Abstract

This paper investigated the use of cooperative learning methods in improving students’ reading
comprehension. The research was conducted to find out whether or not cooperative learning
methods improve students’ reading comprehension, and to find out students’ responses toward
the implementation of cooperative learning methods. The research design employed in this
research was Classroom Action Research which consisted of four main steps: planning, acting,
observing, and reflecting (Kemmis and Mc Taggart, 1988) which conducted in two cycles. The
study was conducted at XI Grade of Culinary Class which involve thirty one students.
Observation checklists, students’ questionnaire, evaluation sheet and students’ reading score
were implemented as instruments to collect the data. The findings of the study showed that
cooperative learning methods (STAD and Jigsaw) improve the students’ reading comprehension
in descriptive text. On the first cycle, there were 13 students (42%) who passed the reading
posttest, while in cycle 2, the students who passed the reading posttest were 25 students (86%).
The studentswere considered pass the tests when theyreach Minimum Mastering Criteria
(MMC). The findings also showed that the students gave positive responses since they stated that
Cooperative Learning Methods were fun and helped them in understanding descriptive text and

they wanted to know more about Cooperative Learning Methods.
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