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ABSTRACT

This  research  aims  to  analyze  the  portrayal  of  power  dynamics  in  Leigh
Bardugo’s  young  adult  novel  Six  of  Crows.  The  study  uses  qualitative
descriptive method to analyze how power dynamics is portrayed in the novel.
Data was collected  through textual  evidence  that  showcases the exercise of
power and analyzed based on Foucault’s (1982) theory of power. The study
finds that power dynamics is portrayed through a series of conflicts between
the six main characters. These conflicts are mostly verbal. Power is exercised
in the form of arguments and bickers, in which of the six characters attempt to
constantly  gain  authority  and  power  over  one  another.  Among  the  six
characters,  conflicts  and  exercise  of  power  can  be  found  in  four  notable
character pairings. The power that is exercised is seen through exploitation of
one’s desires, expressions of judgment and hatred, as well as physical conflict
in some cases. 

Keywords: characters, power, power dynamics, six of crows, young adult. 

iv



TABLE OF CONTENTS

STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION .......................................................................i

ABSTRACT ..................................................................................................................ii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .............................................................................................iv

TABLE OF CONTENTS ...............................................................................................vi

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION .........................................................................................................1

1.1 Background of the Research .................................................................…………….1

1.2 Research Questions .............................................................................. …………….3

1.3 Aims of the Research ................................................................................................3

1.4 Scope of the Research ...............................................................................................3

1.5 Significance of the Research .....................................................................................3

1.6 Research Methodology ..............................................................................................3

1.7 Clarification of Key Terms ........................................................................................4

1.8 Organization of Paper ................................................................................................4

CHAPTER II

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK ...............................................................................6

2.1 Theory of Power..........................................................................................................6

2.2. Young Adult Literature…………………………………………………………......10

2.3. Foucault’s Theory of Power in Social Context……………………………………...11

2.4. Studies regarding Power in Young Adult Literature……………..………………….12

CHAPTER III

RESEARCH METHOD ................................................................................................13

3.1 Statement of Research Problem .................................................................................13

3.2 Research Design ........................................................................................................13

3.3 Data Collection ..........................................................................................................13

3.4 Data Analysis .............................................................................................................14

3.5 Data Presentation .......................................................................................................14

vii



3.6 Synopsis of Six of Crows...........................................................................................16

CHAPTER IV

RESULTS OF THE STUDY ........................................................................................ 18

4.1. Findings

4.1.1. Power Dynamics between the Six Characters…………………………………...18

4.1.1.1. Kaz Brekker and Matthias Helvar……………………………………..18

4.1.1.2. Matthias Helvar and Nina Zenik………………………………….…...21

4.1.1.3. Kaz Brekker and Inej Ghafa……………………………………..........25

4.1.1.4. Kaz Brekker and Nina Zenik………………………………….…........28

4.2. The Implication of Power Dynamics……..…………………..

………….................28

4.2.1. The Novel’s Portrayal of Power Dynamics………………………….........28

4.2.2. Kaz Brekker as a Figure of Power…………………………………………31

CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS ......................................................................34

5.1 Conclusion .....................,,......................................................................................…34

5.2 Suggestions ................................................................................................................35

REFERENCES

APPENDIX



References

Abrams, M. H. (1999). A glossary of literary terms (7th ed.). Boston, Massachusetts: Thomson

Learning, Inc.

Anggraeni, R.F. (2017). The portrayal of political power in Divergent (2014) film. State Islamic

University of Syarif Hidayatullah, Jakarta, Indonesia. 

Bălan,  S.  (2010).  M. Foucault’s  views on power relation.  Bucharest  Academy of  Economic

Studies, Bucharest, Romania. 

Bardugo, L. (2015). Six of crows. New York: Henry Holt and Co. 

Berdahl  & Fisk.  (2007).  Social  psychology:  handbook of  basic  principles  (2nd ed.).  Guilford
Publications

Bucher,  K  &  Hinton,  K.  (2013).  Young  adult  literature:  exploration,  evaluation,  and
appreciation (3rd ed.). New York: Pearson.

Card, O. S. (1988). Characters and viewpoint. Cincinnati, Ohio: Writer’s Digest Books.

Cart,  M. (1996).  From romance to  realism: 50 years  of  growth and change in  young adult

literature. New York: Harper Collins Publisher.

Collins, S. (2008). The hunger games. New York: Scholastic.

Connors, S.P. (2017). "I have a kind of power I never knew I possessed": Surveillance, agency, 

and the possibility of resistance in YA dystopian fiction. Study and Scrutiny: Research on Young 

Adult Literature, 2(2).

Culler, J. (1997). Literary theory: A very short introduction. New York: Oxford University Press

Foucault, M. (1982). The subject and power. New York: David R Godine Publisher.



Foucault, M. & Gordon, C. (1980).  Power/knowledge: Selected interviews and other writings,

1972-1977. New York: Pantheon Books.

Friedkin, N. (2010). A formal theory of social power. Journal of Mathematical Sociology, 12(2),
103-126.

French,  J.  R.,  Raven,  B.,  & Cartwright,  D.  (1959).  The  bases  of  social  power.  Classics  of

organization theory, 7, 311-320.

Eldoliefy, N.A ( Societies of control in young adult literature: the panoptic world of Veronica 

Roth’s trilogy Divergent (Bachelor’s paper). North Dakota State University of Agriculture and 

Applied Science.

Karlberg,  M.  (2005).  The  power  of  discourse  and  the  discourse  of  power:  Pursuing  peace

through discourse intervention. International Journal of Peace Studies, 10(1), 1-23

Mills, S. (2003). Michel Foucault. New York: Routledge. 

Noerlaely, M. A. (2016).  Power exercises in Sara Shepard’s young adult novel “Pretty Little

Liars” (Bachelor’s paper). Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia, Bandung, Indonesia.

Olsson, M, & Heizmann, H. (2015). Power matters: Foucault's power/knowledge as a conceptual

lens in information research and practice. Journal of Knowledge Management, 19(4), 756-769. 

Pratiwi, L. (2014).  Representation of Michel Foucault’s power relation in Deception Point by

Dan Brown (Bachelor’s thesis). Brawijaya University, Malang, Indonesia.

Reed,  A.  (1994).  Reading  Adolescents:  The  Young  Adult  Book  and the  School.  New York:

Merrill.

Roth, V. (2011). Divergent. New York: HarperCollins

Safavi,  M. & Omidvar,  O.  (2016).  Resist  or  comply:  the  power dynamics  of  organizational

routines during mergers. British Journal of Management, Vol. 27, 550–566.



Stephens, J. (2007). Young adult: A book by any other name..: Defining the genre.  The ALAN

Review, 35 (1), 34-42.

Tahir, I. (2017).  The concept of power in Suzzane Collins’ “The Hunger Games”. International

Journal of English Literature and Social Sciences, 2(4), 166-174.


