CHAPTERII

This chapter discuses background of the studyersitt of problems, aims of
study, significance of the study, research methmglgl significance of the research,

clarification of terms, and organization of paper.

1.1 Background of Research

Recent years, Indonesian students especially inatimwal Schools are
expected to be able to communicate orally in EhglMoreover, Vocational Schools
in Indonesia have important roles in educating estislin becoming professional and
contributory workers for national and internationalstitutions and companies
(curriculum of SMK 2006). Unfortunately, most ofudents have problems in
speaking English. Based on the writer’s personairaanication through SMS (Short
Message Service) with five students in one of Viocatl Schools in Bandung, three
students said that they could not speak Englisecefely because they were less
vocabulary and grammatical context, while two stigeaid that they did not like the
teaching method used by their teachers in thesscléey felt boring.

These problems are not only found in vocationabsthbut also in English
department. Mukminatien and lhsan cited in Widiaveatd Cahyono (2006), and
Eviyuliwati (1997) find out that most of students ohistakes when speaking such as
pronunciation (word stress and intonation), granwcaht correctness (tenses,

preposition, and sentence construction), and vdaapyincorrect word choice).



Mukminatien (2005) and Ihsan (1999) cited in Widiiwand Cahyono (2006) also
find out that most of students had mistakes inffye(frequent repair) and interactive
meaning (difficulties in getting the meaning acrass keeping the conversation
going).

But, Ramdiahni (2002), in her research find that,speaking class, the
teachers focus in developing the students’ knowdedf structure, grammar, and
pronunciation, and do not teach the students hows® a language correctly.
Furthermore, Padmadewi (1998) cited in Widiawat &ahyono (2006) find out that
students attending a speaking class often feelonsndue to pressure from the
speaking tasks which required them to present iddally and spontaneously within
limited time. Most of these problems are because students are lack self
confidence, lack prior knowledge about topics, @edause of poor teacher-learner
relationship (Tutyandari (2008)ted in Widiawati and Cahyono, 2006)

From problems above, teachers should have sevetsaitias that could
stimulate the students’ oral communication pract@ee of the activities is role play.
There are some reasons why the teachers shoullesglay. First, role play mixes
both of experimenting with their knowledge of readrld and develops their ability
to interact with other people (Ladouse, 1987).dditon, Livingstone (1983) claims
that role play is an activity in a classroom whibk students are provided to practice
their language, the aspects of role behavior, hadattual roles they may be needed

in outside of classroom.



Second, role play provides chances for studentbetmtome more deeply
involved in thinking about how they will respond ieal world situation (Killen,
1998). For example, the students learn about howoiwk hotel's room. In this
situation, the students are divided into two grouPs:e group pretends to be
receptionist and another group pretends to be ssgéeguess comes to that hotel and
wants to book one room for two nights, while a pmmist tells about the rooms and
facilities in that hotel. All of them speak altetely. Therefore, the students can

imagine that they are in a hotel and want to baakns for some days.

Third, role play can also increase students’ maitwain learning English. It
can be evidenced with Liu's (2010), Parapphal’sO®0 Harmer’'s (2007) research.
From their research, they found that students’ vatitn to learn English increased,
and there is significantly improved which happerewiole play is made in inside or
outside of the class. Moreover, role play techniguekes students to enjoy the
teaching — learning process in the class (Harm@&7R0n addition, by role play
technique, the worried students will easily in shgvthemselves without feeling

afraid to make mistakes when speaking.

Based on the problems above, a study on the uselefplay in improving
speaking skill will be conducted in second graduatene of vocational school in

Bandung.



1.2 Statement of Problems
The research statements of this study are:
1. Is Role Play Technique effective in developing stud’ speaking
ability?
2. What are students’ responses in applying role f@aknique in teaching

speaking skill?

1.3 Aimsof Study

The aims of the study are:

1. To find out whether role - play have effect in imping students’
speaking ability.
2. To find out what the students’ response in applymlg play technique in

teaching speaking skill

1.4 Scope of Study

This study emphasized the use of role play teclmig teaching speaking.
This study was conducted in one of Public VocatioBehools in Bandung by

selecting two classes in same level of speaking esntrol group and experimental

group.



1.5 Hypothesis

To answer the research questions, a hypothesisopged that serves as a
basis and guide of this study. Regarding to theaieh questions, there is a null
hypothesis that: “the role play technique doesinfiftience in improving students’

speaking ability”.

1.6 Significance of the Resear ch

The research is expected to give an input for &ac teaching English as
foreign language especially in teaching speakinlly e research is also expected
to be an alternative technique in motivating aniihg the students to improve their
English speaking ability. Moreover, it is expectedbe an inspiration for teachers to

improve education in Indonesia.

1.7 Resear ch M ethodology

This research is aimed to find out the influenceising role play in teaching
speaking English. The study uses quasi experimené&thod. Quasi experimental
method consists of two group; control and expertalegroup. The experimental
group is given some treatment, while control graugiven placebo treatment.

The population of this research is second graduad@e of public vocational
school in Bandung. The sample consists of 24 stadim two classes which are

selected randomly.



The data are analyzed by using t-test. It is cotetlto find out whether or
not the two groups are equivalent. And then, tha dee processed by using SPSS 16
to answer the first research question, while tov@nghe second research question,
guestionnaire and interview are employed (For ndetails, it can be seen in Chapter

3)

1.8 Clarification of the Terms

In order to avoid unnecessary misinterpretatiomesderms are clarified as

follows:

1. Speaking is a skil, and such needs to be develogedcticed
independently of the grammar curriculum and there udisguistic
knowledge, such as speech act knowledge, discdurse/lledge, and
knowledge of grammar, vocabulary, and phonologyriitas 2007:4)

2. Role play is a technique in teaching speaking wiscbesigned to help
students become deeply involved in thinking abawy they would react

in real world situations (Killen, 1998:171)



1.90rganization of the Resear ch

This paper consists of five chapters as follows:

Chapter I: Introduction

This chapter provides the background of the ststigtement of problems,
aims of the study, scope of the study, researcimadetogy, significance of the
research, clarification of terms, and organizatibthe paper.
Chapter Il: Theoretical Review: Role Play M ethod and Speaking Skill

This chapter covers the analyses of the theondgeevious research projects
relevant to the study.
Chapter 111: Research Methodology

This chapter includes an explicit description loa tesearch methodology.
Chapter 1V Resultsand Data Analysis

This chapter describes the data collected, andhelata, and interpret the
research finding based on the data collected.
Chapter V: Conclusion and Suggestion

This chapter is divided into two parts: conclusiomhich is general
interpretation towards all research finding; andggastion, which is an
implication that is drawn from the process of thegarch and the research finding

that will open an opportunity to conduct a folloy rkesearch on the same issue.



