
AN ANALYSIS OF SEMANTIC DENSITY IN SELECTED CUSTOMS 

REGULATIONS FOR PASSENGERS 

 

 

  

 

A Thesis in Partial Fulfillment of the requirements for a Master’s Degree in Linguistics 

(M.Hum.)  

Indah Arti Fisilla 

2002269 

  

  

 

  

  

MASTER OF LINGUISTICS STUDY PROGRAM 

SCHOOL OF POSTGRADUATES 

INDONESIA UNIVERSITY OF EDUCATION 

2022 



 

2 

 

 

 

Indah Arti Fisilla, 2022 
AN ANALYSIS OF SEMANTIC DENSITY IN SELECTED CUSTOMS REGULATIONS FOR 
PASSENGERS 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

AN ANALYSIS OF SEMANTIC DENSITY IN SELECTED CUSTOMS 

REGULATIONS FOR PASSENGERS 

 

 

Oleh: 

Indah Arti Fisilla 

S. S. UPI Bandung, 2020 

 

 

 

Sebuah tesis yang diajukan untuk memenuhi salah satu syarat memperoleh gelar 

Magister Humaniora (M. Hum) pada Program Studi Linguistik Sekolah Pascasarjana 

Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia 

 

 

 

 

 

@ Indah Arti Fisilla 

Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia 

2022 

 

 

 

Hak Cipta dilindungi Undang-Undang 

Tesis ini tidak boleh diperbanyak, seluruhnya atau sebagian, dengan dicetak ulang, 

difotokopi, atau cara lainnya tanpa seizin dari penulis 

  



 

3 

 

 

 

Indah Arti Fisilla, 2022 
AN ANALYSIS OF SEMANTIC DENSITY IN SELECTED CUSTOMS REGULATIONS FOR 
PASSENGERS 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

PAGE OF APPROVAL 

AN ANALYSIS OF SEMANTIC DENSITY IN SELECTED CUSTOMS 

REGULATIONS FOR PASSENGERS 

Indah Arti Fisilla 

A THESIS 

Approved by: 

Advisor 1, 

   
 Dr. Rd. Safrina Noorman, M.A. 

NIP 196207291987032003 

Advisor 2, 

   

Wawan Gunawan, M.Ed., Ph.D. 

NIP. 19720916200003100 

Examiner 1, 

  
 Eri Kurniawan, M.A., Ph.D. 

NIP. 198111232005011002 

Examiner 2, 

  
Dian Dia-an Muniroh, S.Pd., M.Hum. 

NIP. 198110242005012001 

Head of the Master of Linguistics Study Program, 

  

Wawan Gunawan, M.Ed., Ph.D. 

NIP. 19720916200003100 



 

4 

 

 

 

Indah Arti Fisilla, 2022 
AN ANALYSIS OF SEMANTIC DENSITY IN SELECTED CUSTOMS REGULATIONS FOR 
PASSENGERS 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

This project would not have been possible without the involvement and cooperation 

of a large number of people, the names of whom cannot all be listed. 

I'd like to acknowledge and thank my supervisors for making this work possible. His 

direction and counsel was with me for all phases of writing this project.  

I'd like to thank my husband and my parents for their constant support and 

understanding while I was examining and writing my project. Your prayers and support for 

me have kept me going thus far. 

Above all, in the name of Almighty, the author of knowledge. 

 

   

 

Bandung, 29 Juni 2022 

 

Indah Arti Fisilla 

  



 

5 

 

 

 

Indah Arti Fisilla, 2022 
AN ANALYSIS OF SEMANTIC DENSITY IN SELECTED CUSTOMS REGULATIONS FOR 
PASSENGERS 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

ABSTRACT 

This study aims to analyze the density of noun phrases from custom regulations for 

passengers. This study investigates the semantic density of custom regulations that contributes 

to the degree of readers' understanding of the text and the misinterpretation it may cause. A 

qualitative study involving linguistic investigation and explanation from the perspective of 

Halliday´s (1985) Systemic Functional Linguistics was employed. The study relied on the 

data from twenty-two pages of custom regulations made public on the internet in 2021. The 

data were analyzed in several steps. First, the complicated noun phrases were recognized. 

Following identification, the analysis labelled the phrases per page depending on frequency. 

The data were then categorized based on how frequently they were used. Then, the data were 

rebuilt into words that can be related to the closest meaning. The final stage discussed the 

frequency using Maton and Doran's (2019) idea. The results show that the data did not show 

complexity. This study found the use of 877 everyday noun phrases; and 414 technical noun 

phrases. More everyday noun phrases used in the customs regulation text suggest that the text 

has been made easy for readers to read and understand the information. 

 

Keywords: Complexity, Custom Regulation, Readability, Semantic Density. 
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