
Anisa Rimba Lestari, 2022 
MULTIMODAL ANALYSIS: PEDAGOGICAL REPRESENTATION OF VISUAL IMAGES IN EFL TEXTBOOKS 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

MULTIMODAL ANALYSIS: PEDAGOGICAL REPRESENTATION OF 

VISUAL IMAGES IN EFL TEXTBOOKS 

 

 

 

A RESEARCH PAPER 

Submitted to the English Language Education Study Program,  

Faculty of Language and Literature Education, Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia 

in a Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements for Sarjana Pendidikan Degree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anisa Rimba Lestari 

1800695 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE EDUCATION 

UNIVERSITAS PENDIDIKAN INDONESIA 

2022



 

i 
Anisa Rimba Lestari, 2022 
MULTIMODAL ANALYSIS: PEDAGOGICAL REPRESENTATION OF VISUAL IMAGES IN EFL TEXTBOOKS 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

PAGE OF APPROVAL 

 

“Multimodal Analysis: Pedagogical Representation of Visual Images in EFL 

Textbooks” 

 

A Research Paper 

Anisa Rimba Lestari 

1800695 

 

Approved by: 

Supervisor  

 

Dr. Budi Hermawan, S.Pd., M.P.C. 

NIP. 197308072002121002 

 

Co-Supervisor  

 

Pupung Purnawarman, M.S.Ed., Ph.D. 

NIP. 196810231998031001 
 

 

Head of English Language Education Study Program 

Faculty of Language and Literature Education 

Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia 

 

Prof. Emi Emilia, M.Ed., Ph.D. 

NIP. 196609161990012001 

 



 

ii 
Anisa Rimba Lestari, 2022 
MULTIMODAL ANALYSIS: PEDAGOGICAL REPRESENTATION OF VISUAL IMAGES IN EFL TEXTBOOKS 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION 

 

I, as the researcher of this study, certify that this research titled “Multimodal 

Analysis: Pedagogical Representation of Visual Images in EFL Textbooks” is my 

own work. I am also aware that, undoubtedly, this research could not have been 

done without other researchers. Therefore, I have quoted related statements from 

various scholars. All quoted statements have been cited appropriately. 

 

 

 

 

Bandung, August 2022 

 

Anisa Rimba Lestari 

1800695 

  



 

iii 
Anisa Rimba Lestari, 2022 
MULTIMODAL ANALYSIS: PEDAGOGICAL REPRESENTATION OF VISUAL IMAGES IN EFL TEXTBOOKS 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

PREFACE 

 

Praise be to Allah SWT. for giving me the strength for finishing this final 

research paper, blessing me with this incredibly tiring yet rewarding journey. My 

endless prayers go to Prophet Muhammad SAW. for his blessings for his people. 

This research, titled “Multimodal Analysis: Pedagogical Representation of 

Visual Images in EFL Textbooks”, is submitted as one of the requirements for the 

Sarjana Pendidikan degree of English Education Department of Faculty Language 

and Literature Education of Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia. This research aimed 

at investigating the pedagogical representation of visual images from the 

representational, interactive, and compositional meaning of the visual in the EFL 

textbooks. The need to conduct this research was based on the current trend of 

multimodality within the educational context as a fundamental aspect of the 
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found a gap concerning the research on visual meanings of the images in the EFL 
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ABSTRACT 

Within the educational context, multimodality and multimodal literacy have been studied 

as a goal of literacy education, a fundamental aspect of the classroom's semiotic activities, 

and instructional materials that aim to promote learning. As a result, textbooks nowadays 

are highly visual in their design. In language teaching and learning, visual images can act 

as communication tools and powerful elements in building students’ knowledge about the 

outside world, creating a social setting that cannot be formed in a classroom environment, 

and giving real-life examples. The purpose of this research is to investigate the pedagogical 

representation of visual images from the representational, interactive, and compositional 

meanings of visuals in EFL textbooks. This research adopts the visual grammar framework 

proposed by Kress and van Leeuwen (2006). The data in this research cover the visual 

images from two Indonesian EFL textbooks for 10-grade students. The findings suggest 

that representationally, the images in EFL textbooks are utilised to help students to 

understand the content and social interaction and to transfer conceptual knowledge by 

matching the image with its real-world referent following the topics in the textbooks. 

Interactively, social relations and power equality exist between the image and the viewer. 

Compositionally, the images have an essential role in language learning that help students 

to engage effectively with the exercises in the textbooks, and the EFL textbooks construct 

the conceptual meaning of the text from the Top/Bottom (Ideal/Real) composition. 

 

Keywords: Compositional Meaning, EFL textbooks, Interactive Meaning, 

Representational Meaning, Visual images  
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ABSTRAK 

Dalam konteks pendidikan, literasi multimodalitas dan multimodalitas telah dipelajari 

sebagai tujuan pendidikan literasi, aspek fundamental dari aktivitas semiotik kelas, dan 

materi instruksional yang bertujuan untuk mempromosikan pembelajaran. Akibatnya, 

desain buku teks saat ini sangat visual. Dalam pengajaran dan pembelajaran bahasa, gambar 

visual dapat bertindak sebagai alat komunikasi dan elemen yang penting dalam 

membangun pengetahuan siswa tentang dunia luar, menciptakan pengaturan sosial yang 

tidak dapat dibentuk di lingkungan kelas, dan memberikan contoh kehidupan nyata. Maka 

tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui representasi pedagogis gambar visual 

dari makna representasional, interaktif, dan komposisi visual dalam buku teks EFL. 

Penelitian ini mengadopsi kerangka tata bahasa visual yang dikemukakan oleh Kress dan 

van Leeuwen (2006). Data dalam penelitian ini meliputi gambar visual dari dua buku teks 

Bahasa Indonesia EFL untuk siswa kelas 10. Temuan menunjukkan bahwa secara 

representasi, gambar dalam buku teks EFL digunakan untuk membantu siswa memahami 

konten dan interaksi sosial dan untuk mentransfer pengetahuan konseptual dengan 

mencocokkan gambar dengan referensi dunia nyata sesuai topik dalam buku teks. Secara 

interaktif, hubungan sosial dan kesetaraan kekuasaan ada antara gambar dan siswa. Secara 

komposisi, gambar memiliki peran penting dalam pembelajaran bahasa yang membantu 

siswa untuk terlibat secara efektif dengan latihan di buku teks, dan buku teks EFL 

membangun makna konseptual teks dari struktur Atas/Bawah (Ideal/Nyata). 
 

Kata Kunci: Buku teks EFL, Gambar visual, Makna Interaktif, Makna Komposisi, 

Makna Representasi 
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