CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

A. Background

The 2004 English curriculum is designed based om dgbvernment
regulation stating that the level of achievemenéwery curriculum is elaborated
in terms of competence; that the learning processairied out by developing
reading and writing culture; and that the competdioc language subjects should
emphasize on the ability to read and write whictsustable for the levels of
education.

Based on the statement, it could be seen thatahergment is committed
to improving the nation’s literacy level, in thiase is writing skills. Implicitly in
the regulations is the expectation that languagecan, including English, is
expected to develop communicative competence oalbiigy to communicate in
spoken or written language so that learners walsps the social skills.

While at the “bottom” or practical level, teachensd students are facing
the difficulties in improving literacy, especiallly writing skill. Learning writing
has been a big problem in English learning. Acecgdo Byrne in Mansyur
(2002:18) there are three headings categorized has wiriting problems:
psychological, cognitive, and linguistic problemBsychological problem is due
to a writer's double roles: as a writer and as adee to predict his readers’
response for the perfectness of his compositioagniive problems relate to the
ways of how a writer organizes his/her ideas iniexg of writing. Linguistic

problems arise because of three factors: 1. a mwistenot well informed in



grammar, 2. the written language is more conseq@dhat the spoken language,
and 3. a writer has to write good sentences thathtake ideas clear and easy to
be understood or to be read.

Another reason why writing is so difficult for ESearners according to
Cimcoz in Sulistyawati (2000:12) that they do nbleahow to write, feel foolish
when they could not find the most suitable wordg] ant to keep their selves
away from the experience of having a topic and anlblpaper. That's why
students considered writing, especially in Engleh,a difficult task. Alwasilah
(2001) states that writing is considered as thetrdiicult skill to acquire. He
(Alwasilah, 1995) also states that writing is dlskke other skill, it can be learnt,
and like most skills it is not inborn.

Due to the reasons above, as language instruct@dhave to find the
good solution and make the students interesteditm@ English, and change the
opinion that says: The students consider writinghis hardest skill to acquire.
There are ways to solve these problems: startmm foroviding various learning
resources to be read in every semester, applyinguglearning methods, and
offering various kinds of learning aids.

One of the efforts conducted here is the developraka learning model
through research. A learning model, with an effeectesult that has been proven
through an actual research, is expected to wirgémeiine interest of the teachers
so that they will be interested to try it in th&lassroom. This is important
because the creativity of the teachers in thevailon of the learning process will

then be more effective and versatile.



As a response to the above aim, an observatiomgligh teaching will be
conducted by using tourism brochure. The reasothfs application is based on
the assumption that by using this media it is askadged that the writing skill,
in this case is descriptive text, of the third gratludents of junior high school can
be facilitated effectively.

Tourism brochure is a booklet containing informatmr advertisement of
business of providing hotels, special trips, resoetc. The feature of tourism
brochure will consist of pictures of places suchhatels, resorts, restaurants, and
a brief description of each places, cost, etc. ofding to those considerations, it
is alleged that tourism brochure will be much meféective for improving
students' writing skill. As Werff (2003) arguedathpictures are good sources
material for practicing speaking, listening, wrginvocabulary and grammar, it
will stimulate students to come up with their mangre effective and enjoyable
activities.

From the 2004 English Curriculum, descriptive teéxtsuitable for the
levels of education. The main objective of dedorgtext is picturing images
verbally in speech or writing and arranging thas@ges in some kind of logical
or associational pattern. So, the experiment wdl focusing on improving
students’ skill in descriptive writing by using toam brochure. Whether or not
the use of tourism brochures can be useful in tf@teof improving students’

writing skill will be investigated in a research skcentitled The Effectiveness of
Using Tourism Brochures in Teaching Writing Destivig text (An Experimental

Study In The Third Grade Of Junior High School).



B. Limitation Of The Problem
This research is restricted to find out the effemtiess of using tourism

brochures in teaching writing descriptive textunipr high school.

C. Statement Of The Problem
1. To what extent is the use of tourism brochures @aching writing

descriptive text effective?

D. Hypothesis
Related to the problems mentioned above, the wsiterd like to propose
hypothesis as follows:
H1: There is a significance difference betweenuse of conventional method

and the use of tourism brochures in teaching vgritlascriptive text.

E. The Aims Of The Study
The aim of the study is to find out the effectivemeof using tourism

brochure in teaching writing descriptive text.

F. The Significance Of The Study

This study is expected to give an input for teasherteaching English as
foreign language, tourism brochure is an altereativ motivating and helping
their students to improve their English writing lapi in a more relaxed,

interesting and pleasant learning atmosphere icldssroom.



G. Research Methodology

The research methodology that will be used in shisly is experimental

method. According to Hatch and Farhady (1982:22)eamental method

involves two groups of students; the experimental the control group. Both

two groups are taken as the examined group. Aralogitoup refers to a group of

students whose selection and experiences are gxaetsame as the experimental

treatment. The control group is needed for corsparpurposes. The treatment

is given to find out the effectiveness of usingriem brochures in teaching

writing descriptive text in junior high school.

This study will be conducted based on the followpngcedures:

1.

i

Trying out the instrument (tourism brochures).

Collecting the data.

In collecting the data, some techniques will be lexygx:

= Pre-test. This will be given to both groups beftre treatment of
using tourism brochure is applied. It is to findit othe initial
differences of writing outcomes between the groups.

= Post-test. This test will be employed in the f[asigram of this study,
and will be given to both groups.

Determining the data.

The findings are interpreted based on the dataysisain order to give

explanation on the result of the research durirggeolation.



4. Analyzing the data.
Determining the students’ mastery on writing by pomng the result of

the gain data with t-test formula, based on thecatdrs given.

H. Population and Sample

The population of the study is third grade of juniigh school in
Madrasah Tsanawiyah Assalafiyah Assirojiyah Cikglaron, Cianjur. The
sampling technique used in determining the resesaiaiple was Claster Random
Sampling. Claster Random Sampling is sample thahosen from some groups
of population. The random sampling that was usethis study was by raffling
the five classes then took the two classes asampls of the study. Appropiate
with the research design, one class is an eperahgrdup, and the other class is a

control group.They consist of 42 and 43 students.

|. Organization Of The Paper

The writer will organize the paper into five chagstas follows;
Chapter | Introduction. In this first major of this paper the writer imjive a
brief introduction to the area of investigation. hig chapter will include:
Background, Limitation of the problem, Statementtlod problem, Hypothesis,
The aims of the study, The significance of the gtudesearch methodology,
Population and sample, Organization of the paper.
Chapter Il Theoritical Foundation. It will consist of the theories, definitions,

and some widely accepted research which closedyeeito this study.



Chapter 111 Research Method. In this part, the writer will describe the prese

of investigation.

Chapter IV Research Findings and Discussion. The writer will describe and

interpret the findings based on the collected data.

Chapter V Conclusion and Suggestion. In the last chapter, the writer will draw
some conclusions of the research and draws songestigns as a contribution

for English teaching and learning for further resha



