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ABSTRACT 

In recent years, there has been surge of interest in the study of research abstracts and its 

rhetorical structure. While the number of studies in rhetorical moves of RA abstracts keeps 

growing, thesis and dissertation abstracts still receive little attention, especially in regard 

to the relationship between genre knowledge and its rhetorical realization. The current 

study seeks to identify the variations of rhetorical move manifestation in abstracts of 

master’s theses and dissertations written by local and international graduate lecturers as 

well as to explore the relationship between the manifestations and the author’s genre 

knowledge development. This study adopted a qualitative approach with Hyland’s (2000) 

five-move analysis model as the primary framework of the study. The findings revealed 

that there were similarities in the realization of rhetorical structure of abstracts by the local 

and international graduates. The study also discovered that the author’s educational level 

and supportive academic environment contribute to their genre knowledge development. 

The results of this study provide a clearer picture to aid in the development of a universal 

guideline for abstract writing in final papers for higher education. 

Keywords: Abstracts, genre knowledge, move analysis, rhetorical structure. 

 

  



 

 

Tara Devina Putri, 2021 
RHETORICAL MOVE AND GENRE KNOWLEDGE DEVELOPMENT ANALYSIS OF THESIS AND 
DISSERTATION ABSTRACTS OF LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL GRADUATE LECTURERS 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

PAGE OF APPROVAL ......................................................................................... i 

STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION ............................................................. ii 

PREFACE ............................................................................................................. iii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ................................................................................... iv 

ABSTRACT .......................................................................................................... vi 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .................................................................................... vii 

LIST OF TABLES ............................................................................................... ix 

CHAPTER I ........................................................................................................... 1 

INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................. 1 

1.1 Background of the Study ....................................................................... 1 

1.2 Purpose of the Study .............................................................................. 4 

1.3 Statement of Problems ........................................................................... 4 

1.4 Scope of the Study .................................................................................. 5 

1.5 Significance of the Study ........................................................................ 5 

1.6 Clarification of Terms ............................................................................ 5 

1.7 Organization of Paper ............................................................................ 5 

CHAPTER II ......................................................................................................... 7 

LITERATURE REVIEW ..................................................................................... 7 

2.1 English Academic Writing ..................................................................... 7 

2.2 Genre Analysis ........................................................................................ 8 

2.3 Move Analysis ......................................................................................... 9 

2.4 Genre Knowledge and Its Development ............................................. 10 

2.5 Research Abstracts ............................................................................... 11 

2.6 Previous Studies .................................................................................... 13 

CHAPTER III ..................................................................................................... 17 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ...................................................................... 17 

3.1 Research Design .................................................................................... 17 

3.2 Data Collection ..................................................................................... 18 

3.3 Data Analysis ........................................................................................ 19 

3.4 Data Presentation ................................................................................. 20 

CHAPTER IV ...................................................................................................... 23 



 

 

Tara Devina Putri, 2021 
RHETORICAL MOVE AND GENRE KNOWLEDGE DEVELOPMENT ANALYSIS OF THESIS AND 
DISSERTATION ABSTRACTS OF LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL GRADUATE LECTURERS 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION ........................................................................ 23 

4.1 Findings of the Rhetorical Move ......................................................... 23 

4.1.1 Move Occurrence .......................................................................... 24 

4.1.2 Step Occurrence ............................................................................ 28 

4.1.3 Move Patterns ................................................................................ 30 

4.2 Findings on the Genre Knowledge Development .............................. 32 

4.3 Discussion .............................................................................................. 37 

4.3.1 Discussion on the Rhetorical Moves and Steps .......................... 37 

4.3.2 Discussion on the Genre Knowledge Development .................... 40 

CHAPTER V ....................................................................................................... 43 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS ............................................................ 43 

5.1 Conclusion ............................................................................................. 43 

5.2 Suggestions ............................................................................................ 44 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................... 45 

APPENDIX .......................................................................................................... 49 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Tara Devina Putri, 2021 
RHETORICAL MOVE AND GENRE KNOWLEDGE DEVELOPMENT ANALYSIS OF THESIS AND 
DISSERTATION ABSTRACTS OF LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL GRADUATE LECTURERS 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 3.1 Hyland's five-move model .................................................................... 18 

Table 3.2 Sample move analysis table .................................................................. 20 

Table 3.3 Sample interview question analysis table ............................................. 21 

Table 4.1 The occurrence of moves and steps in theses and dissertations ............ 23 

Table 4.2 Frequency of move occurrence in each abstract ................................... 24 

Table 4.3 Frequency of step occurrence in each abstract...................................... 28 

Table 4.4 Move patterns in each abstract .............................................................. 30 

  



 

 

Tara Devina Putri, 2021 
RHETORICAL MOVE AND GENRE KNOWLEDGE DEVELOPMENT ANALYSIS OF THESIS AND 
DISSERTATION ABSTRACTS OF LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL GRADUATE LECTURERS 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

REFERENCES 

Al-Khasawneh, F. M. (2017). A genre analysis of research article abstracts written 

by native and non-native speakers of English. Journal of Applied Linguistics 

and Language Research, 4(1), 1-13. 

Amnuai, W. (2019a). Analyses of rhetorical moves and linguistic realizations in 

accounting research article abstracts published in international and Thai-based 

journals. SAGE Open, 9(1). doi:10.1177/2158244018822384 

Amnuai, W. (2019b). Rhetorical move structures and linguistic realizations of 

abstracts in ICT research articles and master's theses. SAGE Open, 8(1), 157-

184. 

Askehave, I., & Swales, J. M. (2001). Genre identification and communicative 

purpose: A problem and a possible solution. Applied Linguistics, 22(2), 195‐

212. 

Bazerman, C. (2013). A theory of literate action: Literate action volume 2. Fort 

Collins, CO: WAC Clearinghouse. 

Behnam, B., & Golpour, F. (2014). A genre analysis of English and Iranian research 

articles abstracts in applied linguistics and mathematics. International Journal 

of Applied Linguistics and English Literature, 3(5), 173–179. 

doi:10.7575/aiac.ijalel.v.3n.5p.173 

Bhatia, V. K. (1993). Analyzing genre: Language use in professional settings. 

Harlow, UK: Longman. 

Bhatia, V. K. (2004). Worlds of written discourse: A genre-based view. Cornwall, 

UK: Continuum International Publishing Group Ltd. 

Bordage, G., & McGaghie. W. C. (2001). Title, authors, and abstracts. Academic 

Medicine, 76(9), 945-947. 

Casanave, C. P. (2002). Writing games: Multicultural case studies of academic 

literacy practices in higher education. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum 

Associates. 

Creswell, J. W., & Creswell, J. D. (2017). Research design: Qualitative, 

quantitative, and mixed methods approaches. United States: SAGE 

Publications. 

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: Planning, conducting, and 

evaluating quantitative and qualitative research. Boston, MA: Pearson 

Education. 

Crystal, D. (2003). English as a global language (2nd ed). Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Darabad, A. M. (2016). Move analysis of research article abstracts: A cross-

disciplinary study. International Journal of Linguistics, 8(2), 125-140. 

doi:10.5296/ijl.v8i2.9379 



 

 

Tara Devina Putri, 2021 
RHETORICAL MOVE AND GENRE KNOWLEDGE DEVELOPMENT ANALYSIS OF THESIS AND 
DISSERTATION ABSTRACTS OF LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL GRADUATE LECTURERS 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

Driscoll, D. L., Paszek, J., Gorzelsky, G., Hayes, C. L., & Jones, E. (2020). Genre 

knowledge and writing development: Results from the writing transfer project. 

Written Communication, 37(1), 69-103. doi:10.1177/0741088319882313 

Gani, F. G., Kurniawan, E., Gunawan, W., & Lubis, A. H. (2021, April). Rhetorical 

moves analysis in soft and hard science lecturers’ master’s thesis and 

dissertation abstracts In Thirteenth Conference on Applied Linguistics 

(CONAPLIN 2020) (pp. 156-161). Atlantis Press. 

Heng, C. S. & Ebrahimi, S. F. (2012). Marked themes as context frames in research 

article abstracts. GEMA Online® Journal of Language Studies, 12(4), 1147-64. 

Huckin, T. N. (2001). Abstracting from abstracts. In M. Hewings (Ed.), Academic 

writing in context. Birmingham, UK: University of Birmingham Press. 

Hyland, K. (2000). Disciplinary discourses: Social Interactions in academic 

writing. London: Longman. 

Hyland, K. (2004). Disciplinary discourses: Social interactions in academic 

writing. The University of Michigan Press. 

Hyland, K. (2006). Disciplinary Differences: Language Variation in Academic 

Discourses. In Academic Discourse across Disciplines. 

Hyland, K. (2009). Academic Discourse: English in a Global Context (Issue 3). 

Continuum. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jeap.2010.02.009 

Kafes, H. (2012). Cultural traces on the rhetorical organization of research article 

abstracts. International Journal on New Trends in Education and Their 

Implications, 3(3), 207-20. 

Kaplan, R. B. (1966). Cultural thought patterns in inter-cultural education. 

Language Learning, 16(1), 399–418. 

Katic, M., & Safranj, J. (2018). An analysis of dissertation abstracts written by non-

native English speakers at a Serbian university: Differences and similarities 

across disciplines. In M. Chitez, C. Doroholschi, O. Kruse, Ł. Salski, & D. 

Tucan (Eds.), University writing in Central and Eastern Europe: Tradition, 

transition, and innovation (pp. 231-248). Springer, Cham. doi:10.1007/978-3-

319-95198-0_16 

Krajňáková, D. (2015). Genre analysis of English-written master’s theses and 

dissertation abstracts in the setting of Prešov University. Studia Anglica 

Resoviensia, 12, 30-39. doi:10.15584/sar.2015.12.3 

Kurniawan, E., Lubis, A. H., Suherdi, D., & Danuwijaya, A. A. (2019). Rhetorical 

organization of applied linguistics abstracts: Does scopus journal quartile 

matter? GEMA Journal of Language Studies, 19(4), 184-202. 

doi:10.17576/gema-2019-1904-10 

Lincoln, Y. and Guba, E. (2000). Paradigmatic Controversies, Contradictions, and 

Emerging Confluences. In Denzin, N. & Lincoln, Y. (Eds). Handbook of 

Qualitative Research. London: Sage Publication Inc. 



 

 

Tara Devina Putri, 2021 
RHETORICAL MOVE AND GENRE KNOWLEDGE DEVELOPMENT ANALYSIS OF THESIS AND 
DISSERTATION ABSTRACTS OF LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL GRADUATE LECTURERS 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

Lorés, R. (2004). On RA abstracts: From rhetorical structure to thematic 

organization. English for Specific Purposes, 23(3), 280-302. 

Lubis, A. H., & Kurniawan, E. (2020). A review of genre analysis of research 

abstracts: Lessons learned and recommendations for future research directions, 

pedagogical practices, and policies. In Anshori, D., Purnawarman, P., 

Gunawan, W. & Wirza, Y. (Eds). Language, education, and policy for the 

changing society: Contemporary theory and research, (pp. 109-124). Bandung: 

UPI Press. 

Mauludini, Y. R. (2020). Move Analysis of Humanities Dissertation Abstracts in 

Indonesian And English Higher Institutions: A Comparative Study [Bachelor’s 

thesis, Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia]. UPI Repository. 

http://repository.upi.edu/53306/ 

Nunan, D. (2003). The impact of English as a global language on educational 

policies and practices in the Asia-Pacific region. TESOL Quarterly, 37(4), 589. 

doi: 10.2307/3588214 

Nwogu, K. (1997). The medical research paper: structure and functions. English for 

Specific Purposes, 16(2), 119-138. 

Pho, P. D. (2008). Research article abstracts in applied linguistics and educational 

technology: A study of linguistic realizations of rhetorical structure and 

authorial stance. Discourse Studies, 10(2), 231-50. 

Pratiwi S. N., Kurniawan, E., Gunawan, W., & Lubis, A.H. (2021, April). Move 

analysis of master’s thesis and dissertation abstracts in English and Indonesian. 

In Thirteenth Conference on Applied Linguistics (CONAPLIN 2020) (pp. 568-

573). Atlantis Press. 

Prior, P. (1995). Redefining the tasks: An ethnographic examination of writing and 

responses in graduate seminars. In D. Belcher, & G. Brain (Eds.), Academic 

writing in a second language: Essays on research and pedagogy (pp. 47-82). 

Norwood, NJ: Ablex. 

Ramadhini, T. M., Wahyuni, I. T., Ramadhani, N. T., Kurniawan, E., Gunawan, 

W., & Muniroh, R. D. D. A. (2021, April). The rhetorical moves of abstracts 

written by the authors in the field of hard sciences. In Thirteenth Conference on 

Applied Linguistics (CONAPLIN 2020) (pp. 587-592). Atlantis Press. 

Rao, P. S. (2019). The role of English as a global language. Research Journal of 

English, 4(1), 65-79. 

Ren, H., & Li, Y. (2011). A comparison study on the rhetorical moves of abstracts 

in published research articles and master's foreign-language theses. English 

Language Teaching, 4(1), 162. doi:10.5539/elt.v4n1p162 

Rounsaville, A. (2014). Situating transnational genre knowledge: A genre trajectory 

analysis of one student’s personal and academic writing. Written 

Communication, 31(3), 332-364. doi:10.1177/0741088314537599 



 

 

Tara Devina Putri, 2021 
RHETORICAL MOVE AND GENRE KNOWLEDGE DEVELOPMENT ANALYSIS OF THESIS AND 
DISSERTATION ABSTRACTS OF LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL GRADUATE LECTURERS 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

Saidi, M., & Cheragi, F. (2020). Global journal of foreign abstracts: Local versus 

international journal. Global Journal of Foreign Language Teaching, 10(2), 

111-119. doi:10.18844/gjflt.v10i2.4699 

Suherdi, D., Kurniawan, E., & Lubis, A. H. (2021). Does cognition reflect 

performance? Rhetorical organization of journal article abstracts written by 

Indonesian authors. In Hamied, F. A. (Ed). Literacies, culture, and society 

towards industrial revolution 4.0: Reviewing policies, expanding research, 

enriching practices in Asia, (pp. 209-227). New York: Nova Science 

Publishers, Inc. 

Swales, J. M. (1990). Genre analysis: English in academic and research settings. 

Cambridge University Press. 

Swales, J. M. (2004). Research genres: Explorations and applications. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

Swales, J. M., & Feak, C. B. (2009). Abstracts and the writing of abstracts. The 

University of Michigan Press. 

Tankó, G. (2017). Literary research article abstracts: An analysis of rhetorical 

moves and their linguistic realizations. Journal of English for Academic 

Purposes, 27, 42-55. 

Tardy, C. (2009). Building genre knowledge. West Lafayette: Parlor Press. 

Uzun, K. (2017). The relationship between genre knowledge and writing 

performance. The Journal of Teaching English for Specific and Academic 

Purposes, 5(2), 153-162. doi: 10.22190/JTESAP1702153U 

Van Bonn, S., & Swales, J. M. (2007). English and French journal abstracts in the 

language sciences: Three exploratory studies. Journal of English for Academic 

Purpose, 6(2), 93‐108. 

Wuttisrisiriporn, N. (2017). Comparative Rhetorical Organization of ELT Thesis 

Introductions Composed by Thai and American Students. English Language 

Teaching, 10(12), 1. doi:10.5539/elt.v10n12p1 

 

  


