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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter encompasses an overview of the study, including background of 

study, purposes of study, statement of problem, scope of study, significance of study, 

clarification of terms, and organization of study. 

1.1. Background of Study 

Nursing education and nursing science are two things that cannot be separated because 

of their orientation to improve the quality of an expert in the nursing field and the 

treatments given to patients. Nurses who have higher education and actively conduct 

research are expected to have more knowledge and skills in nursing practice. Heater, 

Becker, and Olson (1988) prove that patients who receive a research-based treatment 

have a better outcome than those who only receive daily care. However, the 

implementation of nursing research into practice still faces some difficulties. Bucknall, 

Copnell, Shannon, and McKinley (2001) remark that the insufficient numbers of 

qualified nurses and the inadequacy of supporting systems to promote and develop the 

quality of nursing, especially to do the research-based nursing practice, need more 

concern.  

In Indonesia, Shields and Hartati (2003) explain that Indonesian health officials 

recognize the low standard of nursing education contributes to poor health statistics in 

Indonesia. Most nurse practitioners can define the standard precautions but have no 

way of practicing them. Indonesian society still considers and/or gives a label for nurse 

practitioners as "doctor's assistants" with only D3 graduates; thus, this profession is 

still regarded as low in terms of the status class of job (Jihan, 2019). Nurse as a 

profession is an essential element in providing health services. In the beginning, 

nursing science as professionalism depends on the training from experts, personal 

experiences, and information that nurses get from their patients (Bucknall, Copnell, 

Shannon, & McKinley, 2001). Previous researches (Bernhardt, Mays, & Kreuter, 2011; 
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Lenfant, 2003; Woolf, 2008) show that practices and strategies in nursing are rarely 

based on research findings. 

Hence, to get adequate and continuous nursing performance results, the trend 

of spreading nursing science turns into data-based research within a specified period. 

Research findings as the indicator for practice can help nurse practitioners to develop 

the nursing practice by making sure it is based on the best possible information, and it 

also can expand to other research areas.  The focus of the existing studies starts from a 

particular nursing method up to the communication strategies with patients, and it 

becomes the basis for governments to develop the standardization of expertise for all 

nurses including the education institution for nursing (Proctor et al., 2011; Chalmers, 

1993; Mulhall, 1996). In the end, the research becomes upstream to test the 

effectiveness of nursing method or strategy and nursing practice become downstream 

to apply the results of the study continuously where both of them are related to one 

another to develop nursing expertise (Björk, 2005; Estabrooks, Winther, & Derksen, 

2004; Goode & Piedalue, 1999). Furthermore, it can eliminate the disparity in the 

quality of health services (Derman & Jaeger, 2018) in many countries, including in 

Indonesia.  

The tradition of nursing practice based on research creates new demands. 

Scientific and international publications that have been studied by nurse practitioners 

will achieve the standardization or even distribution of nursing services quality. It 

becomes the primary need because of its theoretical and practice character from the 

nursing field as professionalism discipline. Therefore, it is necessary to update 

knowledge, methods, communication styles, and teaching experience in the nursing 

field. The research articles published in international and national journal articles will 

be affected by the spreading and renewing the nursing knowledge and education, which 

will increase the circulation of innovation in nursing practice (Beyea & Nicoll, 1997; 

Oermann et al., 2008; Urquhart, 1998). The international publication in reputable 

scientific journals is believed to raise Indonesian scholars, especially in the nursing 
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field to actively contribute to the development and renewal of general nursing 

knowledge and practice. 

However, the scientific publication in international journals and reputable 

international journals in the nursing field are still dominated by three countries: United 

Kingdom, United States, and Canada (Estabrooks, Winther, and Derksen, 2004). The 

record of Indonesian International scientific publications on the nursing field in 2019 

is still low compared to other Asiatic Region countries. The data of Scimago Journal 

& Country Ranks 2019 lists Indonesia as the 12th in Asiatic Region after Taiwan, South 

Korea, China, Japan, Hong Kong, Pakistan, Singapore, Thailand, India, Malaysia, and 

the Philippines. Indonesia's ranking in international publications has dropped compared 

to 2017, which ranked 8th (Hartono, Arjanggi, Nugroho and Maerani, 2019). Therefore, 

the study of move analysis in reputable international journal articles become the 

starting point, but it is crucial for academics in the field of nursing in Indonesia to 

improve the academic role in international publication.  

In this case, move analysis in the research article (hereafter RA) abstracts of 

reputable international and national journal articles will be the focus of this research. 

Despite being the least part compared to other components, RA abstracts serve as a 

gateway for international readers to judge whether they will continue to read the 

contents or not. Therefore, an excellent abstract quality influences the possibility of 

being accepted or rejected by a manuscript of the journal manager. English-language 

abstracts have become a demand in almost every scientific journal. Therefore, the 

information organization of RA abstracts has its rhetorical styles or organizations and 

linguistic features, which can help the readers to absorb its meaning better. Thus, RA 

abstracts have to meet excellent writing standards. The move analysis can reveal the 

trends or variations in the structure of the RA abstract, which qualify in international 

standards (Samraj, 2002; Swales, 1990). Even though it has been a quarter of a century, 

the move analysis in RA abstracts of reputable international and national journals is 

still being explored because each journal in every discipline presents different 

variations.  
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However, nursing as a professional discipline has not received extensive 

attention in terms of the analysis of the moves and the linguistic features of nursing RA 

abstracts. Thus, this study examines the realizations of the rhetorical move of RA 

abstracts of international and national journal articles. A descriptive comparative 

qualitative study supported by a simple descriptive quantification study is crucial to do. 

The results of this study provide positive results for nursing academics in general, 

especially at Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia, and nursing experts related to the move 

analysis, which reveals the realization of rhetorical moves and linguistics features in 

nursing RA abstracts form international and national indexation journal articles. Thus, 

it can help the nursing practitioners, experts, and academics in the nursing field to raise 

the possibilities of their writing to be accepted in the publication of international and 

national journals. 

1.2. Purpose of Study 

This study aims to examine the realization of rhetorical moves and linguistic features 

in nursing RA abstracts of international and national journal articles indexed by Scopus 

and Sinta. 

1.3. Statement of Problem 

The research questions of this study formulate as follows: 

1. How are rhetorical moves realized in nursing RA abstracts indexed by Scopus and 

Sinta? 

2. What are linguistic features dominantly involved in those rhetorical moves?  

1.4. Scope of Study 

Based on the demands of scientific publications in international and national journal 

articles among academics, including in the field of nursing, this study reveals the 

realization of rhetorical moves and the linguistic features of RA abstracts in 

international and national journal articles indexed by Scopus and Sinta. This study 

applies Hyland’s model (2000) as a guideline for the analysis. 



Rahma Putri Hapsari, 2019 
MOVE ANALYSIS OF NURSING RESEARCH ARTICLE ABSTRACTS IN INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL JOURNAL 
ARTICLES 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia │repository.upi.edu│perpustakaan.upi.edu 

1.5. Significance of Study 

This study is useful as a guideline to make good abstracts because it reveals the 

organizations and linguistic features used in nursing RA abstracts in international and 

national journal articles. Thus, in a mission of spreading knowledge in the nursing field, 

the nursing academics and nursing practitioners, especially in Indonesia, can apply the 

results of this research a provision in preparing their writing, notably the abstract, and 

publishing their research results in international or national journal articles.  
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1.6. Clarification of Terms 

To avoid the confusion and misunderstanding of some terms, these points below are 

some clarifications of the terms used in this research: 

1. Genre Analysis 

Hyland (2009) defines genre analysis as a broad term embracing a range of tools 

and attitudes to texts, from detailed qualitative analysis of a single text to more 

quantitative counts of language features. 

2. Moves Analysis 

Move analysis is a text analytical method that derives from a genre-based approach 

proposes by Swales in 1981. This framework investigates the underlying generic 

structure of RA in terms of moves and steps for pedagogical purposes (Moreno & 

Swales, 2017). 

1.7. Organization of Paper 

There are five chapters in this paper, as follows:  

1. Introduction 

This chapter covers several points, including the background of study, purpose of 

study, statement of problem, scope of study, significance of study, clarification of 

terms, and organization of paper. 

2. Theoretical Background  

This chapter provides elaborations of several concepts, theories and previous 

studies as aids to help answer the research question of this study.  

3. Research Methodology  

This chapter contains research design, data sources, data analysis, data 

presentation, and synopsis of the movie.  

4. Findings and Discussion  

This chapter presents the findings and discussions of the study.  

5. Conclusions and Suggestions  

This chapter contains two points, which are conclusions of the study and 

suggestions for further related studies.  
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