CHAPTER 111

RESEARCH METHODOL OGY

This chapter discusses the way the study is caadutt also deals with
the research method, the stages of the reseactimiqee of data collection and

data analysis, and subject of the research. Theprasented in the following.

3.1 Research Method

The study employs a qualitative method with the aifrobserving and
analyzing a novel entitletife in the Fat Landy Cherie Bennett. According to

Denzin and Lincoln (1994 cited in Creswell 1998;gt)alitative research is:

multimethod in focus, involving an interpretive, tmalistic approach to its

subject matter. This means that qualitative re$easc study things in their
natural settings, attempting to make sense ofterpret phenomena in terms of
the meanings people bring to them. Qualitativeaeseinvolves the studied use
and collection of a variety of empirical materialsase study, personal
experience, introspective, life story, interview,bservational, historical,

interactional, and visual texts—that describe rmtand problematic moments
and meaning in individuals' lives.

Taking from the definition above, the qualitativetimod is chosen in this study
because of its capability in understanding the ph@ma and involvement in the

various empirical materials such as visual texts.

Furthermore, in line with the idea above, Bogdad Biklen (1992 cited
in Ratna 2009) also mention that there are at Iéiast characteristics of
qualitative method: a) the research is in a natsetting; b) the researcher is the

key instrument in the research as the data collediach involve directly with the
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respondent; c) the research is in descriptive hedlata is in form of words rather
than numbers; d) the process is more important ti@mmutcome; e) the meaning

as the main purpose in the research; f) the relseancls to be inductive.

Therefore, the qualitative method is the most appate approach for the
study since all the characteristics mentioned alaweeemployed in this study. It
includes the object of the study is in form of wardhich is literary work. Then,
the researcher is the instrument and the researchdescriptive data in form of

written words.

Along with using the qualitative approach, the stumlso employs a
descriptive method. Creswell (1994) argues that descriptive method of
research is to gather information about the preseisting condition. The aim of
descriptive research is to test hypotheses or swanquestions concerning to the
current situation of the research. This methodss ased to describe the nature of
a situation, as it exists at the time of the stayl to explore the causes of
particular phenomenon. Thus, descriptive methodoissidered relevant to this
study since it has a purpose to describe the egiginenomenon in the novefe

in the Fat Lane

Finally, the method used in this study is an apgmoaf feminist literary
criticism to analyze the novel. According to Goodm@001 cited in Sofia,
2009:20) that “feminist literary criticism is an aemic approach in literary
studies which apply feminist theory and thoughtairalyzing the literary texts”.

The model of literary analysis proposed by Showalédledgynocriticismis used

26



in this study as a study “of women as writers palevcritics with four models

concerning the nature of women’s writing that halgswer some of the chief
concerns of feminist criticism” (cited in Bressldi994;105). The four areas of
investigation in this model of literary analysisveos: (1) the presentation of
female body image in a text; (2) the language aide; (3) the psychological

situations of women and the relationship to thetimgi process; and (4) the
cultural forces around women that put emphasis @m $ociety shape women’s
understanding of themselves, the society, and tidwaround them (Bressler,
1994:109). Therefore, this study only focuses anpgtresentation of female body

Image in a text and the cultural forces around wame

3.2. The Stages of the Research

The technique of this research will engage thraihghfollowing steps:

1. Reading the female images in relation the concégdieauty in the novel
entitledLife in the Fat Landy Cherie Bennett.

2. Locating the concept of beauty in relation to badgge the novel.

3. Conducting library and internet research to collestd comprehend
references which are related to the study.

4. Formulating research questions.

5. Finding the connection between the characters, ueos, and ideas in the
novel.

6. Making the table of content analysis which des&iltbe character’s

encounters with the other characters, events @side the novel about the
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issue occurs in the novel. This table consistsofiirans namedharacters,
portrayal, encounters, excer@ndanalytical note

7. Finding some textual evidences through the tablechviare related to the
research question.

8. Analyzing the data related to feminist literaryticism and feminist issue.

9. Discussing the findings and drawing conclusions.

3.3. Technique of Data Collection

This study uses novel as the source in taken tteeid@rder to answer the
proposed research question. The data is takereifiotm of textual evidences in
the novel by reading page by page. To arrive &, tthie writer reads the text
thoroughly and carefully for an in-depth analysiscating the concept of beauty
which are related to the point of view of the cletees in portraying their body
image are chosen. The issues arouse in the nogelwiil be categorized and

assessed in relation to the study.

3.4. Technique of Data Analysis

In analyzing the data, the writer frames the asialyon one of the
approaches in the feminist literary criticism cdlgynocriticismwith particular
focuses only on the presentation of female bodygana a text and the cultural
forces around women. The first things that willdralyzed are the characters and
characterization. After that the characters andr teecounters with the other

characters, ideas or events are analyzed. Thoge ate taken in order to obtain
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the aim of the study, how women portray themselaggrms of industrial body

image.

The way of analyzing the portrayal of women in tlisdy is by revealing
their characterizations and their descriptions tase textual evidences found in
the novel. This analysis of the novel elements earployed to gain the valid
information and to arrive at the comprehensive ustdeding of the issue in the
novel. After analyzing all the textual evidencedlemed from the novel, the
writer analyzes those findings based on the reldtedries proposed in the

previous chapter.

3.5 Subject of the Research

The subject of the research is a young adult nemgtledLife in the Fat
Lane written by Cherie Bennett. To be more comprehensivthe novel, the

synopsis and the author are explained in the fatlgw

3.5.1 The Synopsis

Lara Ardeche, a popular sixteen-year-old studemashville high school
is chosen as a homecoming queen, just like herenethen she was young. She
often wins the beauty pageants since she was irthilet grade. Lara always
thinks that her family is perfect, because her mo#nd father are youthful and
attractive. She’s be friend with a girl named Mddlly opposite character to Lara,
she is fat, funny, nervy and brave, even thoughermiher friends like her but

with Molly she could be herself.
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After crowned as the homecoming queen, weeks &lterbegins to gain
weight rapidly. She is diagnosed with a rare diseaslled Axell-Crowne
syndromewhich makes her body keeps on gaining weight. Mdsher friends
abandon her; however, Molly and her boyfriend $t#ty faithful and try to
maintain a relationship. But no matter how hardaLand Jett maintain their
relationship, Lara could feel that he doesn’t |éne the way she was when her

body is slender. Finally she makes a decisionéalbup with him.

Lara’s family starts to fall apart. Her father hBeen having an affair with
the younger woman. In order to resolve their pnobléhey decide to move to
Michigan to get a new life. But still the affairmtinues, moreover Lara is treated
cruelly in her new school because of her overweigbdy. Lara’s life turns
miserable but it changes after she meets her greaher who shares the same

interest in music.

From that moment, Lara learns to think differerstbout her life and tries
to deal with her overweight body. Her perceptionwbslenderness body as the
key to happiness changes slowly by the time she gking with her piano
teacher; Suzanne. Later on, Suzanne is introdu@ng to the jazz club where she
meets a lot of new and different kind of person vdwonot judge people from

their appearances.
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3.5.2 The Author

Cherie Bennett was born in 1960 in Buffalo, Newrk/o Before writing
novels for teens, Cherie Bennett works as an actiese she was taken a musical
theater major in Wayne State University and them thiversity of Michigan.
Nowadays, she is known as the novelist, playwrigktvspaper columnist, and

television writer.

Some of her famous works are including book sebDesvson’s Creek
(seven original novels), novels for young adultshsasTurn Me On, Girls In
Love, Zink, Life In The Fat Lane, A Heart Divideshne Frank & Me,and
Searching for David's HearSince her focus of writing is around teens and the
life, Cherie Bennett achieves some of the awards reminations for the best
book for young adults and one of them is form thmefican Library in 1999.

(http://Wikipedia.org/wiki/Cherie_Bennett)
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