CHAPTER 111

RESEARCH METHODOL OGY

To achieve the objectives of the study, the metsetl in this inquiry was
descriptive qualitative. Dealing with such a method this chapter, the writer
discusses the research design, the setting of ttlty,sthe participants of the
study, the data gathering techniques, and the rdetfi@nalyzing the obtained

data.

3.1. Research Design

The present inquiry was considered as a researate st in nature
involves elements of a research. According to Nu(E992), a research is a
systematic process of inquiry consisting of thrisenents; (1) question, problems
or hypothesis, (2) data, and (3) analysis and pné¢ation of data. It is a process
which involves defining problem, stating objectiveand formulating a
hypothesis. In the other words, this study can besidered as a systematic
process of inquiry which involves gathering infotioa, classification, analysis,
and interpretation to see to what extent the iniiigective has been achieved.

Based on the nature, the purpose and researchiansess stated in the
previous chapter, this study was conducted throagiploying a qualitative

research design, in the form of a descriptive cgdy. Creswell (1994) states
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that qualitative research is an inquiry procesaraferstanding a social or human
problem, based on building a complex, holistic ymiet formed with words,
reporting detailed informants, and conducted iratural setting. While Erickson
(1986) as cited in Stainback and Stainback (1988heés qualitative research as a
research which involves (a) intensive, long termtipi@ation in a field setting, (b)
careful recording of what happens in the settingwvmting field notes and
interview notes and by collecting other kinds ofcamentary evidence; (c)
analytic reflection on the documentary records ioleth in the field; and (d)
reporting the results by means of detailed desoript direct quotes from
interviews, and interpretative commentary.

According to the definitions above, it seems chkbat qualitative research
Is'an inquiry method which focuses on revealingrttemtal process and what are
involved in the process regarding whole aspectstedlto the whole context in
social world. Therefore, it deals with answeringsfions of how, what and why.
Related to it, Merriam (1988) and Creswell (1994)egfurther explanation on
qualitative research’s characteristic, that quiiéaresearch is focused primarily
on process, rather than outcomes or products. Kind of research is also
descriptive in which the researcher is interestedprocess, meaning, and
understanding gained through words or pictures.

In harmony with the conceptions above, this paldicustudy was
particularly attempting at revealing the procesi@iv the teacher constructs the
final test for the students in the end of the Esfglprogram conducted at the

primary school. It descriptively answered the quwestof how the teachers
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constructed the final test on English for the sigthdes primary school students
and also to find out the tests’ complies with thgeotives of the English program
conducted in the schools.

The process of this qualitative study was inductivéhat the researcher
builds abstractions, concepts, hypotheses, andiéisefsom details. It was more
interested in seeing how participant makes senbesair her experiences, and the
structures of the world. In this present study, thsearcher was the primary
instrument for data collection and analysis. Darevmediated through this
human instrument, rather than through inventogegstionnaires, or machines.

The form of case study had been chosen for seveaslons. First, this
study were carried out in a single case (Stake nmli& 2005:8), that was,
investigating descriptively how teacher developiralftest on English for the
sixth grades primary school students in 2008/20@Bthe test’s compliance with
the objectives of the English program. Secondly,clanducting the present case
study, the researcher was actually working in thture of technique in doing a
case study since it was considered as the mostbsiimethod to reveal the
questions of the study. Here, the researcher egbla single entity or
phenomenon (as the case) bounded by time andtgctishich was the process of
how the English tests were being constructed by#ngcipants.

The researcher collected detailed information tghoa variety of data
collection procedures over a sustained period o€ tiwhich was conducted by
conducting interview and documentation. This casdyswas a descriptive record

of an individual's experiences and/or behaviors kgpthe researcher, who was

38



an outside observer. Besides, this study employeltipte sources of evidence-
converging from the same set of issues, which doteti the important aspect of
a case study (Yin, 2003:85 in Ansori, 2007). It vaéso mentioned that multiple
data collections also intended to expand the cocistvalidity of the study

(Merriam, 1998). The data collecting techniquesrajgel in this study were

questionnaire, interview and documentation.

3.2. Setting

The study focused on investigating descriptivelywhi&nglish teachers
develop final tests on English for the sixth gragesnary school students in
2008/2009 and the test’'s compliance with the objestof the English program.
It was conducted at three primary schools in PueyaprCentral Java, and it
involved three English teachers of the schools wieoe chosen purposively as
the sample of the study. In consideration of noiveagthical aspect of the study
(Reese et.al. 1984, Martin 2009, Ekvall et.al 20@bgrefore, the name of the
chosen participants and the schools are not séqeletitly in this research report
since it deals with individual actions and insiduaial works.

The site was chosen as it was apparently valuabheake the study to be
more efficiently conducted, since both of the reslear and the participant lived
in the same city, therefore the researcher posgiaty adequate access to the
participants. The researcher was also interestednducting the study in the site

since English had been known as relatively newesuildpr students of primary
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schools in the area so that it seemed valuablealuate whether the construction

of testing on English subject had been conductedepty there or in contrary.

3.3. Participants

Since this study was attempted at investigatingcri@ssely how final
tests on English for the sixth grades primary stlstadents in 2008/2009 were
constructed by the teachers and the test’'s congaiavith the objectives of the
English - program therefore, this study involved English teachers thse
participants of the study. There were three Engtesdichers of three different
primary schools in Purworejo, Central Java, who badn teaching English and
constructing English tests for the final examinatiwho were chosen purposively

as the participants of this study.

There were several reasons for choosing the tem@sethe respondent of
the study. First, the teachers had been experigiteaching English in the classes
of the primary schools for years and that they wireeloping the English final
test for the sixth grade primary school studentgh®yr selves according to the
objectives of the program. Secondly, the teachenewonsidered educated, and
therefore, had knowledge, adequate perception eaudige on the identified case.
Thirdly, the teachers, as the respondents, wereesadse. It enabled the
researcher to conduct the study efficiently. Anthafiiy, the participants involved

were considered adequate to fulfill the need fordewting the study.
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3.4. Data Collection Techniques

There were two instruments used for collecting ttata of this study.
Those instruments were: interview and documentyarsal

This present study focused on understanding arehlieg the process of
constructing the test as the ‘world’ being investegl from the subject’s point of
view. The process of constructing the test was stigated through operating
interview with the subject. It was the charact&ristf qualitative research which
apply interview in inquiry. In this qualitative m&rch, the interview was
conducted to understand the world from the sulggmbint of view, to unfold the
meaning of peoples’ experiences, to uncover tingedlworld prior to scientific
explanation (Kvale, 1996:1).

The interview in the present study was aimed atakng the process of
how the teacher constructs the test. It focusethersteps in constructing the test.
As stated in chapter Il, there should be certainoge& steps in constructing a
quality language test in this process. The methbahkdaining the data was
operated for this case since the process of cartstguthe test, like writing
process, seemed to be psychological process whashinvisible and, therefore,
revealing the process could be conducted by irdgerwvig the subject.

Interview, in this study, meant a conversation leetwthe researcher and
the respondents, i.e. the selected English teachiére interview was the
conversation with a purpose (Merriam, 1988:71). ihterview, one gives
information to another. In this case, informatioveg by the respondents was the

information needed by the researcher as the dateatsearch.
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Interview was considered very effective in thisdgtuGuba and Lincoln
(1981:158) as quoted by Ansori (2007) said that:

Experience in the field demonstrates that on soocasions, individual,
one-on-one interviewing is effective, that paneleimiewing can
sometimes elicit about as much information as ipassible to gamer
from a particular group, and that dual-intervieweodes may prove
extraordinarily useful under some circumstances.

In conducting the interview, the individual, opemded interview
technique was applied. In this study, the researcherviewed the teachers as the
respondents in March to June 2009.

The interviews were then documented by voice remoahd then they
were transcribed in the form of written texts. Alfle texts were read by the
respondent to confirm that all data are correcter&fore, some correction or
clarification occurred during this process. It mietrat checking was needed to
develop the credibility and accuracy of the datevgsilah, 2004).

Document analysis was the second technique inatmitethe data of the
study which was used to examine the tests’ corredgrace with the objectives of
the program. This data gathering technique was tesefitain the data in the form
of documents. The first thing to do is to get tlmmplete information of the
objectives of the English program implemented & phimary school and the
written English final tests in the sixth grade loé torimary school, the researcher
used the document analysis technique of obtaimaglata. It then is followed by

analyzing the tests batteries and correspond therterms of their particular
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objectives so that the researcher may find thes'testrrespondence with the
objectives of the English teaching program condligighe classes.

The steps of collecting the data by using docunaeralysis technique
were as follows:

1. Getting the document of the objectives of the Eigliprogram
implemented in the primary school, i.e. the culddou and the syllabus of
English program.

2. Making a copy of the curriculum and syllabus of pinegram.

3. Getting the printed documents of the written Engtisst batteries used for
the final test for the sixth grade primary schaoidents in the academic
year of 2008/2009.

4. Making a copy of the documents as the data.

3.5. Data Analysis

Data analysis was the process of systematicallyclses and arranging
the information of the data gathering techniqué (nterview transcripts, and
also the document analysis) that were accumulatadcrease understanding of
them and to enable to present what researcher isadvedred to others (Bogdan
and Biklen, 1992:153 in Ansori, 2007). In thisdbtuthe data analysis involved
working with data, organizing them, breaking themoi manageable units,

synthesizing them, searching for patterns, diseogewhat was important and
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what was to be learned, and deciding what woultblieto others in the report of
the study, according to the two determined reseaguelstions.

In doing data analysis of the data obtained froenititerview, the result of
the interview was firstly transcribed. In the tramgtion, similar with the data of
the questionnaires, the researcher used the indigle of the participants to keep
the objectivity in analyzing the further data (Keall996). The interviews which
had been transcribed were then re-checked by daitte sespondents to ensure
that the transcriptions really reflected what tleetipipants had meant (Kvale,
1996), and to enable the researcher to get somsibposinput from the
respondents (Smith et.al, 1990).

The examined transcriptions were then categorizedrding the topic to
which they were addressed for. This categorizatv@re then continued by
interpreting and analyzing the data; whether thveaked process of constructing
the test were correspond with the theory proposetthéd language testing experts,
and revealing what possible factors caused it ahg Whe analysis, then, were
reported descriptively.

The analysis of the documents data, on the othad,hmvolved the
following stages:

1. Classifying the objectives of the English progratoading to the type of
language skills (listening, speaking, reading amdivg) and the type of

language elements (vocabulary, grammar, and praeatiom).
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2. Classifying the English final test batteries acomgdto the type of
language skills (listening, speaking, reading amdivg) and the type of
language elements (vocabulary, grammar, and praeation).

3. Comparing the objectives of the English program s test batteries
according to the type of language skills (listenisgeaking, reading and
writing) and the type of language elements (vocatyllgrammar, and
pronunciation).

4. Interpreting the result of the analysis by givingsdription and some

critical comment on each of the case.
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