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ABSTRACT

The Representation of Whiteness in Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man

Main supervisor: Ahmad Bukhori Muslim, Ph. D

Racism has always been a never-ending issue in society; one specific racist act is
whiteness. The issue of whiteness is still considered as an inevitable issue that is still
happening until today, and it gives negative impact on the non-white. The issue of
racism is often analyzed as a form of prejudice, stereotype, and discrimination.
However, the issue of racism is a general issue. Thus, the present research attempts to
portray the specific act of racism, which is whiteness. The novel Invisible Man (1952)
by Ralph Ellison brings the issue of racism. By using Garner (2007) theory of
whiteness, the issue of racism that is present in the novel is analyzed under the four
themes of whiteness to provide an alternative understanding of the issue of racism
through the lens of whiteness. This research entitled “The Representation of Whiteness
in Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man” attempts to reveal how whiteness is constructed as a
racist act in the society which becomes the central issue of the novel. This research
employs Young’s (1999) theory of representation and Garner’s (2007) theory of
whiteness to provides another perspective of whiteness by portraying the themes of
whiteness, and how it is constructed in society. The findings show that the issue of
whiteness is dominantly exercised through terror and supremacy, and it makes the non-
white feel inferior to the White.

Keywords: whiteness, white privilege, white supremacy



TABLE OF CONTENTS

STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION ...ciiiiiiiiiiiiniinnnsninnnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsns i
e 5 N ii
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ...uutitiiiinriiiiintesniisessisssessssssssessssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssessssnes iii
N I N iv
TABLE OF CONTENTS weuuttiiiiiittiniieeniiiseesssssnssssssssesssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssasssssnne v
LIST OF TABLES. ... ottiiiittiiittinnnnesssseesssssne s ssse s sssssnesssssssssssssssssasssssasasssans vii
CHAPTER | INTRODUCTION .iiiiiiiettiiiinneiiniineessssssnessssssssesssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssass 1
1.1. Background Of RESEAICH .........ccviiiiiieiieceecee sttt et sreens 1
1.2. RESEArCN QUESTIONS ...ccvveetvieeiieeetee ettt eetreeetreeetveeetreeetreestreestbeestveesabeesaseesaseesaseesaseesareenens 4
1.3, AIM OF the STUY ...ttt 4
1.4, SCOPE OF thE STUAY ..eeeceveeeieee e e saa e e e e saae e sate e e 4
1.5. Significance 0f the STUAY ......c.oovieiiiececeeceeee et 5
1.6. Clarification Of KEY TEIMS......ccuiiiiiieceeceeseese sttt ettt s saesree s 5
1.7. Organization Of the PAPET........cccuiviiiieieceeseerte sttt ee et sae e saesreens 6
CHAPTER Il LITERATURE REVIEW....cuuieieneinnnnenenenenenesesesesesesesesssssssssssssens 7
2. L. WHIEBINESS ...ttt ettt ettt et e st e st e st e s e st e e s teesseesseesteeteenseeseenseenseenseeneas 7
2.2. TYPES OF WIILENESS ...ecueveeciee ettt s te e s te e st e e e e eteeeabeeenseeeteeensneennneens 8
2.2.1. Whiteness as Terror and SUPIEMACY ......ceccveervveerirereciresireesrreeseessessssnesssessssesenns 10
2.2.2. Whiteness as a Kind 0f ADSENCE ......ccoviririeriiririeereeere e 11
2.2.3. Whiteness as Values, Norms, and Cultural Capital ............cccoeeevvvveciicnncieeeneen, 12
2.2.4. Whiteness as Contingent HIerarchies ............cooveveeieneneneeniene s 12

2.3. REPIESENTALION ... .ecitiieiiie ettt ste e ste e sre et e e s e st e e s e e e st e e sate e sraeesnteesaeeesrneessneessneas 13
2.4. Types Of REPIESENTALION .......ccvveiiieiieccieecteee ettt e re e et eas 15
2.5. Previous Studies Related to The Representation of Racism ..........ccccceevvevieveecieennenne, 15
2.4, CoNCIUAING REMAIKS .....eoiviiiiiiieierterie ettt sb e s 19

CHAPTER 11l RESEARCH METHODOLOGY .....ooooiiieiiereeeeneeeereee e 20



3.1. RESEAICH QUESTION......eiiveicrie ettt et ettt et e et et e eeteseebeeeteeeteeennes 20

I =T (ot I 1< o o USSR 20
3.3, DA SOUICE ...ttt sttt ettt et ettt et et sae e sae e smeesbeesbeenneesneenreens 21
3.4. Data ColleCtion PrOCEAUNE.........cveitirieiieietenieetee st 21
3.6. Data PreSentation ...........cceeirerieieieirieneeieeet ettt 22
A BT r- A g 1)V 1SS 24
3.8. Summary of INVISiDIE MaN ........cooiiiiiiii e 24
3.8. CoNCIUAING REMATKS .......oviriiriieieieieeeeee e 25
CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION......coiitiiiieniteiieie ettt 26
O 10 To 0 PSS 26
4.1.1. Verbal DEPICLION ......ccvieiieiecie ettt ettt et e e be e aeerr e b e snaesanesanesanas 27
4.1.1.1. Whiteness as Terror and SUPIEMACY ......c.cccververreereerieesieesreesseeseesessesssesseesses 27
4.1.1.2 Whiteness as Kind of ADSENCE ........ccoviiirieiirinece e 36
4.1.1.3 Whiteness as Values, Norms, and Cultural Capital ..........cccceevvrvvecveirecreeenen, 38
4.1.1.4 Whiteness as Contingent HIerarchies ..........cccocveveeveeveeceececciecce e 40
4.1.2. Whiteness as a Kind of Absence in Formal Depiction..........ccccccveevvevieececieseecnenen, 41
A I 1ot U1 [0 o U 43
4.3. CoNClUdING REMAIKS .......cotiiiriieiieieiert sttt s 48
CHAPTER V CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS.........ooiiiiieieeeeeeeeeee e 49
5.1, CONCIUSIONS ...ttt st sb bbb s e nesb e 49
5.2. RECOMMENUALIONS ...ttt sttt st 50
REFERENCES...... oottt sttt st h et e be ettt ettt s b et e satesaeesaeas 51

APPENDICES ...ttt e e 56



LIST OF TABLES

Table 3.1 Example of the analysis of whiteness in Invisible Man



REFERENCES

Abang, E. & Obasi, K. (2017). Vision versus illusion: A symbol of reality in Ralph
Ellison’s  invisible = man.  English  linguistic ~ research,  6(3).
http://dx.doi.org/10.5430/elr.v6n3p15

Bachtiar, M. S. (2018). Racism reflected in Harper Lee’s to kill a mockingbird
(unpublished undergraduate thesis). Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta.
Surakarta, Indonesia.

Barnum, P. T. (1866). The humbugs of the world. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Barret, J. & Roediger, D. (1997). Inbetween peoples: Race, nationality, and the “new
immigrant” working class. Journal of American ethnic history, 16(3), 3-44.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27502194

Barret, J. & Roediger, D. (2004). Making new immigrants inbetween: Irish host and
white panethnicity, 1890 to 1930. In N. Foner, & G. M. Fredrickson (eds). Not
just black and white: Immigration and race, then and now, 167-196. New York:
Russel Sage Foundation.

Bernard, H.R. (1998). Text Analysis: Qualitative and Quantitative Methods. In Ember
et al (Eds), Handbook of methods in cultural anthropology (pp. 595-645). New
Delhi: Altmaira Press.

Bourassa, A. (2006) Affect, history, and race and Ellison’s invisible man. CLCWeb:
comparative literature and culture, 8(20). https://doi.org/10.7771/1481-
4374.1311

Bourdieu, P. (1984). Distinction: A social critique of the judgment of taste.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Bulmer, M., & Solomos, J. (1999). Racism. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Dyer, R. (1988). White. Screen, 29(4), 44-65. https://doi.org/10.1093/screen/29.4.44

Elkins, M. (2014). The blindness of an invisible man: An exploration of Ellison’s
female characters. Pursuit-the journal of undergraduate research at the

university of Tennesse, 5(1). http://trace.tennessee.edu/pursuit/vol5/iss1/9

Ellison, R. (1952). Invisible man. NY: Random House, Inc.


https://doi.org/10.7771/1481-%094374.1311
https://doi.org/10.7771/1481-%094374.1311

Frankenberg, R. (1994). White woman, race matters: The social construction of
whiteness.  University ~of  Minnesota  Press.  Retrieved  from
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5749/j.ctttsnhh

Fredrickson, G. M. (2002). Racism: A short history. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton
University Press.

Fanon, F. (1967) Black skin, white masks. New York: Grove Press.

Feagin, J. R., & O’Brien, E. (2004). White men on race: Power, privilege, and the
shaping of  cultural consciousness. Beacon, Massachusetts: Beacon Press.

Garner, S. (2007). Whiteness: An introduction. New York, NY: Routledge.
Garner, S. (2006) The uses of whiteness: What sociologists working on Europe can
learn from North American work on whiteness. Sociology, 40(2), 257-275.

doi:  10.1177/0038038506062032

Gibson, S. T. (2010). Invisibility and the commodification of blackness in Ralph
Ellison’s invisible man and Percival Everett’s erasure. Canadian review of

comparative literature, 37(4).
https://journals.library.ualberta.ca/crcl/index.php/crcl/article/download/24481/
18147

Glasgow, J. (2009). Racism as disrespect. Ethics, 120, 64-93. Retrieved January 10,
2019 from
http://booksdl.org/scimag/get.php?doi=10.1086/648588&downloadname=&k
ey=MFMMYBBU3DX9HV X5

Habib, M. M. (2017). Treatment of the race-consciousness in Ralph Ellison’s invisible
man. Asian social science, 14(1). https://doi.org/10.5539/ass.v14n1p48

Hartigan, J. (2005). Odd tribes: toward a cultural analysis of white people. Durham,
NC: Duke University Press

Hill, J. H. (2008). The everyday language of white racism. UK: Willey-Blackwell.

Hilyati, A. (2009). Representation of geisha in Arthur Golden’s novel memoirs of a
geisha (Undergraduate). State Islamic University Syarif Hidayatullah.

Hoggett, P. (1992). A place for experience: A psychoanalytic perspective on boundary,
identity, and culture. Environment and planning d: Society and space, 10(3),
345-356. https://doi.org/10.1068/d100345


https://journals.library.ualberta.ca/crcl/index.php/crcl/article/download/24481/
https://journals.library.ualberta.ca/crcl/index.php/crcl/article/download/24481/
http://booksdl.org/scimag/get.php?doi=10.1086/648588&downloadname=&key=MFMM
http://booksdl.org/scimag/get.php?doi=10.1086/648588&downloadname=&key=MFMM

Jing, J. & Ya-nan, P. (2016). Racism reflected in invisible man. US-China education
review B, 6(2), 132-136. doi: 10.17265/2161-6248/2016.02.007

Jones, J. M. (1997). Prejudice and racism. NY: McGraw-Hill.

Kéhkonen, L. (2009). Anxiety about whiteness in Joyce Carol Oates’s novel blonde.
NORA - Nordic journal of feminist and gender research, 17(4), 289-303.
DOI:10.1080/08038740903257475

Kivel, P. (1996). Uprooting racism: how white people can work for racial justice.
Philadelphia, PA: New Society Publishers.

Lamm, K. (2003). Visuality and black masculinity in Ralph Ellison's "invisible man"
and Romare Bearden's photomontages. Callaloo, 26(3), 813-835. doi:
10.2307/330072

Mclintosh, P. (1998). White privilege and male privilege: A personal account of
coming to see correspondences through work in women’s studies. \Wellesley,

MA: Wellesley College, Center for Research on Women.

McKee, A. (2003). A beginner's guide to textual analysis. Australia: Sage Publication
Ltd.

McWorther, L. (2007). Where do white people come from?. Philosophy & Social
Criticism, 31(5-6), 533-556. doi: 10.1177/0191453705055488

Mills, C. W. (1999). The racial contract. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.

Mitchell, W. J. T. (1995). Representation in critical terms for literary study. Retrieved
from http://www.credoreference.com/entry/uchicagols/representation

Pfeifer, T. (2009). Deconstructing cartesian dualism of western racialized systems.
Journal of Black Studies, 39(4), 528-547. doi: 10.1177/0021934706298192

Pitkin, H. F. (1967). The concept of representation. Berkeley: University of California
Press.

Rattansi, A. (2007). Racism: A very short introduction. NY: Oxford University Press.
Rothenberg, P. S. (2015). White privilege. Macmillan, NY: Worth Publishers.
Said, E. (1978). Orientalism. NY: Random House, Inc.

Sadeq, D. A. (2016). The projection of racism in Richard Wright’s black boy.
International journal of media culture and literature year 2 number 3, 71(86),



65-80.
https://acikarsiv.aydin.edu.tr/bitstream/11547/1426/1/THE%20PROJECTION
%200F%20RACISM%20IN%20RICHARD%20WRIGHT%27S%20BLACK

9%20BOY.pdf

Sammel, A. (2009). Turning the focus from ‘other’ to science education: Exploring the
invisibility ~ of whiteness. Cultural Studies of Science Education, 4, 649-646.
DOI 10.1007/s11422- 009-9184-7

Shober, D. (2019). Conflicts and invisibility in Ralph Ellison’s invisible man. Retrieved
from
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/265402108_Conflicts_and_Invisibili
ty_in_Ralp  h_Ellison's_Invisible_Man

Sue, D. W., & Sue, D. (2003). Counseling the culturally diverse: Theory and practice.
Hoboken, NJ: Wiley.

Sue, D. W. (2003). Overcoming our racism: The journey to liberation. San Francisco:
Jossey-Bass.

Sylvander, C. W. (2015). Ralph Ellison’s invisible man and female stereotypes.
Negro american literature forum, 9(3), 77-79.
http://www.]jstor.org/stable/3041094

Yaszek, L. (2007). An afrofuturist reading of Ralph Ellison’s invisible man.
Rethinking history: The journal of theory and practice, 9(2-3), 297-313. DOI:
10.1080/13642520500149202

Young, J. O. (1999). Representation in literature. Literature & Aesthetics, 9, 127-143.

Retrieved from
http://openjournals.library.usyd.edu.au/index.php/LA/article/viewFile/5218/5
9

Widyana. (2006). An analysis of discrimination racism in “invisible man” novel by
Ralph Ellison using sociological literature (unpublished undergraduate thesis).
State Islamic University of Syarif Hidayatullah, Jakarta, Indonesia.

Winther, P. 1983. Imagery of imprisonment in Ralph Ellison’s invisible man. Black
american literature forum, 17(3), 115-119.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2904334

Wilcox, J. (2007). Black power: Minstrelsy and electricity in Ralph Ellison’s invisible
man. Callaloo, 30(4), 987-1009. doi: 10.1353/cal.2008.0047

Wilson, W. J. (1973), Power, racism and privilege. Macmillan, NY: The Free Press.


https://acikarsiv.aydin.edu.tr/bitstream/11547/1426/1/THE%20PROJECTION%09%20OF%20RACISM%20IN%20RICHARD%20WRIGHT%27S%20BLACK%09%20BOY.pdf
https://acikarsiv.aydin.edu.tr/bitstream/11547/1426/1/THE%20PROJECTION%09%20OF%20RACISM%20IN%20RICHARD%20WRIGHT%27S%20BLACK%09%20BOY.pdf
https://acikarsiv.aydin.edu.tr/bitstream/11547/1426/1/THE%20PROJECTION%09%20OF%20RACISM%20IN%20RICHARD%20WRIGHT%27S%20BLACK%09%20BOY.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/265402108_Conflicts_and_Invisibili
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/265402108_Conflicts_and_Invisibili

