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ABSTRACT 

 

A comedy film is loved by a lot of people due to its entertainment value. 
However, not every comedy film is mindlessly fun; some comedy films might 
contain a form of social criticism or ideology in its humor. This study analyzes 
humor that exists in Monty Python and the Holy Grail (1975), which is directed by 
Terry Gilliam and Terry Jones, to understand the humor and what the humor 
implied. Employing textual analysis, this study uses Vandaele's (2002) humor 
mechanism and film form proposed by Bordwell, Thompson, and Smith (2017) as 
the tools of analysis. The study indicates that the humor is constructed based on the 
four contexts as described by Vandaele (2002): (1) (De-) normalization, (2) 
solution, (3) conditioning, and (4) evaluation. Furthermore, the humor signifies the 
film author’s credibility to deliver humor that is enjoyable to many people, 
especially those who have been exposed to western culture. 
  
Keywords: film, humor, humor mechanism, incongruity, Monty Python and The 
Holy Grail.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fauzan Romdhoni Kusnandi, 2020 
HUMOR ANALYSIS OF MONTY PYTHON AND THE HOLY GRAIL (1975) 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | Perpustakaan.upi.edu 

v 
 

 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
PAGE OF APPROVAL ......................................................................................... i 

STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION ............................................................. ii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ................................................................................... iii 

ABSTRACT .......................................................................................................... iv 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ........................................................................................ v 

TABLE OF FIGURE .......................................................................................... vii 

TABLE OF TABLES ......................................................................................... viii 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION .......................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the Study ....................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Research Questions ................................................................................................ 4 

1.3 Purpose of the Study .............................................................................................. 4 

1.4 Significance of the Study ....................................................................................... 4 

1.5 Clarification of Terms ............................................................................................ 4 

1.6 Organization of Paper ............................................................................................ 5 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ................................. 6 

2.1 Theory of humor .................................................................................................... 6 

2.1.1 Superiority......................................................................................................... 6 

2.1.2 Incongruity ........................................................................................................ 7 

2.1.3 Incongruity-Superiority Mechanism ................................................................. 7 

2.2 Film theory ........................................................................................................... 12 

2.2.1 Mise-en-scene ................................................................................................. 12 

2.2.2 Cinematography .............................................................................................. 13 

2.2.3 Editing ............................................................................................................. 14 

2.2.4 Sound .............................................................................................................. 15 

2.3 Previous Studies ................................................................................................... 16 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ............................................ 18 

3.1 Research Design.............................................................................................. 18 

3.2 Research Questions ......................................................................................... 18 

3.3 Film Summary ................................................................................................ 18 



Fauzan Romdhoni Kusnandi, 2020 
HUMOR ANALYSIS OF MONTY PYTHON AND THE HOLY GRAIL (1975) 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | Perpustakaan.upi.edu 

vi 
 

3.4 Data Collection ............................................................................................... 19 

3.5 Data Analysis .................................................................................................. 20 

CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION .............................................. 21 

4.1 Findings ............................................................................................................... 22 

4.1.1 (De-) Normalization Context in Monty Python and the Holy Grail (1975) .... 23 

4.1.2 Conditioning Context in Monty Python and the Holy Grail(1975) ................ 27 

4.1.3 Solution Context in Monty Python and the Holy Grail(1975) ........................ 30 

4.1.4 Evaluation Context in Monty Python and the Holy Grail (1975) ................... 33 

4.2 Humor  in  Films ..................................................................................................... 37 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS .................................... 39 

5.1 Conclusion .............................................................................................................. 39 

5.2 Suggestions ............................................................................................................. 40 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................... 42 

APPENDICES ..................................................................................................... 44 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fauzan Romdhoni Kusnandi, 2020 
HUMOR ANALYSIS OF MONTY PYTHON AND THE HOLY GRAIL (1975) 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | Perpustakaan.upi.edu 

vii 
 

 

 

TABLE OF FIGURE 

Figure 1. Monty Python and the Holy Grail opening sequence with “Swedish” 

subtitles below. ...................................................................................................... 24 

Figure 2 The “Swedish” subtitler starts to ramble irrelevant things ..................... 24 

Figure 3 the Swedish subtitler being fired by the film studio which is announced 

inside the film opening credit. ............................................................................... 25 

Figure 4. The Black Knight loses three limbs and yet still want to fight King 

Arthur. ................................................................................................................... 25 

Figure 5. The Frenchmen doing physical mockery to King Arthur and his 

“kniggits”. ............................................................................................................. 29 

Figure 6.King Arthur telling the peasant the story of Excalibur as the reason for 

his kinghood.. ........................................................................................................ 30 

Figure 7. The famous historian was murdered by a knight after narrating the 

action King Arthur and his Knights take after defeated by the Frenchmen.. ........ 31 

Figure 8. Police investigating the last known location of King Arthur in Sequence 

17 and Sequence 19. .............................................................................................. 32 

Figure 9. Police arresting King Arthur and his Knights.. ..................................... 33 

Figure 10. Sir Robin getting more anxious as his minstrel gleefully singing and 

dancing about his gruesome death. ....................................................................... 35 

Figure 11. Sir Robin Scared as he faced the Three-headed Knight while his 

minstrel gleefully singing and dancing.. ............................................................... 37 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fauzan Romdhoni Kusnandi, 2020 
HUMOR ANALYSIS OF MONTY PYTHON AND THE HOLY GRAIL (1975) 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | Perpustakaan.upi.edu 

viii 
 

 

TABLE OF TABLES 

Table 3.5 Data Analysis examples………………………………………………20 

Table 4.1: Frequency of Humor’s context………………………………………22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



42 
 

REFERENCES 

 

Archive - European Film Awards. (2001). Retrieved 19 October 2019, from 

https://europeanfilmawards.eu/en_EN/archive/2001/winner 

Augustyn, A. (2020) Arthurian Legend. In Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 

Retrieved from http://www.britannica.com 

Berger, A. (1993). An anatomy of humor. New Brunswick, N.J., U.S.A.: 

Transaction Publishers. 

Billig, M. (2005). Laughter and ridicule. London: Sage. 

Bordwell, D., Thompson, K., & Smith, J. (2017). Film art (11th ed.). New York, 

NY: McGraw-Hill Education. 

Briandana, R., & Dwityas, N., (2018). Comedy Films as Social Representation in 

the Society: An Analysis of Indonesian Comedy Films. International 

Journal of Humanities and Social Science. IV. 107-118. 

Buijzen, M., & Valkenburg, P. (2004). Developing a Typology of Humor in 

Audiovisual Media. Media Psychology, 6(2), 147-167. DOI: 

10.1207/s1532785xmep0602_2 

Calhoun, D., Clarke, C., Semlyen, P., Kheraj, A., Huddleston, T., & Johnston, T. 

et al. (2020). The 100 best comedy movies: the funniest films of all 

time. Retrieved 19 August 2020, from 

https://www.timeout.com/london/film/100-best-comedy-movies 

Feige, K. (Producer), & Waititi, T. (Director). (2017). Thor: Ragnarok[Motion 

picture]. United States: Marvel Studios. 

Ferber, L., 2008. Pardon Our French: French Stereotypes in American Media. The 

Osprey Journal of Ideas and Inquiry, 7(7). 

Film in 1988 | BAFTA Awards. Retrieved 16 September 2019, from 

http://awards.bafta.org/award/1988/film 

Fink, E. (2013). Writing The Simpsons: A Case Study of Comic Theory. Journal 

Of Film And Video, 65(1-2), 43. DOI: 10.5406/jfilmvideo.65.1-2.0043 

Forstater, M., and White, M. (Producer), & Gilliam, T., and Jones, T. (Director). 

(1975). Monty Python and the Holy Grail [Motion picture]. United 

Kingdom: Python Pictures.  



43 
 

Gent, J. (2014). Monty Python. Retrieved 19 October 2019, from 

http://www.montypython.com/python_The_Pythons/14 

Juckel, J., Bellman, S., & Varan, D. (2016). A humor typology to identify humor 

styles used in sitcoms. HUMOR, 29(4). DOI: 10.1515/humor-2016-

0047 

Larrivée, P., and Longhi, J., 2012. The Foundations Of Discourse: The Case Of 

British Stereotypes Of The French. Corela, (10-1). 

McKee, A. (2002). Textual Analysis. London: Sage Publications. 

Mendes, S. (Producer/Director). (2019). !917 [Motion picture]. United Kingdom: 

Dreamworks. 

Meyer, J. (2000). Humor as a Double-Edged Sword: Four Functions of Humor in 

Communication. Communication Theory, 10(3), 310-331. DOI: 

10.1111/j.1468-2885.2000.tb00194.x 

Monty Python and the Holy Grail (1975) - IMDb. Retrieved 16 September 2019, 

from https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0071853/ 

O'Sullivan, M. (2017). ‘Thor: Ragnarok’ is a delicious blend of meaty action and 

sublime silliness. Retrieved 15 July 2020, from 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/goingoutguide/movies/thor-

ragnarok-is-a-delicious-blend-of-meaty-action-and-sublime-

silliness/2017/10/27/1f412782-b9bc-11e7-be94-

fabb0f1e9ffb_story.html?utm_term=.a1502d36ab6c 
Raskin, V. (2008). The primer of humor research. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 

Sen, A. (2012). Humour Analysis and Qualitative Research. Social Research 

Update, (63). 

Thor: Ragnarok (2017) - IMDb. Retrieved 16 September 2019, from 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3501632/ 

Vandaele, J. (2002). Humor Mechanisms in Film Comedy: Incongruity and 

Superiority. Poetics Today, 23(2), 221-249. DOI: 10.1215/03335372-

23-2-221 

Veatch, T. (1998). A theory of humor. Humor - International Journal of Humor 

Research, 11(2). DOI: 10.1515/humr.1998.11.2.161 

 


