CHAPTER

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents an introduction to the stiitys chapter consists of
seven sections: background of the study, researektigns, aims of the research,
scope of the research, significance of the studigrification of terms, and

organization of paper.

1.1 Background of the study

Writing plays an important role for students whe an the process of
learning a language. In language learning, writisgone of important skills
because it is the most effective way to show somsoknglish proficiency,
include the ability and difficulties (Ren, et aQ(D).

In Indonesian school, students are required tanléarwrite different text
types. According to Indonesian Curricula (2004gréhare some types of text that
should be learned by tenth graders in English stijeey are Recount, Narrative,
Procedural, News Item and Descriptive. In this aede, the text type will focus
on Descriptive text.

One way that can be used to find out students’ kedge about English is
by analyzing the students’ text/writing. Analyzisdents’ text is very important
to do because it can help English teacher to fintitbe students’ ability and

difficulties in writing (Lock, 1996). Further, Enml (2005) stated that research

Junita Siahaan, 2013

An Analysis Of Students’ Ability And Difficulties In Writing Descriptive Texts (A Case Study Of
Tenth Graders In A Senior High School In Bandung)

Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu



about analyzing students’ text is very importantdto because by knowing the
students’ difficulties, it can lead the teachestdve the students’ problems.

Research about students’ ability and difficultissmportant to do to help
both teachers and students. However, in Indonessgarch about students’
ability and difficulties in writing each of typexeis not many. So, in this research
the researcher has a desire to find out the stsidability and difficulties in
writing, especially in Descriptive text.

From the elaboration above, this research is iméntd find out tenth
graders’ ability and difficulties in writing desptive text by analyzing the
students’ text in terms of schematic structure dinduistic features using
Systemic Functional Linguistics, and then clasafythe possible measures that
can be used by the teachers to help the studentsine the errors based on the
difficulties they face in writing descriptive texihe results of the study are
expected to give contribution for language learnimg theoretically and
practically. Theoretically, this study is expectem give a real portrait about
Indonesian students’ ability and difficulties initirg Descriptive text in English
subject. Practically, this research is expectedjit@ much information about
students’ difficulties, so in the future the stutdewill be more careful in writing
Descriptive Text, and English teachers can help shelents to solve the

difficulties they face.
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1.2 Research questions
In this research, the research questions are fatediinto two:
a. How is the tenth graders ability in writing Desciye Texts?

b.  What difficulties are reflected in the tenth graxtaxts?

1.3 Aimsof the study
The aims of the research are:
a. Tofind out the students’ ability in writing Desgtive Text.

b.  To find out the students’ difficulties in writingd3criptive Text.

1.4 Scope of the study
This study concerns the students’ ability and clifiies in writing
descriptive text. The students’ ability and diffiees can be seen through

the schematic structure and Linguistics featurdbetext.

1.5 Significance of the study
This study is expected to give contribution fortbtheoretically and
practically. Theoretically, this research is expdcto enrich the literature
about the application of SFL in analyzing studemgsts, and this research

can be used as a reference.
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Practically, this research is expected to give muelp for both
students and teachers. This research gives someniation about how to

identify students’ ability and difficulties in wiitg Descriptive Text.

Clarification of Terms

1. Descriptive Text

Descriptive text is a text which is intended to adse a particular
person, place or thing, stated by Gerot & Wignél995); Derewianka
(1990); Nafisah & Kurniawan (2007). The schematitudure of
descriptive text is divided into two: 1) Identifican, which explains about
the meaning or definition of the topic that will described in the text. It
can be person, place, animal, event, etc. 2) Dssmm which contains
information about the description of the topic.cén be the appereance,
habit, etc. (Derewianka, 1990; Nafisah & Kurniaw#&Q07; Gerot &

Wignell, 1995; Bultt, et al, 2000).

2. Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL)

Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) is a new agmh to learn
grammar which has been developed by Halliday in0%96Systemic
functional Linguistics is an approach which seeglmge not only as a rule,
but also as a resource for making meaning (Lock61®alliday, 1994;

Gerot & Wignell 1994:4).
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1.7 Organization of Paper

This paper was organized using a standardizedrpattefollows:

CHAPTER | : INTRODUCTION. In this chapter, it prales: background
of the study, research questions, aims of the relseacope of the research,

significance of the research, and organizationaqiep.

CHAPTER Il : THEORETICAL FOUNDATION. This chaptemncludes

theoretical frameworks which are relevant to thislg.

CHAPTER Il : RESEARCH METHODOLOGY. This chaptersieibes all

the procedures and stages in conducting the résearc

CHAPTER IV : FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION. This chaptdescribes the
data of the research. It includes collecting, ariaty and interpreting all the
data got from the participant, then discussingdbt to get the result or

finding.

CHAPTER V : CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION. This chapteesents

the conclusion of the research based on the asalyat has been done in
chapter four. It includes the result, process aaid ¢hterpretation also the
strengths and weaknesses of the research. Itratkales the suggestion for

further research.
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