CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses the background of the sthéyresearch questions, the
research goals, and the significance of the stlidyaddition, some definitions of

specific terms and the organization of the studyadso presented.

1.1 Background

When a teacher stands in front of the class andtssteaching, i.e.
accommodating students with a set of planned &esyine bears certain beliefs within
himself. In relation to teaching children, what believes about how children learn
affects what activities he develops to be admiresten his class. In other words, the
way he creates conditions for learning through piklagy. management and responses to
his students is determined by his beliefs and apians (Moon, 2004).

One of the factors that require consideration echéng is the students’ age.
Teachers of young learners should be aware ofdkeo&their students and make the
best out of it. It is to consider when designiegahing and learning activities in the
classroom. Activities in the classroom are to &djusted to the students’
characteristics in order to achieve the successeolearning. Consequently, during the
lesson a good scenario that involves consideratighe characteristics of a certain age
group, young children, is believed to promote stiislemotivation in learning (Harmer,
1999: 8).

Teachers of English need to consider their studexge which supports the

basis of their teaching practices and materialsluding media. Recognizing their



students’ characteristics would enrich their knagle on how to deal with their
students with certain age. Teachers would takefdhtor of the students’ age into
account in formulating a topic to deliver, startifigpm the learning objectives,
activities, media, and assessment. Harmer (20@lrnheld that people of different ages
have different needs, competence, and cognitivéks sHihus, by being aware of the
children’s development of learning, teachers w#l lbetter in providing appropriate
learning experiences for their students (Linse 5200

The focus of the study is to investigate what teeshbelieve about their
students’ characteristics and way of learning ibliguelementary schools. There are
some points that are accounted as misunderstandihgeachers towards young
children, as stated by Cameron (2001), in her bdedching Languages to Young
Learners. These false assumptions include that teachingremld straightforward and
that children only need to learn simple languade first assumption refers to teaching
children seen as an extension of mothering, nanastellectual enterprise. And, the
latter claims that the topics (the teaching mal€xitor teaching language to children
are simple, for example colors, numbers, songdalkiohg about themselves.

Those assumptions are considered false becausaingachildren needs
specialty. Teachers of young learners need skithanaging children, beside to have
knowledge of language, of teaching, and of languagening. Children are not only
interested in simple topics but also complicatefficdlt, and abstract topics (Cameron,
2001). Therefore, teachers of young learners haveave capability of how to manage
children and what to teach them.

These kinds of misassumption interest me in sughaw that | would like to

know more on what the teachers of English in elgargnschool believe about



children’s characteristics, children’s way of leaaghand implication of their beliefs in
the teaching and learning process in the classroom.

Many studies report teachers’ beliefs in languagering principles and how
the beliefs affect the teachers’ teaching practicele classroom. Two studies—among
others--are discussed as follow. Hind, et al (2@served that there were five kinds
of practices of English language teaching as amgkedanguage in the classes of a
primary school in Australia. First, the teacher®ved practical and multimodal
activities. Second, they gave explicit modeling amidcussion of managing the
students’ own learning. Third, in order to easehef students’ feelings of comfort and
to foster their self-confidence, the teachers reteto the students’ experience of other
cultures and languages. In addition to the skdldoé mastered by the students, the
teachers provided the four language skills: spegHistening, reading and writing. The
last is being aware of their role as a teacheg; tbeused on the students’ production of
language--emphasizing on modeling ‘correct’ ‘stadtd&nglish.

What the teachers did in the classroom was veryhmioftuenced by the age
principles and the approach they believed. Thecppies and approach are of how to
teach children in primary schools. Age was a facetffecting methods by which
language was best learned. Children were perceiweldave more time to achieve
mastery of a second language and thus freer tdoexX@and ‘discover’ in the language
learning.

Another study carried out by Liao (2007) revealbattelementary school
English teachers in Taiwan, both in-service andsam®ice ones, shared a similar and
consistent set of beliefs. Most of them had comrnehefs about: (1) the nature of

children’s English language development, which waaccordance with the research



literature on foreign language learning; (2) Enrglteaching methods and techniques
employed in the classroom, which were basicalluire with the teaching principles of
CLT; and (3) a strong sense of self-efficacy asliShgeachers in terms of doing their
work, which might have a positive impact on thesérfprmance based on the research
findings of educational psychology.

Particularly in Indonesian setting, Huda (1999)mp®iout that the teaching
English in elementary school should be conductedguspecial methods that suit the
nature of young learners. It needs special envieorimmand techniques of teaching so
that children can learn effectively. Furthermotesiobvious that to create the special
environments and to use the techniques, teachedstoadentify the characteristics of
their students and how they learn.

Several facts are exposed to the teaching andimeginglish language in
Indonesia. Suyanto’s observation exposed thédrem in elementary school learning
English were burdened with grammars and translation

(http://www.bpkpenabur.or.ide/kps-jkt/berita/2001has.pdf This phenomenon is

generally caused by the lack of knowledge on howd@n learn, that refers to the
approach the teachers believe in, and of undeinstgnon the factors influencing
foreign language learning for young children. Capsatly, children may lose their
interest to learn English. He further asserted thathers had an important role in the
success of teaching and learning English languageei elementary school.

Another finding is stated by Dormer (2007) in hricde. He found that many
teachers focused on accommodating their studengsass the test. Neglecting the

learning principles, the process of teaching amdnieg English in the classroom put



much effort on the success of the students in atlgehigh scores. They neglected
their focus to teach their students on the putsyproficiency in English.

Considering the facts above, it is worth investiggathe teaching and learning
English in elementary schools, particularly in tpeblic elementary schools in
Bandung, West Java, Indonesia. The study reportst Wie teachers believe about
children and how they learn, and how it affectswhag's their teaching the language in
the classroom. The implication studied is limitedthe teaching practice during the
lesson hour. Accordingly the result of the studpmorts the improvement of English

language teaching and learning in elementary sshool

1.2 Research Questions

Based on the background mentioned above, this sisidio address the

following questions:

(1) What do the teachers believe about children’s dteratics?
(2) What do the teachers believe about how childremladoreign language?

(3) Is what they believe reflected in the process atténg English in their classrooms?

1.3Research Goals

There are several aims to. achieve in this studsst,Fit is to find out the
teachers’ beliefs on children’s characteristics #rar way of learning. Then, it is to
see whether what they believe are reflected invtag they administer the lesson in

their classrooms.



1.4 Significance of The Study
This study suggests the teachers’ beliefs aboldrem, including their learning

principles and the effects on their techniques @aching English language in the
classroom. The findings of the study are expeabelet beneficial to the improvement
of English teaching and learning activities in edgnary schools. Since teaching
children is not the same as teaching adults inrdsgaf having different natures,
teachers of English in elementary schools are ranoeuraged to learn more about the
nature of children and approaches that are suifableeaching children in elementary

schools.

1.5 Definitions of the Terms

To the extent of the study, some terms are clargéie follow:
Teacher’'s beliefsrefer to teachers' beliefs on pedagogic setting.relates to the
principles the teachers have in the way childresrnleand their reflection on the
teaching practices in the classroom
Young learnersrefer to elementary school students. They range fycade 1 to 6.
English for Young Learners is English language taught to children, especially
elementary school.
Teaching techniquesrefer to specific classroom activities, conductgddachers and

students (Brown, 2001).

1.6 Organization of the Study

This study is organized in five chapters. Herdeslist of the organization.



Chapter 1 deals with the background and focus of the stunty rlevant researches
concerning teachers’ beliefs and the teachershteg@ractices in their classroom.
Chapter 2 presents the discussion on the teachers’ betibf&lren characteristics and
theories of learning. It also includes implicatioofsthe children characteristics and
learning theories in language learning.

Chapter 3 discusses the research methodology and explaimghedata are collected
and analyzed based on the literature reviews pregém Chapter 2.

In Chapter 4, the findings are presented to show what the traghrticipants’ beliefs
on children and how children learn a language. These findings are discussed to see
the implications of the beliefs and the teachinacpces the teachers conducted in their
classrooms.

In Chapter 5, some limitations of the study are discussed, tinelogions of this study

are provided, and suggestions for further researelproposed.



