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PREFACE 

 

 The present study entitled A Study on Conflict Modification in the Novel “I 

Am Number Four” and its Film Adaptation is submitted to the English Education 

Department of Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia as a partial requirement to 

achieve Sarjana Sastra degree. The study discussed the characterization of the 

main character in the novel “I Am Number Four” and its film adaptation through 

identified conflicts. The study also discussed how the changes in conflicts affect 

the characterization of the main character in the film adaptation. 
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researcher welcomes constructive criticisms and suggestions for the improvement 

of this study that will lead to a better research regarding this topic. The researcher 

hopes this study will be beneficial and serve as a useful reference to those who 

take interest in a similar study and to general readers as well.  
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A Study on Conflict Modification in the Novel “I Am Number Four” and its 

Film Adaptation 

Maria Novianti 

1701449 

Supervisors: Dr. Rd. Safrina Noorman, M.A. , Prof. Bachrudin Musthafa, M.A., 

Ph.D. 

 

ABSTRACT 

The present study entitled A Study on Conflict Modification in the Novel “I Am 

Number Four” and its Film Adaptation aims to investigate how conflicts affect 

the characterization of John Smith in the novel and the film adaptation. The study 

used a qualitative approach with textual analysis since the focus of the study is the 

conflicts identified in a form of text in the novel and dialogues in the film 

adaptation. Framed by the theory of adaptation (Hutcheon, 2006), the study found 

that even though the identified conflicts in the novel are the same as the identified 

conflicts in the film adaptation, they were still developed differently because of 

the dramatization done to the conflicts in the film adaptation, resulting in 

resolutions that are more violent. By reducing peace, distilling violence and 

adding violence, the identified conflicts in the film adaptation were modified into 

conflicts which made the characterization of John Smith more violent-looking, 

aggressive, unstable, and reckless compared to John Smith in the novel.  

Keywords: adaptation, characterization, conflict 

  



8 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
PAGE OF APPROVAL ........................................................................................ 2 

STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION ............................................................. 3 

PREFACE .............................................................................................................. 4 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS .................................................................................. 5 

ABSTRACT ........................................................................................................... 7 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ...................................................................................... 8 

LIST OF TABLES .............................................................................................. 10 

LIST OF FIGURES ............................................................................................ 11 

CHAPTER I .............................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

INTRODUCTION .................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

1.1. Background of the Study .......................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

1.2. Research Question ..................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

1.3. Objective of the Study ............................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

1.4. Scope of the Study ..................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

1.5. Significance of the Study ........................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

1.6. Clarification of Key Terms ....................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

1.7. Organization of the Paper......................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

CHAPTER II ............................................................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

LITERARY REVIEW ............................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

2.1. Theory of Adaptation ................................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

2.2. Novel ........................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

2.3. Film ............................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

2.4. Character ................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

2.5. Characterization ........................................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

2.6. Conflicts ...................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

2.7. Previous Studies ......................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

CHAPTER III .......................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ........................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

3.1. Research Method ....................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 



9 
 

3.2. Data Source ................................................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

3.3. Synopsis of the Data .................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

3.4. Data Collection .......................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

3.5. Data Analysis ............................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

CHAPTER IV ........................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION ............................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

4.1. Conflicts in “I Am Number Four” Novel and its Film Adaptation

 Error! Bookmark not defined. 

4.2. Leaning Towards Violence ....................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

CHAPTER V ............................................................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS ............... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

5.1. Conclusions ................................................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

5.2. Suggestions ................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................... 12 

 

  



10 
 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

Table 1 ................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 2 ................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 3 ................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 4 ................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 5 ................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 6 ................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 7 ................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 8 ................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 9 ................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 10 ................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 11 ................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 12 ................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 13 ................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 14 ................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

 

 

  



11 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 

Figure 1 ................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Figure 2 ................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Figure 3 ................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Figure 4 ................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Figure 5 ................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Figure 6 ................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Figure 7 ................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Figure 8 ................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Figure 9 ................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Figure 10 ............................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Figure 11 ............................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Figure 12 ............................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Figure 13 ............................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Figure 14 ............................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Figure 15 ............................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Figure 16 ............................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

  



12 
 

REFERENCES 

 

Abrams, M. H. (1999). A Glossary of Literary Terms (7th ed.). Boston: Earl 

McPeek. 

Acocella, J. (2020, February). What’s Lost and Gained in a Modern “Little 

Women.” https://www.newyorker.com/culture/cultural-comment/whats-lost-

and-gained-in-a-modern-little-women 

Arifin, M. Z. (2019). Comparative Study the Main Characters of Bridget Jones’ 

Diary in the Novel and Movie. State Islamic University of Sunan Ampel. 

Bartsch, A., & Mares, M.-L. (2014). Making Sense of Violence: Perceived 

Meaningfulness as a Predictor of Audience Interest in Violent Media Content. 

Journal of Communication, 64(5), 956–976. 

https://doi.org/DOI:10.1111/JCOM.12112 

Bernhardt, K. S. (1953). Practical Psychology. McGraw Hill Book Company, 

Toronto. 

Bricken, R. (2015). Why The Hunger Games Books Will Always Be Better Than 

the Movies. GIZMODO. https://gizmodo.com/why-the-hunger-games-books-

will-always-be-better-than-t-1744453117 

Bushman, B. J., Jamieson, P. E., Weitz, I., & Romer, D. (2013). Gun Violence 

Trends in Movies. Pediatrics, 132(6), 1014–1018. 

Caruso, D. J. (2011). I Am Number Four. Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. 

Charters, A. (2018). The Story and Its Writer: An Introduction to Short Fiction 

(10th Ed.). Bedford/St. Martin’s. 

Diansari Artawan, N. M. P., Shanti Sari Dewi, A. A. S., & Weddha Savitri, P. 

(2020). The External Conflict Faced by The Main Character in Five Feet 

Apart Movie. Udayana Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities (UJoSSH), 

4(1), 31. https://doi.org/10.24843/ujossh.2020.v04.i01.p06 



13 
 

DiYanni, R. (2006). Literature: Approaches to Fiction Poetry and Drama. New 

York: The McGraw – Hill Companies, Inc. 

Ekapratama, F., & Sinaga, L. S. M. (2017). Conflicts Of The Main Character In 

Critical Eleven Movie. Universitas Negeri Medan. 

Hastiyantini, D. (2016). The Changes Events of Adaptation from The Painted Veil 

Novel by W. Somerset Maugham into Film by John Curran. Jember 

University. 

Hornby, A. S. (1995). Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (J. Crowther (ed.); 

5th ed.). OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS. 

Hutcheon, L. (2006). A Theory of Adaptation. New York: Routledge. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203957721 

Kenney, W. P. (1966). How to Analyze Fiction. New York: MONARCH PRESS. 

Kim, H., Sefcik, J. S., & Bradway, C. (2017). Characteristics of qualitative 

descriptive studies: A systematic review. Research in Nursing & Health, 40, 

23–42. 

Legel, L. (2012). 31 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE HUNGER GAMES BOOK 

AND MOVIE. https://www.mtv.com/news/2768053/differences-between-the-

hunger-games-book-and-movie/ 

Lore, P. (2010). I Am Number Four. New York City: HarperCollins. 

Miller, J. (1986). Subsequent performances. London: Faber and Faber. 

Nicolaou, E. (2020). Why Greta Gerwig’s Little Women Movie Radically 

Changed the Book’s Ending. Oprah Daily. 

https://www.oprahdaily.com/entertainment/a30186941/little-women-ending/ 

Nikolajeva, M. (2002). The Rhetoric of Character in Children’s Literature (First 

Pape). Scarecrow Press, Inc. https://doi.org/10.1353/chq.0.1484 

Rizal, M. (2017). A Film Adaptation on Characterization of Main Characters 



14 
 

from the Lauren Kate’s Fallen. Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik 

Ibrahim. 

Taylor, R. (1981). Understanding The Elements of Literature. New York: St. 

Martin’s Press. 

Thomas, K. W., & Kilmann, R. H. (1974). Thomas-Kilmann Conflict Mode 

Instrument. Tuxedo: XICOM. 

Trimmer, J. F., & Jennings, C. W. (1985). Fictions (2nd Ed.). Harcourt Brace 

Jovanovich. 

Wulansari, C. D. S., & Hidayat, A. (2016a). Characterization Analysis Of The 

Main Character Of The Secret Garden ( A Comparative Study of 

Characterization in the Movie and Novel ) Characterization Analysis Of The 

Main Character Of The Secret Garden. Wanasastra, VIII(2). 

Wulansari, C. D. S., & Hidayat, A. (2016b). Characterization Analysis Of The 

Main Character Of The Secret Garden (A Comparative Study of 

Characterization in the Movie and Novel). Wanastra, 8(2), 37–45. 

 

 


