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CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY 

 

This chapter elaborates the method employed in this study in order to answer the 

two questions that previously stated in Chapter I. It covers research design, site 

and participants, data collection, data analysis, and concluding remark. 

 

3.1 Design of the study 

Dealing with the main aims of the study, this study employs a qualitative 

case study method. The main characteristics of qualitative case study are 

presented as follows. 

 

Table 3.1 

The Characteristic of Qualitative Case Study 

 

Characteristics Case study 

Focus  
To provide an in-depth description and analysis of 

a case (of cases), using multiple data sources. 

Foundation disciplines 
Psychology, law, political science, medicine, and 

education. 

Unit(s) of analysis 

An individual learner or teacher, a class, school, 

education area, or country; a class activity or 

language program. 

Data collection methods 

Multiple sources: interview, observations, diaries 

and verbal reports, discourse analysis, documents 

and records 

Data collection methods : other 

form 
Questionnaire 

(Taken from Croker, as cited in Heigham and Croker, 2009: p16) 

 

Based on the characteristics above, this study employs a qualitative 

approach and descriptive case study method since it is considered as the most 

suitable method to examine the study. The reason for this notion is that this study 
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focuses on providing the description of the use theme-based teaching in teaching 

writing descriptive text in education discipline in which the unit of analysis is 

English teacher who teaches in eighth grade of junior high school level. In 

addition, the data collection methods employed in this study are observation and 

interview that will be explained briefly in data collection section. 

 In the study, the researcher examined the study based on research cycle 

which consists of setting, inquiry (research questions), data collection, data 

analysis and claims (Freeman, 2009, as cited in Heigham and Croker, 2009). The 

cycle is presented below: 

 

Picture 3.1 

Research Cycle 

(Adapted from Freeman, as cited in Heigham and Croker, 2009: p29) 
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In this study, the research cycle above is developed into some more 

specific steps which are presented below: 

 

Picture 3.2  

Cycle of the study 

 

 

 

The first step was inquiry. In this stage, the researcher began with 

formulating study questions (Freeman, 2009, as cited in Heigham and Croker, 

2009). Based on the study questions, the researcher analyzed the flow of the study 

in a setting. After analyzing the flow of the study, the researcher observed the case 

to find out a presume of the case. In the second step, the researcher figured out the 

various kinds of information and collected the data through observation and 

interview. Moreover, the researcher explored the existing case in school by 

examining an observation to have a clear situation in the class and interviewing 

the English teacher to explore more information. The third step was data analysis 

in which the researcher analyzed the data based on relevant theories. In addition, 

the claim of finding or conclusion was gained as the result of the study. 
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 Moreover, Gold (1958, as cited in Heigham and Croker, 2009: 167), 

classifies observers into four corresponding to this continuum: complete 

participant, participant as observer, observer as participant, and complete observer 

(non-participant observation). In this study, the researcher played role as a 

complete observer (non-participant observation). The observation has been 

conducted based on the observation sheet that had been organized. Moreover, 

interview was also used to cross-check the real situation in the class with the 

English teacher perception while using theme-based teaching approach in teaching 

writing descriptive text. 

 

3.2 Site of the Study 

 This study was undertaken at one of public junior high schools in 

Bandung, West Java, Indonesia. This institution was chosen for two reasons. First, 

this school provided the researcher with an English teacher who uses theme-based 

teaching in teaching writing descriptive text. Second, this school provided the 

researcher with access to undertake research. 

 

3.3 Participants of the Study  

The participants involved in this study were an English Teacher and 40 

students of eighth grade of junior high school. The study was conducted with an 

English teacher in one public junior high school in Bandung who has adapted 

theme-based teaching approach in teaching writing descriptive text. The teacher 

was familiar with the concept of curriculum cycle which has been explained in the 

previous chapter. The theme-based teaching was predicted mostly occurred in the 

lesson. Moreover, the eighth grade was chosen in this study because Descriptive 

text was taught in this grade.  

 

3.4 Data Collection 

In collecting the data, the multiple methods such as observation and 

interview are used in this study. The more detail information will be discussed 

below. 
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3.4.1 Classroom observation 

Observation is “the conscious noticing and detailed examination of 

participants’ behavior in a naturalistic setting” (Cowie, 2009, as cited in Heigham 

and Croker, 2009: 166). Based on this definition, it can be seen that observation is 

planned to gather some information that is needed from the object of observation 

naturally. In addition, the observation in this study is study observation which is 

“a systematic and planned observation to gather information in which its validity 

and reability are controlled” (Alwasilah, 2009:211). 

As has been explained before, the researcher was a complete-observer in 

this study observation. The researcher took note based on the observation sheet 

that has been designed. While the researcher took a note, the other people 

recorded the situation. Moreover, the observation was conducted in two weeks at 

English subject in eighth grade of junior high school which consist of four 

meeting. Each meeting took 80 minutes in a class. In this class, there are an 

English teacher and 43 students. 

In addition, the schedule of observation is presented below, as follows: 

 

 

 

Table 3.2 

The schedule of Observation 

Date  Time allocation  
Theme: 

Topics 
Teaching Material  

Monday, 1
st
 April 

2013 

1
st
 meeting 

 (80 minutes)  

Famous Artist : 

International  

Artist 

Building Knowledge of 

Field  

Material : Descriptive Text 

(Vocabulary) 

Monday, 8
th
 April 

2013  

2
nd

 meeting  

(80 minutes) 

Famous Artist: 

Indonesian Artist 

Modelling Stage  

Material : Descriptive Text 

(Linguistic Feature and 

Schematic Structure) 
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Saturday, 13
rd 

April 2013  

3
rd

 meeting  

(80 minutes) 

Famous Artist: 

Indonesian Artist 

Joint Construction  

Material : Descriptive Text 

(Collaborative Writing) 

Monday, 15 April 

2013  

4
th
 meeting 

 (80 minutes) 

Famous Artist: My 

Favorite Artist 

Independent Construction 

Material : Descriptive Text 

(My Favorite Artist) 

 

Moreover, the observation was conducted by using video camera in order 

to get the accurate data (Gall and Borg, 2003:257). The observation will be used 

to note some aspects to get the real information about how the English teacher 

uses theme-based teaching approach in teaching writing descriptive text in eighth 

grade of Junior High School and explores what advantages and disadvantages of 

the use this approach in teaching writing descriptive text in eighth grade of Junior 

High School based on an observation sheet that has been organized by the 

researcher. The framework of observation was adapted from Emilia (2010) and 

Gibbon (2002), as follows: 

 

 

 

Table 3.3 

The Framework adapted from Emilia (2010) and Gibbon (2002). 

Cycle Activities 

Building Knowledge of 

Field  

 Brainstorming through some critical questions to 

explore the theme. 

 Finding out what the students have known about the 

theme. 

 Using picture to elicit or teach vocabulary 

 Sharing, collecting, organising, and recording the 

information 

Modelling of text  

 Familiarizing the students with the function and 

social context of the text 

 Presenting the schematic structure of the text 

 Presenting the  Linguistic Feature of  the text 

 Presenting a model text of  the text  
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Joint Construction  

 Grouping the students into fours and familiarizing 

them with task they will do in this stage. 

 Approaching each group at the start of joint 

construction 

 Observing students’ development in CT and 

emergent control of descriptive text 

 Observing students’ perception of the joint 

construction 

 Consultation with each group on their draft.  

 

Independence 

Construction  
 Students write their own text 

 

3.4.2 Interview  

The data of the study was also gained by interviewing the participant of 

the study. (Potter, 1996, as cited in Polkinghorne, 2005) has defined interviewing 

as “a technique of gathering data from humans by asking those questions and 

getting them to react verbally”. Prior to interview the participant, the questions 

were designed as the interview questions. The instrument employed to collect data 

in the interview was voice recorder which is used to record the interview with the 

participants of the study. 

 In this study, semi-structured interview has been applied in which it “is 

one where the interview has a clear picture of the topic that need to be covered 

(and perhaps even a preferred order of these) but is prepared to allow develop in 

unexpected direction where these open up important new areas” (Richard, 2009, 

as cited in Heigham and Croker, 2009). This means that actually the interviewer 

asked based on the designed questions but then it was developed because the 

interviewer found new information or another point of view from the respondent. 

Moreover, the participants were asked about how the English teacher uses 

theme-based teaching approach in teaching writing descriptive text in eighth grade 

of Junior High School and what advantages and disadvantages of the use this 

approach in teaching writing descriptive text in eighth grade of Junior High 

School by some questions that had been designed to get the information needed. 

The language used in the interview is Indonesian in one session. The questions of 

interview are attached. 
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After interviewing the participant, the researcher organized the data from the 

interview in form of computer file to be transcribed based on what the participants 

said in the interview. Moreover, the researcher transcribed and analyzed the data 

through content analysis, using categorical strategies to break down the data.  

 

3.5 Data Analysis 

In order to find out how the English teacher uses theme-based teaching 

approach in teaching writing descriptive text in eighth grade of junior high School 

and exploring what advantages and disadvantages of the use theme-based teaching 

in teaching writing descriptive text in eighth grade of junior high school, the 

qualitative data of the study was analyzed descriptively. The data of the study was 

transcribed afterwards was labeled by using computer program. The data then was 

noted and then categorized. In further, the data was analyzed by a qualitative data 

analysis.  

After gaining the data from the observation and interview, the researcher 

analyzed the data by using some relevant theories to get the interpretation of the 

case. The data was analyzed by using theories of theme-based teaching (e.g 

Cameron (2001), Brown (2001) and Stoller & Grabe (1997)). In addition, the data 

were also analyzed based on framework of curriculum-cycle (Derewianka, 2004; 

Gibbons, 2002; Emilia, 2010). Moreover, by answering the purposes of the study, 

the conclusion as the result of the study was gained. 

 

3.6 Clarification of Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding in this research, some terms are clarified 

as follows. 

a.  Theme-Based Teaching 

Theme-based Teaching (TBT) is a way that is used by teacher which 

provides an alternative to what would otherwise be traditional language classes by 

structuring a course around themes or topics (Brown, 2001), in which many 

different activities are linked together by their content; the theme or topic runs 
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through everything that happens in the classroom and acts as a connecting thread 

for pupils and teacher (Cameron, 2001).  

In this study, theme-based teaching is an approach in which the class is 

structured by a theme that was “Famous Artist”. This theme then was divided into 

three specific topics: International Artist, Indonesian artist and My Favorite Artist. 

The theme and topics here were appropriate with the material of Descriptive text 

focusing on describing people.  

In applying this theme-based, the teacher also adapted curriculum cycle in 

teaching writing which consists of Building Knowledge of Field stage, Modelling 

stage, Joint Construction stage and Independent Construction stage. The reason of 

adapting curriculum cycle is that this study applied theme-based teaching in 

teaching Writing text. As we have known, Curriculum Cycle is usually used in 

Genre-based Approach. However, what becomes the teacher’s focus were many 

approaches to content-based instruction including theme-based teaching “…view 

language as a medium for learning content, and content as a resource for learning 

language” (Stoller and Grabe, 1997). It means that the teacher saw the theme as 

the main idea of all the things happen in the class. 

The procedure of the use theme-based teaching in teaching writing 

descriptive text in this study is presented in the table below, as follows: 
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Table 3.4 

Teaching Procedures of 

Theme-Based Teaching in Teaching Writing Descriptive Text 

 

Theme: 

Topics 

Time 

allocation 

Curriculum 

Cycle 
Activities  Teachers’ Role Students’ Role  

Famous 

Artist : 

International  

Artist 

1
st
 meeting 

 

2x40 

minutes 

Building 

knowledge of the 

Field  

Brainstorming 

Asking the students about a theme to 

relate their knowledge and experience 

to the lesson. 

Responding the teacher 

questions. 

Guessing Picture  

Asking the students about some 

pictures to relate their knowledge and 

experience to the lesson. 

Identifying the pictures 

and responding teacher’s 

questions 

Building Prior-

knowledge 

(vocabulary)  

Introducing the descriptive text 

through vocabulary learning and 

reading comprehension.  

Listening, taking notes, 

asking, and responding. 

Famous 

Artist: 

Indonesian 

Artist 

2
nd

 meeting Modelling 

(Deconstruction) 

Familiarizing the 

students with the 

function and social 

context of the text 

 

 Presenting the 

schematic structure of 

Descriptive text  

 

Presenting a model text 

of a Descriptive text  

Adapted from (Emilia, 

2010:68:69) 

 Explaining the function and social 

context of descriptive text 

 

 Explaining the schematic structure 

of descriptive text 

 

 Gives one example of descriptive 

text with its schematic structure 

 Identifying the function 

and social context of 

descriptive text 

 

 

 Identifying the schematic 

structure of descriptive text 

2
nd

  meeting  Presenting the   Explaining the linguistic features  Identifying the 
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Linguistic Feature of 

Descriptive Text 

(Simple Present Tense) 

 

Presenting a model text 

of a Descriptive text  

Adapted from (Emilia, 

2010:68:69)  

of descriptive text 

 

 

 

 Gives one example of descriptive 

text with its schematic structure 

linguistic features of 

descriptive text 

Famous 

Artist: 

Indonesian 

Artist 

3
rd

  meeting 
Joint 

Construction 

 Grouping the students 

into fours and 

familiarizing them with 

task they will do in this 

stage. 

 Approaching each 

group at the start of 

joint construction 

 Observing students’ 

development in CT and 

emergent control of 

descriptive text 

 Observing students’ 

perception of the joint 

construction 

 Consultation with 

each group on their 

draft.  

Adapted from (Emilia, 

2010:72:78) 

 

 Giving example how to write 

descriptive text 

 Grouping the students into fours 

and familiarizing them with task 

they will do in this stage. 

 Approaching each group at the 

start of joint construction 

 Observing students’ development 

in CT and emergent control of 

descriptive text 

 Observing students’ perception of 

the joint construction 

 Consultation with each group on 

their draft.  

 

 Paying attention to 

the teacher’s 

explanation 

 Making a group of 

four 

 Constructing the 

text collaboratively 

 Consultation with 

the teacher 

Famous 

Artist: My 
4

th
 meeting  

Independent 

Construction 
Producing  Text  

 Deciding a topic  

 Guiding and checking the 

Deciding their favorite 

artists, a text construction, 
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Favorite 

Artist 

students while the students 

are constructing the text  

 Giving a game 

and checking, 

reconstructing the text and 

presenting their work in 

front of the class 

(optional). 

   Playing a game 



 

40 
Dita Dwi Pusparini, 2013 
The Use Of Theme-Based Teaching In Teaching Writing Descriptive Text 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia  |  repository.upi.edu  | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

b.  Descriptive text 

Descriptive text deals with description. A description is about a particular 

person or thing (Martin, 1985, as cited in Emilia 2010: 172). Descriptive text is a 

text which function is to describe a particular person, place or thing (Gerot and 

Wignell, 1994), a sequence of event or tell a story (Smalley and Rueten, 1990). 

Moreover, Anderson and Anderson (1998:27) stated that descriptive text describes 

a particular person, place or thing. Its purpose is to tell about the subject by 

describing its features without including person opinion. 

 In this study, the descriptive text that was taught by the teacher focused 

on how to describe people. The theme Famous Artist was chosen in this study by 

the teacher. The theme then was developed into three topics: International Artist, 

Indonesian artist and My Favorite Artist. By using the theme and topics, the 

students were taught how to describe people in form of written text.  

Moreover, in teaching writing Descriptive text by focusing on describing 

people, the teaching material was designed based on the selected theme. First, the 

teacher taught some vocabularies about people description such as physical 

appearance, occupation, personal trait, and behaviour. Second, the linguistic 

feature (specifically in using Simple Present Tense) focuses on how to write 

sentences to describe people, for instance, She has a pointed nose or He is an 

international movie star. Third, the text used were the Descriptive Text about 

famous artist: International Artist, Indonesian artist and My Favorite Artist 

 

c.  Advantage  

  According to Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English 

(2000), there are three definitions of term “advantage”, as follows: 

1. (over sb) a thing that help you to be better or more successful than other 

people. 

2. A quality of something that makes it better or more successful. 

3. (in tennis) the first point scored after a score. 
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In this study, the term “advantage” refers to some things that help the 

teacher to be better or more success by implementing theme-based teaching in 

teaching writing descriptive text.  

 

d. Disadvantage 

According to Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English 

(2000), the term “disadvantage” refers to something that causes problems and tend 

to stop sb/sth from succeeding or making progress. 

  In this study, disadvantage means something that causes problems 

and tends to stop the teacher from succeeding or making progress by 

implementing theme-based teaching in teaching writing descriptive text. 


