CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

This first chapter introduces the details of theeech at the beginning of this

paper. The discussion of this chapter includeshidekground of the research, the

research problems, the purposes of the researeh, rébearch questions, the

hypothesis, the scope of the research, the signifiof the research, and the

clarification of the key terms.

1.1. TheBackground of the Resear ch

Not everyone is naturally able to write, especiall\english. Writing is

one of the English skills that can be practiced amastered. Writing in a

different language involves more than masteringzétsabulary and grammar.

English learners need to focus more on the proskwsiting than its product

(Harmer, 2001: 257). In fact, writing process isrencomplex than we think.

White and Arndt (1991: 5 as cited in Harmer, 20P88) stress that writing is

re-writing; that revision — seeing with new eyelsas a central role in the act of

creating text. In their model, the processes otimgiin an interrelated set of

recursive stages include:

Drafting

Structuring (ordering information, experimentinglwarrangement, etc.)
Reviewing (checking context, connection, assessipgct, editing)
Focusing (that is making sure you are getting tlessage across you want
to get across)



* Generating ideas and evaluation (assessing thé anafor subsequent
draft)

Unfortunately, they add, one of the disadvantadgegetiing the students
to concentrate on the process of writing is th#kes time: time to brainstorm
ideas or collect them in some other way; time taftda piece of writing and
then, with the teacher’s help, review it and edihivarious ways. This cannot
be done in short time. However, the various stageg well involve discussion
or a considerable amount of interaction betweerhtraand students, and
between the students themselves. So, when the gsratewriting is handled
appropriately it stretches across the whole culuiou

Considering the difficulties above, English teasheeed to choose the
effective method to facilitate students’ need irpiaving writing skill. By this
time, the development of teaching and learning Ehgis foreign language has
gone on rapidly. Many methods and strategies haea lnsed to facilitate the
English teaching and learning process. In line with development of the
teaching methodology and strategies, many expésts leave invented good
technology of media and tools to enhance the quafiteaching and learning
English.

The use of technology in education has been appliddly in teaching
and learning process. The current technology, éspethe use of computer,
has made teaching methodology develop along withiows computer
programs. This condition indirectly demands Engtisaichers to improve their

model of teaching by integrating technology intadeing and learning process.



Computer is needed to make the process of teaemddearning easier
and faster. One of the computer programs, Microdadtd, is a tool that can be
applied in the classroom to facilitate teaching &atning process. Microsoft
Word can be considered as the most famous useeoftdémputer for the
language learning today, especially for the stuglemtiting skills.

Harmer (2001: 261) adds that there are many goasors for using
Microsoft Word for writing, as the following lishews:

* A word-processing package removes the problem of pandwriting that

some students suffer from.

* A word-processing package allows the competent tesedit his or her
material at great speed and with great facility.

*  Spellcheckers can ease the task of achieving ¢speding.

» If students are working in group, a computer scregm sometimes be far
more visible to the whole group than a piece ofpgp might be.

However, in the process, teachers should be abietomize the use of
the Microsoft Word into teaching method in order &chieve the learning
objectives effectively and comprehensively. Inh#genthis research is
conducted to know the effectiveness of MicrosoftriVim improving students’
writing skills.

Therefore, by integrating Microsoft Word, which aalls students to
process, maintaining and manipulating documents, the English teaching
materials (writing), students are assumed to be @blproduce better writing

products.



1.2

Considering the significance of Microsoft Word eathing and learning
process, the writer intends to investigate the céiffeness of utilizing this

computer program in improving students’ writinglkski

The Research Problems

A few decades ago, writing teachers were mostlyceored with the
final product of writing: the essay, the reporte ttory, and what the product
should look like. Brown (1994: 320) states that ghe@ducts of writing’s
composition were supposed to: (a) meet certairdatals of prescribed English
rhetorical style, (b) reflect the accurate gramngey,organize the conformity
with what the audience would consider to be corveat.

Considering Brown’s statement above, the writeuaeEs that writing
text is rather difficult than it looks like. Studsnneed to sharpen their
awareness on the text’s criteria such as overghroration, vocabulary use,
grammatical use, and mechanical considerations sashspelling and
punctuation. As Brown (1994: 320) states on hiskmbrat a good deal of
attention was placed on ‘model’ compositions thiatients would emulate and
how well students’ final product measures up adammslist of criteria,
organization, vocabulary use, grammatical use, madhanical considerations
such as spelling and punctuation.

He adds, that, the use of technology: the word gesiag program in
teaching and learning process has brought thelplitysof using creative ways

for teachers in making teaching materials and Isélgents to learn English



incisively especially in writing. The program of$ethe students to maintain and
organize the documents (the texts) including volmlgwse, grammatical use,
and mechanical considerations such as spellingpandtuation.

So, considering the various applications which aftered by the
Microsoft Word and Brown’s criteria on writing proct, it would be an
interesting issue to be investigated to know how Microsoft Word can

influence students’ writing skills.

1.3. ThePurposes of the Research
This research has the following purposes:
1. To find out whether there is a significant improwon students’ writing

skills by utilizing Microsoft Word.

2. To find out students’ response on the use of Mmfto#d/ord in improving

their writing skills.

3. To calculate how significant the improvement is.



1.4. The Research Questions

1.5

1.6.

Based on the background above, some questionsoaneulated as
follows:

1. What is the effect of Microsoft Word in improvintudents’ writing skills?

2. What are the students’ responses toward the tegch@hod in improving

their writing skills?

The Hypothesis

A hypothesis is a tentative answer of the researoblems, until it is
proved through the collected data (Arikunto, 2006). Moreover, Hatch and
Farhady (1982: 3) defines a hypothesis as a teataiatement about the
outcome of the research. Since it is not posstbtedt a hypothesis directly, the
hypothesis must first be turned into a null hypsibeH,). Thus, the null
hypothesisKl,) proposed in this research is stated in the foligvgentence.
Ho : There is no significant difference on the studenvriting skills

between those who are using Microsoft Word andehvaso are not.

The Scope of the Resear ch

This research is largely descriptive statistics mrea that it involves
measuring data using graphs, tables, and basicipleses of numbers such as
averages or means. The subject of the researchstié the second grade

students of a Madrasah Tsanawiyah in Garut of amedgear 2008/2009.
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There are 60 students who are divided into two gspthe control group and
the experimental one. This study is limited to stgate the effectiveness of
Microsoft Word in improving students’ writing slgllin which all the students
will learn how to write or to produce texts. Eadloup gets different treatment
to investigate the use of Microsoft Word in writingxts, there are: the
experiment group getting the method by emphasizirgg use of Microsoft

Word and the control group getting the method bgpgigheir own handwriting

in writing texts.

The Significance of the Resear ch
The research will be significant for the teachefwvare applying the
technology, especially the Word Processor at Madirdssanawiyah or Junior
High School. This research was conducted in om@eassign the new method of
language learning by using technology to:
a. Achieve better students’ understanding in produdexds effectively and
creatively.
b. Be a resource of evaluation, discussion, predictioth decision making in
our language education system.
c. Give information to compare the ideal conditiont@dching related to the

theory and its application in different settingsl @ontexts.



1.8. TheClarification of theKey Terms

a. Teaching Writing refers to the teaching and learning process that
emphasizing student’ writing skills in producingfgposing written texts in

English.

b. Microsoft Word a computer program for writing, editing, revising
formatting, and printing text. It will be referrdd the use of Microsoft

Word 2000 and up in utilizing students in writirexts.

c. Students’ writing skillgefers to the ability to recognize and produce the
distinctive structures of a language and to usentkfectively in writing
texts. The emphasized writing components deerall organization
Content, Vocabulary Sentence grammar (language uys8pelling and
punctuation (mechanicgpBrown, 1994:320 and Jacob, et al. 1981 cited in

Weigle, 2007: 116).



