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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter describes the background of the study. It also explains the statements 

of problem of the study, aims of the study, scope of the study, significance of the 

study, the clarification of terms, and the organization of the paper. 

1.1 Background of Study 

Cohesive devices are linguistic features describing semantic relations 

among linguistic elements such as words, phrases, and sentences. The term 

‘cohesion’ was firstly introduced by Halliday and Hasan (1976). Cohesive devices 

are represented through linking words, transitional words, or connectors such as 

‘however’, ‘in addition’, and ‘moreover’ (Hani, 2017). To discuss intensively, this 

chapter presents the definitions and concepts of cohesive devices, previous studies 

and concluding remarks.  

The term of ‘cohesive’ derives from Greek cohaesus, which means “to 

cleave or stick together” (Dion, 2000). According to Cook (1984), cohesive 

devices are connectors among sentences, in which coherence of a text might be 

formed. Additionally, Halliday and Hasan (1976) define cohesive devices as a set 

of semantic configuration that is typically associated with a particular class of 

context situation. In discourse analysis, cohesive devices are explained in a 

chapter of ‘texture’, mainly in the part of genre and discourse.  

 Halliday and Hasan (1976) classify cohesive devices into two general types, 

namely grammatical and lexical cohesive devices. Grammatically, cohesive 

devices consist of reference, substitution, ellipsis, and conjunctions. Meanwhile, 

lexically, cohesive devices are made up of reiteration and collocation. However, 

this concept further was revised by Halliday and Matthiesen in 2004. In the new 

concept of cohesive devices, Halliday and Matthiessen (2004) add more subtypes 

into conjunctions, and they categorize lexical cohesion into elaboration, extension, 

and collocation.   
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Halliday and Matthiessen (2004) believe that lexical cohesion is created 

from paradigmatic and syntagmatic relations. A paradigmatic relation is a 

different type of semantic relation between words that can be substituted with 

other words in the same categories (Hjorland, 2014), while syntagmatic is the type 

of semantic relations between words that co-occur in the same sentences or texts 

(Asher, 1994). In the other words, syntagmatic relations correlate to the structure 

of sentence. Paradigmatic relations can be interpreted based on elaboration and 

extension, while syntagmatic relations are based on collocation (Halliday and 

Matthiessen, 2004). 

In correlation to function, the use of cohesive devices support the 

relatedness in a text. The relatedness is a connection of ideas (semantic relations) 

among sentences to create coherence in a text (Afrianto, 2017). Another function 

of learning cohesive devices is gaining a micro skill in writing (Brown, 2007). 

Therefore, the use of cohesive devices in a text should be taken into account.  

Several previous studies have investigated the realization of cohesive 

devices. These previous studies are generally classified based on multi-

disciplinary areas and different types of text. In multi-disciplinary areas, the 

previous studies are categorized into journalism and academic. For journalism, 

several researchers investigated the use of cohesive devices in newspapers 

(Olaniyan, 2011; Ambreen et al, 2014; Prayudha, 2015; Rhostami and Gholami, 

2016). Olaniyan (2011), for example, found that cohesive devices were used in 

editors’ comments of a newspaper. In contrast, Ambreen et al (2014) discovered 

cohesive devices were in a newspaper articles in the level of inter-sentential and 

intra-sentential. The result of both studies showed that cohesive devices were used 

in the newspapers articles, and they contributed to the texts meaning as a whole. 

Slightly different from Olaniyan (2011), Prayudha (2015) focused on cohesive 

and coherence in English editorial texts of a newspaper. The result revealed that 

both the types of cohesive devices, grammatical and lexical, were applied in the 

texts. However, in his study, Prayudha (2015) found an ambiguity between the 

use of cohesive devices and coherence in the English editorial texts. 
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In relation to the academic areas, previous studies are divided for EFL 

(English as Foreign Language) and ESL (English as Second Language) students. 

Mohammed (2015), for instance, investigated the use of conjunctions in low and 

high rated texts that were written by ESL students. His study showed that there 

were significant differences between the use of ‘and’ and ‘between’. Conjunctions 

‘and’ were mostly used in the low rated texts. Meanwhile, conjunctions ‘between’ 

were mostly written in high rated texts. In contrast to Mohammed (2015), 

Darwesh and Kadhim (2016) observed the use of conjunctions for Iraqi EFL 

second-year students. The result depicted students failed to keep the propositional 

content of conjunctions due to their misuse of cohesive functions. Therefore, their 

responses were written rigidly. Another study of cohesive devices for EFL was 

done by Bahaziq (2016). By examining the data from The Michigan English 

Language Assesment Battery (MELAB), a standardized examination of English, 

this study revealed that 71.08% students used reference, grammatical cohesion, in 

their essay, while the remaining percentage (28.92%) were conjunctions and 

ellipsis.  

For the use of cohesive devices in different types of texts, Jabeen et al 

(2013) investigated the use of ellipsis, references, and substitution as cohesive 

devices in a literary work which was written by Anton Chekhov. The results of 

this study showed that the referred items (ellipsis, reference, and substitution) 

emerged in the text. In addition, Anton Chekhov as the writer used the items in 

order to create a sense of humour in the text. In contrast, Ahmed (2008) conducted 

a study on cohesive devices in several selected science texts, focusing on 

reference ties. The types of ties in texts mostly were regarded as immediate and 

mediated ties. The purposes of these ties were for economical purpose, avoiding 

repetition, and redundancy. All previous studies investigated comprehensibility 

the types of cohesive devices only in a text genre. Meanwhile, the present study 

sees the importance of analysing cohesive devices across genres for enriching the 

knowledge of cohesive devices as the tools of texts making and kinds of text in 

daily. Commented [MNA1]:  
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To fill the gap between aforementioned studies, the present study aims to 

investigate the types of cohesive devices that were used in English Language and 

Literature students’ texts across genres and their function in the texts. The 

students of first and second semesters were chosen as the participants of this study 

because they have been introduced to the concept of cohesive devices as the early 

knowledge when learning to make a text. As literature students, the students are 

prepared to comprehend language in general, thus they are exposed into several 

text genres. As a result, the literature students are expected to master a language 

not only in the forms of spoken, but also in the written ones.  

The data of the present study were collected from students who have 

passed Writing for General Communication courses. In the general 

communication level of writing, the students have been taught cohesive devices as 

the basic items for writing a text. To support the investigation, this study used the 

theory of cohesive devices that was proposed by Halliday and Hasan (1976) and 

other related theories. The theories were chosen as the theoretical framework 

because they cover all the points of cohesive devices.  

1.2 Statement of Problem 

With respect to the problems presented in the background, the present study 

explores the use of cohesive devices in students’ texts across genres. The 

problems of the present study are formulated in the following research questions: 

1. What types of cohesive devices do students use in their texts across genres? 

2. How do the cohesive devices function in the students’ texts? 

1.3 Aims of the Study 

Based on the research questions above, the present study aims to explore: 

1. Types of cohesive devices students use in their texts across genres. 

2. The function of cohesive devices in the students’ texts. 
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1.4 Scope of the Study 

In this research, the analysis is limited on the types of cohesive devices and 

their contribution to meaning making in students’ text. The types of cohesive 

devices and their meaning contribution are based on Halliday and Hasan’s (1976) 

theory which consists of: grammatical and lexical cohesive devices. Then, 

Halliday and Matthiessen (2004) add subtypes to conjunction, namely elaboration, 

extension, and enhancement. Meanwhile, for the lexical cohesion, Halliday and 

Matthiessen (2004) classify into three types: elaboration, extension, and 

collocation.  

1.5 Significant of the Study 

This study is expected to offer both theoretical and practical insights to 

discourse studies. Theoretically, the results of the present study are expected 

to enrich the literature on cohesion in texts, particularly academic writing.  

Practically, this study can be useful for pedagogical purposes. Teachers 

can use the information that is yielded from this study to help their students 

understand their own texts through the exploration of cohesive devices.  

1.6 Clarification of terms  

There are some significant terms that are be frequently used in this research as 

follows: 

1. Discourse Analysis 

Discourse analysis refers to a linguistic study that focuses on knowledge 

about language beyond the words, clauses, and sentences, that is needed 

for successful communication (Paltridge, 2006, p.2) 

2. Text 

A text is best regarded as a semantic unit that focuses on meaning. Thus, a 

text will be considered based on its realization instead of its size. 

“Realization” here means process of coding a symbolic system, which 

might be expressed through sentences (Halliday & Hasan, 1976) 
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3. Cohesion 

Cohesion is defined as “the relationship between items in a text such as 

words, phrases, and clauses, and other items such as pronouns, nouns, and 

conjunctions” (Paltridge, 206, p. 131). 

1.7 The Organization of Paper  

In this paper, the study is classified into five chapters as follows: 

1. Chapter I Introduction: The chapter describes the background of the 

research. It also explains the statement of problems of the study, purpose 

of the study, scope of the study, significance of the study, the clarification 

of terms, and the organization of the paper 

2. Chapter II Theoretical Background: The chapter presents literature review 

that explains the relevant theories for the present study, those are: 

discourse analysis, text, concept of cohesion, types of cohesion 

3. Chapter III Methodology: This chapter presents all elements reagrding the 

research method applied in conducting this research. The discussion in this 

chapter includes research design, data collection, and data analysis 

4. Chapter IV Findings and Discussion: This chapter explains the findings 

and the discussion of the study 

5. Chapter V Conclusion and Suggestion: This chapter explains the 

conclusion and suggestions regarding to the results of the study 

 

 

 

 

 

 


