ten (10) Javanesglep&ho have been
staying in Bandung for more than ten years. Thesethmeen purposively selected
as the subject of the research. The subjects degar&zed into two categories
which male and female. This is expected to reptesary of gender in the

population.



1.4.3 Data Collection

The data for the research are in the form of lagguapoken by
respondents, language dominantly used by respagdkimids of effort which
make them use particular language, and reasonsheofraspondents to use
particular language. The data are collected thrdagk recording, interview and
questionnaire. Tape recording is needed to see respondents communicate
with others using particular language. Interviewd ajuestionnaire are used to
investigate respondents’ perspective towards lagggiguch as Javanese, Bahasa

Indonesia, and Sundanese.

1.4.4 DataAnalysis

The collected data are then categorized into wayow Javanese people
maintain their language, what kinds of effort Jase people make to maintain
the language and reasons why these Javanese mahd@#ilanguage.

In conducting this research several steps have tagen:

1. Listening to the recording from the interview andhldgue between the
respondents.

2. Transcribing the recording.

3. Categorizing data in the form of language spokerrdspondents, language
dominantly used by respondents, kinds of efforiytheake to use particular
language, and reasons of the respondents to useufarianguage.

4. Analyzing data using related theories.

5. Making conclusions and suggestions for furtheraege



15  Significance of the Research

This research is expected to give support in aertaspects. In
sociolinguistics aspect, it should give a desamiptin maintenance process of
Javanese language in Bandung. In social envirorahexsipect, we can give
information and knowledge to young Javanese peaptaut the importance of
using first language or native language in theitydsonversation as one ways to

avoid first language (mother tongue) from fosstiza

1.6  Scopeof the Research
The research only investigated several type ofrsffthat Javanese make
to maintain their language and several reasonsdatgnese people maintain their

language.

1.7  Clarification of Terms

a. Javanese in the research is a language which ys@avhanese people
who has been staying in Bandung more than fiftessmsy

b. Language loss is “a process by which speakerslahguage slowly
stop using it, resulting in its dying out” Berng@golsky (1998)

c. Language loyalty is “the ability (or lack of it) speakers of a language
to stand up to the pressure of more powerful omes’hard Spolsky
(1998)

d. Language maintenance is “a situation where speakertsnue to use a
language even when there is a new language awailhbte” Bernard

Spolsky (1998)



e. Language shift is “a situation when a communityegiwp a language

completely in favor of another one” Ralph Fasolég4)

1.8  Organization of the paper

This paper is organized into five chapter.
Chapter | (Introduction)
It presents background, research questions, pupoke¢he research, research
method, significant of the research, scope of #search and clarification of
terms.
Chapter Il (Theoritical Foundation)
It reviews some theories relates to the reseancdsetare language shift, language
death and loss, language and ethnicity, langudgeds, language contact, and a
brief history about javanese language and culture.
Chapter |11 (Research Methodology)
It explains the methodology used in this researelsearch design, research
method, data collection and data analysis.
Chapter I'V (Findings and Discussion)
This chapter presents the findings of the study amalyzes those findings in
discussion clearly.
Chapter V (Conclussion)
It presents conclussion of the research and suggestr further research based

on the analysis in chapter four.



