CHAPTERI|

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background

Teaching a foreign language has been carried ow fong time at all levels of
education. In some big cities in Indonesia, primgoung learners have been taught
English starting from elementary level of educatidihis has made educators both in
formal and non formal schools try to facilitate thest way to teach and learn English.
Moreover, English is one of the elective subjestslementary school. Although it is not a
compulsory subject, it is strongly recommendedh®sydovernment that English be taught
at the elementary level. The aims are to make tin#ests familiar with English in their
early age, and they can understand English, hdgeialwritten and oral form.

Teaching English to young learners in Indonesi@&reeto teaching English for
children especially those of elementary school agjebas been now supported by an
official policy from Depdikbud Rl No. 00487/U/1992 and The Decree of the ministry
Education and Culture No. 060/U/1993 (Suyanto, 2001 addition, it has been carried
out in the curriculum of 1994 and developed in icutum of 2004 and the current
curriculum, the school-level curriculum (KTSP) winiaims at encouraging students to be
able to communicate in English.

According to Alwasilah (1997), there are two reaswiy government allows the
elementary school to teach English to their stuglgii) many parents send their children

to attend the English courses, especially Englshchildren, and (2) it is assumed that



teaching English in Elementary school will creatgoaitive attitude toward English; thus
English is no longer regarded a difficult subj&imilarly, Musthafa (2002) mentions that
when young learners are introduced to English sihe early stage of life, they will get
sufficient exposure, with sufficient exposure theg expected to be successful language
users in the future. Regarding this, Vygotsky inm&eon (2001) says that words do have
significance for young learners to learn new lamggudt provides the children with new
tool, opens up new information through the use ofds as symbols.

Regarding this demand, educators both in formab@shand language institutions
have been trying to formulate a concept of teackihgh suits young learners’ need in
learning vocabulary. A thing that should be con®den teaching new words for young
learners is that they are still building up therstf language vocabulary and are still in
process of acquiring and organizing concepts. Thkren relate the L2 with their L1
knowledge to develop and understand the meaninga ofvord. Therefore, when
introducing vocabulary to young learners it shobkl presented in a context which is
familiar to the children. Visual support is alsaywé@nportant to help convey meaning and
to help children memorize new vocabulary. In relatio this, Harmer (2002) asserts one
of the advantages of video is that learners dougithear the language, they also see it
too.

Based on the researcher’s observation, the developaof teaching and learning in
elementary schools in Indonesia is not good enotlgirefore the result of teaching in
Indonesia is not yet satisfactory. This might hdesen probably influenced by the
teacher's way and concept of teaching. In this ,cteestudents are rarely given English

words in the appropriate context. In accordancé wjtHarris, Golinkoff and Hirsh-Pasek



(2011) claim that real life context is suitable f@ord meaning because the child is
actively engaged in a meaningful and pleasurabigitycand the language used often has
instrumental purposes the child wants to achieve.

Furthermore, there are some challenges encounivgrégionesian young learners
in learning English. The first challenge is youegrhers have been assumed as being ‘a
miniature adults’, in which the way they learn aeign language is exactly the same as
the way adults do. Musthafa (2008) asserts that nisleading conception can lead to
failure because children and adults are not theesahfime second is the teacher’s
instruction is not based on the principle of youlegrners teaching and learning.
According to Paul (2003) and Pinter (2006), theesagss of young learners can be
bettered down if they are frequently overwhelmedthry developmentally inappropriate
experiences. Therefore the responsibility is onstheulders of young learners educators,
which can be met through sensitive study and utalelghg of the principles and needs of
young learners. The third is the lack of language m the real situations. They receive
less demonstration and exposure in learning Engksh young learners, it is necessary
the first learning experience has to fulfil the doterm memory in their brain (Shankoff
and Phillips, 2000).

Due to the challenges above, this study aims te gontribution and create a
condition in which children have an opportunity have different situations and fun
learning to love English at early stage by prowidthem suitable, good and interesting
materials. In fact, there are many ways that teadan apply to achieve these.

Furthermore, it is the teachers’ responsibilityfital the best way in teaching Englis at



their students’ early stage, so that the learnioglggcan be achieved. Specifically, this
study tries to investigate the use of technologeéxh vocabulary in the classroom.

Technology in language teaching is not new theses.dh has been around in
language teaching for decades. The use of Infoomand Communications Technology
(ICT) by language teachers such as multimedia tdoly, audiovisual, software and
internet access materials have greatly improvednaaude the use of these resources in the
classroom more practical. According to Agnew in N2001) multimedia or audiovisual
is defined as the combination of various digitaldraetypes such as text, images, sound
and video, into an integrated multi-sensory intévac application or presentation to
convey a message or information to an audiencehelmesearcher’s point of view, the use
of audiovisual in the classroom is important beeaokthe flexibility in presenting the
lessons. It adds the context to the language aedlesson. Furthermore, the use of
audiovisual helps students and teacher to connecabulary meaning and make the
lesson more interesting because of the motiony@ld sound in ways that can dramatize
the ideas better than any other medium.

In the area of teaching English as Second Lang(@agé) or Foreign Language
(EFL), recently the most effort to enhance the psscof language learning has involved
computer technology and the internet. Since thgalnintroduction of computers and
internet are into the field of second/foreign laage education, a large number of
practitioners have concurred that this technologyd$ great potential for language
learning and contribute to the global developméyoong learners (Seghayer , 2001).

Therefore, the use of media, particulaNpuTube video, is to attract young

learners’ attention and heighten their curiositylevthe teacher is delivering the message.



One of the alternative techniques that can be ustzhching English vocabulary to young
learners is usiniyouTube videos. It is a popular video hosting service, Emio Google
video that users can view, download and uploadr tbein. In such a condition, the
existence of supporting instructional materialsthie form of YouTube taken into the
classroom aim to contribute the reader and teashiembwledge on young learners’
learning principles are observed YouTube videos, the effects ofYou Tube videos in
teaching vocabulary to young learners, and thepaad when they learn English by using

YouTube video.

1.2. Statement of the Problem

The internet provides a huge number of web sitasgtovide audio and video that
can be used as teaching materials (¥agiTube). There are a lot of video produced by
YouTube;, entertainment, science and technology, educadiod,etc. Relevant to the main
points explained above, the questions in this rebgaroject are formulated as follows:

1. What young learners’ learning principles are obseérn YouTube videos?

2. CanYouTube videos help young learners develop their vocagutzastery?

3. How do the children respond to the lessonYouTube during the learning

process?

1.3 Pur pose of the Study
On the basis of the above questions, the invegiigas intended to meet the
following purposes:

1) To find out what young learners’ learning princgphre observed ivouTube videos



2) To investigate the effect of video based on mdtbased on vocabulary mastery of
young learners; and

3) To find out how young learners respondrtTube videos

1.4. Significance of the Study
As mentioned earlier, the results of this studyl wantribute to the following
aspects:

1. Theoretical basis for English teaching practices yomung learner education.
Theoretically, the result of this study can be usedupport the previous theory
about the use of audiovisual, particula¥puTube videos as cheap and free
downloaded supplementary to improve young learnec£abulary in language
class YouTube videos are rarely used as the teaching mediaassom, thus this
study will enrich the literature and later will earite and provide a child with an
appropriate technigue and create an interesting twayeach English through
YouTube videos. It may also contribute to the teachindgntégques in young learners’
classrooms. According to J. Piaget’s theory of dngndevelopment stages, young
learners’ process the language generally througisosg experience, intelligence
develops in the form of motor action. Hence, youearners will receive more
concentrate input.

2. At a practical level, the result of this study gaovide some information on how the
teacher designs activities to capture young learmeterest so that they are engaged
to the activities. Moreover, the variations of netgting videos are suitable for their

learning because they bring fun and improve matwato language learning.



Children learn when they are motivated, especialliearning English vocabulary
through audiovisual. It is then in turn becomesealightening input for English
teachers who are directly involved in classroontiicas. Therefore, this study will
be of great value for English teachers to accormpbetter teaching practices that

will advance their professionalism.

1.5. Definition terms used in the study
» YouTube Video is a very popular Web video sharing site trayone can store,
upload or download short videos for private or pruliewing. YouTube features
videos in several categories. Some of them arecatuun, entertainment, film,
and animation, etc. This short video used in theysbf teaching vocabulary to
young learners by creating context to explore advof online English learning

possibilities.

1.6. The Organization of the Thesis

This thesis consists of five chapters. The firsapthr is introduction which
highlights the basic description of this study. Beeond chapter deals with the theoretical
framework building up the theories and referenaas this study. The third chapter
describes the methodology that is used to condhistrésearch. Furthermore, the fourth
chapter elaborates research finding and discusstorally, the fifth summarizes the
findings, presents the condition of the basis affér® some suggestion for further

research.



