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TEACHER SCAFFOLDING IN JOINT CONSTRUCTION STAGES OF 

TEACHING WRITING AND STUDENT COGNITIVE ENGAGEMENT: 

A CASE STUDY 

Abstract 

This study is part of bigger research on teachers’ strategies in implementing Genre 

Based Pedagogy. This study aimed to investigate how scaffolding could be 

optimized by teachers in implementing Genre-Based Approach (GBA). More 

specifically, this study focused on Joint Construction as a stage of Genre Based 
Approach (GBA) teaching learning cycles in investigating how a teacher scaffolded 

learning and promoted students’cognitive engagement. This study involved one 

teacher in a school in one region in Indonesia. Thisstudy relied on the data obtained 
from classroom observation in a single case study. The data included the teacher 

and students’ interactions performing the teacher’s scaffolding processes in 

teaching writingin the Joint Construction stage, which were analyzed by applying a 

phasal model (Gregory, 1985,1988; Dreyfus et al., 2011). Some interview data were 
collected to complement the observation data. The observation and interview data 

were coded and drawn into themes through the scheme movements according to the 

phases of scaffolding, such as, 1) linking to prior experience and pointing to new 
experiences, 2) recapping, 3) appropriation, 4) recasting, 5) cued elicitation, and 6) 

increasing the prospectiveness. The analysis found that the scaffolding activities 

can promote students’ cognitive engagement. The findings show that the teacher 
scaffolding brought dominant positive impacts on student engagement reflected in 

collaboration, deep understanding, and background knowledge connection. The 

study recommends that further research could extend to other teaching practices in 
other disciplines in educational contexts. 

 

Keywords: Cognitive engagement, Genre Based Approach (GBA), Joint 
Construction, Teacher Scaffolding 
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