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ABSTRACT

To Be or Not to Be American: Cultural Identity in Nicola Yoon’s (2016) The

Sun Is Also a Star

Main Supervisor: Isti Siti Saleha Gandana, M.Ed., Ph.D.
Second Supervisor: Nia Nafisah, S.S., M.Pd.

Cultural identity has become one of the most relevant topics in today’s era due to
globalization and migration that impact how we define ourselves. Using Bhabha’s
(1994) theory of hybridity and Ferdman and Horenczyk’s (2000) theory on cultural
identity as the main theoretical framework, this study aims to investigate identity
issues faced by the main characters of Nicola Yoon’s (2016) The Sun Is Also A Star.
Through the characters’ characterization, the study explores how immigrants with
differing cultural backgrounds understand their cultural identities in relation to their
host country, America and their heritage cultures, Jamaica and South Korea.
Drawing on the data that were gathered and categorized by referring to Petkova’s
(2005) framework of cultural identity construction, the analysis reveals that the
characters tend to associate their selves with only one culture when they are in fact
hybrid. Therefore, the characters can be considered experiencing cultural identity
crisis. It is also found that the characters’ cultural identities are highly influenced
by their relationship with their family. The cases of the characters in this study are
expected to contribute to the field of cultural studies and help people understand
their selves and others better.

Keywords: culture, cultural identity, hybridity, immigrants, postcolonial study
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