Chapter |

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

In Indonesian society, women are commonly definedh@se who have
beauty in terms of physical appearances regardhesgact that all women are
beautiful no matter how and no matter what. Subsetly; there appears a
standard to classify whether or not a woman camelgarded as beautiful; she
should have weight no more than 50 kilograms, lleaig, bright skin, 5 cm smile
and so on and so forth. That is why many women ddnaot fulfill the standard
desperately work hard to achieve the standard afityehat is actually created by
men. At the end, it might be said that women hepegence something injustice
in their life.

In relation to the standard of beauty created by rabove, the term
beautiful itself becomes ambiguous in meaning. The wmealtiful varies from
one country to another depending on the perspedivibe people who try to
define whatbeautiful actually is. Here, women again become the victohs
something which'is created by men in the societyaddition, women do not only
become the victims but they are also confused waiitything related to what is
regarded as beautiful. Therefore, what is calletieastiful is actually subjective
since as mentioned before, the tdygautiful itself carries ambiguous meaning.

The standard of beauty, on the other hand, is memeé of the many
problems faced in women’s life. Actually, there atill many problems of life

faced by women in the society. For instance, inohesia, women generally



cannot get an education as high as men can, weesot be carrier women if
their husbands do not let them to be, young gmsusually not allowed to drive
vehicles by themselves, and many more. Howeverptbst significant injustice
experienced by women in all over the world seembdahat subjective thing
called beautiful, and this is what the study is all about; it irigeges the
stereotypes of women in terms of physical appeasamortrayed in the novel
Beauty Case.

The reason why this study takes novel as the sulgiet¢he study is
because novel is quite representative in portraywmgnen in terms of their
physical appearances and any other phenomenaiexassociety. Furthermore,
the problematic side of being human is usually egged in literary works such as
poems, short stories, novels, etc. As anonymgesr (Unknown) states, literature
is-a verbal art, which explore what it means tchbenan from the inside. And
Lye (1997) asserts that art is not eternal andlésse Art, whether it is in the
forms of literature, film, or theater, is situatedjtten and read at particular times.
In fact, whenever the literature comes from, theefg of human experience with
its problems will arise and make us realize thahsproblems are close with our
daily life. With that in mind, any forms of injus towards women could then be
reflected in literary works, and the issue of stéypes of women’s physical
appearance could automatically be portrayed thrdwgtary works, in this case
novel.

In accordance with the topic of the study that he tstereotypes of
women’s physical appearance portrayed in the nd@esluty Case, feminist

literary criticism is employed in this study. Sinfeminism views that men and



women are equal to each other and so far fightsaiorights between men and
women, it is then safe to say that feminist litgrariticism is beneficial to

criticize a literary work such as a novel. Henae,this study, the writer is

interested in studying the issue of stereotypesvarinen’s physical appearance
portrayed in the noveBeauty Case by adopting feminist literary criticism as the
analytical framework of the study. In addition, th@vel that becomes the subject
of this study is written by a female author namelthl Rahmanti. It is her second
novel published in year 2005. The central issuthénovel is about women and

beautifulness that makes the novel becomes qudming in Indonesia.

1.2 Reasons for Choosing the Topic

To reveal the portrait of stereotypes of women’ggutal appearance in the novel
Beauty Case written by Icha Rahmanti, the study employs libé&ainist literary
theory. The reason is because the theory wantsb&ate women from an
oppressive gender role that is from the roles wilaich used as reasons to give
lower positions, or not at all, to women both im@emy and society (Tong 1998).
Moreover, Tong (1998) continues that in the viewlibéral feminists, gender
equality forces us to make rules of game whichfaireand to assure that neither
men nor women will be systematically disadvantagébth that in mind, by
adopting liberal feminist theory to analyze IchahRanti’'s novelBeauty Case,
the study should reveal how the novel positions eomharacters in it which will
them show how women are portrayed in the novel amynaspects, including in

how their physical appearances are portrayed tisteveotyped.



Furthermore, there are several reasons why they stalles Icha
Rahmanti’'s novel instead of the other popular aisthwovel as the subject of the
study. The first reason is because Icha Rahmarfanwus for her bravery in
writing; This book is really fun to read, couragepand the most important thing
is truly inspiration for the girls on how to be ategant smart female (Tommy
Cokro, 2005). In other words, she is never afraiéxpress anything that she has
in mind into her writing although, as a matter aéff it is not in accordance with
Indonesian traditional norms and values. Anotheaseoe is because Icha
Rahmanti’'s works are all adults-oriented and alnatisof her works contain the
element of feminist.

Meanwhile, the study takes Icha Rahmanti’'s noveitled Beauty Case
instead of her other works is because the nd@esuty Case is her Second-
published novel. In addition, the story of the nat®elf is quite controversial in
the sense that it contains many elements of behatybecomes a public issue
when it was published by 2005. Thus, the nd3esluty Case is interesting to read

and is challenging to study.

1.3 Scope of the Study
The research is an analysis on Icha Rahmanti’slenteled Beauty Case.
It focuses on the issue of physical appearancescedly concerning with

beautifulness.



1.4. Resear ch Questions
In concluding the analysis, the following questieas employed:
How is beautifulness, as the issue of physical arees, developed in the

novel?

1.5. Objectives of the Research
Based on the background and the research quesbiove, this research
was aimed at finding out how beautifulness as tingsigal appearances issue is

developed in the novel.

1.6. Resear ch Procedure
The research conducted based on descriptive metiA@iNazir (1983)
states that a descriptive method is a method us#tkiresearches of an object, a
set of condition, a system of thought, and an ewémth takes place at the present
moment. It is describes and gives the examplee@l the research procedure,
and also present the data the way they are.
In conducting the research, these are followiegsin analyzing the data:
1. Reading the novel oBeauty Case written by Icha Rahmanti repeatedly in
order to fully understand the issue of body imagsented in the novel.
2. Taking notes of the sentences related to the isbedy image in the novel
and analyzing them. Those sentences were pladedaitable in order to
categorize them based on acceptable and unaccehpsical appearances

and then were analyzed trough the theory of ideand difference.



Analyzing the construction of physical appearardmeeloped in the novel by
means of Phelan’s narrative theory.
The research was summed up by discussing the ab&etors that might

cause being beautiful is an advantage or disadganta

1.7 Clarification of Key Terms

Novel (from Frenchnouvelle, "new") is an extended fictional narrative in
prose. Novel is ‘a fictions prose narrative oretaf considerable length in
which characters and actions representative ofdhklife of past or present
tomes are portrayed in a plot of more or less cexipl (Oxford English
Dictionary).

Physical appearance is the way one’s body looks or seems to other lgeop
Liberal feminism refers to a belief maintaining that men and woraienalike
In important respect and that women should have she economic,
political, professional and civic opportunities amghts as men have (Wood
1994).

Patriarchy refers to systems of male ideology and social &tres that were

created by masculine individuals (Wood 1994).

1.8 Organization of the Paper

Chapter | (Introduction)

This chapter contains Background of the Study, Bea$or Choosing the Topic,

Scope of the Study, Research Questions, Objectifébe Research, Research

Procedure, Clarification of Key Terms and Organarabf the Paper.



Chapter Il (Theoretical Foundation)

This chapter describes the theory provided to suppe analysis and also various
literatures that have to do with the analysis efstudy.

Chapter |11 (Data Analysisand Discussion)

This chapter consists of discussions of the study.

Chapter 1V (Conclusions and Suggestions)

This chapter describes the conclusions and suggestif the research findings.



