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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

 This chapter presents the research questions, the design of the study, the 

data collection and data analysis. The research questions section presents the 

problems that are being investigated. The research design section elaborates on 

the paradigms and the design used in the study. The research design chosen 

enables the researcher to carry out the study effectively by describing the Theme 

system used in students' narrative texts. The data collection discusses the setting: 

where the study is being conducted and, the subjects of the study are and why they 

were chosen. It also outlines the procedures (techniques and types) of collecting 

the data. The part on data analysis describes the tools used to analyze the narrative 

texts in this study and presents the methods of analyzing the data. 

1.1. Research Questions 

This study aims to answer the research questions as formulated below. 

1. How do the students apply the Theme system in their narrative texts? 

a. What kinds of Themes are used in students' narrative texts? 

b. What kinds of elements do students choose as their topical Theme in 

their narrative texts?  

c. What kinds of thematic progressions are applied in students' narrative 

texts?  
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2. What is the implication of the Theme system used in students' narrative texts 

for the flow of the texts? 

1.2. Research Design 

The research design of this study is classified as non-experimental. This 

study only examined the texts written by the students, and did not test a teaching 

methodology. As stated by Marczyk et al. (2005: 147), non-experimental designs 

cannot rule out extraneous variables as the cause of what is being observed 

because they do not have control over the variables and the environments that they 

study. This study can also be categorized as qualitative research design because 

the study was carried out in a natural setting (Frankel & Wallen, 1990; McMillan, 

1992; Cresswell, 1994; Adanza, 1995; Silverman, 2005; Alwasilah, 2008). This 

design was appropriate because the study focused on one particular instance of 

educational experience or practice (Freebody, 2003; in Emilia 2005: 74), and it 

used text analysis which is a powerful analytical tool and constitutes one of a 

variety of linguistic approaches that have been well developed in the area of 

education (Freebody, 2003 in Emilia 2005: 75). 

1.3. Data Collection 

3.3.1. Setting 

The setting of the study was a state senior high school in Bandung. The 

site was chosen for its appropriateness and accessibility. The selected school has a 

reputation for being one of the high-ranking schools in Bandung.  Furthermore, 

the school is also certified as a national standard school. With that in mind, the 

researcher believed that the students would be able to write the genre as required. 
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The other reason for selecting this school was for its accessibility. Having known 

the English teacher at this school, the researcher expected to gain access much 

more easily. Therefore, this advantage may "increase the feasibility of the study" 

(Emilia, 2005: 75).  

The participants of the study were the 11
th

 grade students in senior high 

school.  The students were chosen as respondents because they have learned about 

this genre, and were thus expected to be able to write in the genre well. 

Additionally, they were deliberately chosen because they had particular features 

or characteristics which enabled detailed exploration and understanding of the 

topic that the researcher wished to explore (Ritchie and Lewis, 2003:78). The 

participants of the study were divided into three groups: high achievers, middle 

achievers, and low achievers. The classification of the students into three 

categories was derived from their writing scores provided by the English teacher.   

3.3.2. Data Collection Procedures 

The data of the study were students' narrative texts. Narrative was chosen 

because it is often considered to be "the macro genre" (Knapp and Watkins, 2005: 

221) which means that this genre can easily accommodate other types of genres 

and still remain dominant. In this study, 15 narrative texts were chosen as the data 

of the study. They were chosen because they met the criteria of a narrative text as 

suggested by Derewianka (2004).  

In collecting the data, the researcher took the following steps:   

1. The eleventh grade students of a senior high school were purposively chosen 

as the respondents of the study because they had studied the narrative genre.  



41 

 

Zuhe Safitra, 2013 
Theme System of Systemic Functional Grammar in Students' Narrative Texts 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu| perpustakaan.upi.edu 

2. The students were then asked to write a narrative text of their own interest.  

3. Next, they submitted the texts to the teacher to show that the study was 

carried out in a natural setting as suggested in the features of qualitative 

research (McMillan, 1992; Cresswell, 1994; Silverman, 2005).  

1.4. Data Analysis 

The data obtained were analyzed using Systemic Functional Grammar 

proposed by Halliday (1994) which provides a powerful analytical tool and 

constitutes one of a variety of linguistic approaches that have been well developed 

in the area of education (Freebody, 2003: 185, as cited in Emilia, 2005: 75). SFG 

was used to show how meanings were conveyed through the clause system. The 

focus of the analysis is on the textual metafunction represented by the Theme 

system. This study aims to reveal how the students apply the Theme system in 

their narrative texts in terms of kinds of Themes, the choice of topical Theme and 

kinds of thematic progression applied in the texts (see Eggins, 1994; 2004). 

After collecting the data from the teacher, the researcher conducted the 

following steps in analyzing the data.  

1. Every text was broken down into clauses because the analysis of Theme 

system is based on clause analysis.  

2. Every clause was analyzed and constructed in Theme-Rheme relation.  The 

Theme and Rheme were then placed in Theme-Rheme columns respectively.   

3. Each Theme was then identified based on its type: topical, textual, or 

interpersonal Theme.  
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4. Subsequently, the topical Theme was identified for its markedness since only 

the unmarked topical Theme could be used to identify the thematic 

progression applied in the text.  

5. After being analyzed, all the Themes that occurred were calculated for their 

frequency of occurrence presented as a percentage. 

6. The next step was analyzing the choices of topical Theme. The identified 

topical Themes were then examined for their categories. The categories 

chosen were calculated for their frequency and presented in a table. 

7. The step after this involved analyzing the thematic progressions. They were 

determined based on the relationship between the unmarked topical Theme 

and the previous Themes or Rhemes. Each thematic progression identified 

was labeled based on its type. The thematic progression in this study refers to 

the method of development as suggested by Eggins (1994; 2004). The 

frequency of occurrence then was presented in a table.  

8. The final step was drawing out the flow of text by interpreting the identified 

Themes, choices of topical Themes and realization of thematic progressions.     

1.5. Conclusion  

This chapter has discussed the methodology used in the study. The 

discussion covers the research questions, research design, data collection and data 

analysis. This chapter provides the guidelines for analyzing the data as presented 

in chapter IV.   

    

 


