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Abstract : The role of schools is very important in instilling the multiculturalism values in 

students because it can provide an understanding of the importance of unity in 

the life order of Indonesian society that has such a complex diversity. Students 

are the successors of the nation's generation that must face the growing global 

challenges so the importance of the diversity value is embedded towards 

students. Multicultural education is one of the most important values in 

education where multicultural education becomes a reference or point in 

realizing unity in a diverse society, one of which is to instill the value of 

tolerance among fellow students. This research method used qualitative 

descriptive. The results show that (1) the role of schools in instilling the value 

of multiculturalism is to organize activities related to holidays based on 

religious beliefs of students and able to understand diversity in facing global 

challenges. (2) Awareness of diversity so that it can foster a caring, respectful 

and responsible character. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 Education is the main foundation in realizing the potential of each individual, especially 

as citizens in the life of society, nation and state. Education can give a concrete picture of the 

conditions in the order of life in society, nation and state. Indonesia has a lot of diversity in 

living community life such as culture, ethnicity, and religious race and so on. This is a reflection 

that there is a difference that is owned by the Indonesian people, so it needs the name of unity 

to make the country of Indonesia a sovereign state and can provide a better life without any 

division even though we realize that Indonesia has many differences in it. But this difference 

is the spirit to achieve individuals who understand the meaning of differences between people. 

 The diversity that is owned by the Indonesian people is one of the gifts from God 

Almighty that is the characteristic of the Indonesian nation. The differences that are owned by 

the Indonesian people can give a sense of unity in the life of society, nation and state. 

Multicultural diversity becomes the essence of social life, but on the other hand, diversity is 

vulnerable to conflict resulting in threatened national unity or integration. The occurrence of 

various conflicts in this country due to friction and misunderstanding in differences, especially 

in ethnicity, religion, race and between groups or commonly known as SARA. 

 Multiculturalism is basically an understanding of the reality of religion, plurality, and 

multiculturalism that is found in people's lives. Multiculturalism emphasizes cultural pluralism 

into education based on the principle of equality and mutual respect among fellow human 

beings to realize unity in the order of society. 
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 Education has a function in life, as stated in the National Education System Law 

Number 20 of 2003, Chapter II Article 3, namely:  

"National education functions to develop the ability and shape and dignified 

civilization of the nation in order to educate the lives of the nation, aims to develop 

the potential of students to become faithful human beings, devoted to God Almighty 

and become citizens who are noble, healthy, knowledgeable, capable , creative, 

independent, become a democratic and responsible citizen. " 

Planting values in the function of education cannot be realized without going through 

the existing process. So there needs to be a place or place to realize so that the value can be 

realized as its function one of which is through educational institutions. With educational 

institutions can provide space for students to understand the importance of living peacefully 

without division due to differences in this nation, especially in multiculturalism. 

Multiculturalism (Azra, 2007) is basically a world view which can then be translated into 

various cultural policies that emphasize the acceptance of the reality of religious and 

multicultural plurality contained in people's lives. Multiculturalism can also be understood as 

a world view which is then realized in political awareness. 

Educational institutions, especially schools, are very important to instill values of 

togetherness, unity, ethnic diversity, race, religion and culture. Because basically the school 

has a very significant role in implementing the values contained in the constitution, namely 

Pancasila where the community must be able to appreciate the differences that exist in the 

social order. Through students if the value of multiculturalism is well maintained, the resulting 

impact can be a good example for the continuity of the community life order. 

The application and concepts provided by educators are not only aimed at achieving 

understanding during the learning process but educators must be able to create awareness of 

students so that they behave humanity, plastically, and democratically. Multicultural education 

is based on social justice and equal rights. This means that in everyday relationships, especially 

in the formal environment, one of them in school must not have an element of difference in 

terms of ethnicity, ethnicity, religion, and so forth. Unity must remain embedded in students to 

create a conducive atmosphere without provoking problems just because of the differences we 

have. In Islamic teachings, it is forbidden to antagonize each other because of the fact that 

humans are created differently such as ethnicity, religion, race, culture and so on. All of that is 

only because we are required to respect each other, to love one another even in our fellow 

Muslims all in front of the creator but what distinguishes it is devotion to Allah SWT. 

From the description above the author assumes that the role of the school is very vital 

to see the country's diverse conditions coupled with the many conflicts on primordial basis 

especially multicultural education in Indonesia is not integrated with the curriculum. Because 

of the importance of multicultural education as a learning for understanding of diversity in 

Indonesia which demands unity and unity to unite the people. 

II. METHOD AND RESEARCH DESIGN 

 Based on the above background, this paper examines the role of schools in instilling 

the value of multiculturalism in students. It is important to instill the value of multiculturalism 
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on participants from an early age so as to create harmony between students and in people's 

lives. The steps taken are analyzing the literature on multiculturalism education.  

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

3.1 Study of the Role of Schools 

  In general, schools have a significant role in advancing education and teachers 

which become a fulcrum to instill the values embraced by the Indonesian people, 

especially the value of diversity or tolerance. Schools become a place to express 

thoughts that are in line with the customs of the Indonesian people. 

  According to Kamisa (1997: 240) "The role is something that is done and has a 

big influence on an event". Meanwhile Ahmadi (1991: 115) said "role is a complex of 

human expectations of the way individuals must act and behave in certain situations 

based on social status and function. Diversity in education exists because education 

cannot be separated from the context of society. Children as the center of attention of 

education that are often forgotten their interests are part of their social context. They 

have different social and cultural contours that are different from each other. Therefore, 

it is the reason that they are important to get multicultural education so that they are 

able to adjust well. 

  Schools become a point or center in applying prosess to live in harmony in 

diverse environments and the role of schools is centered on the principal. According to 

Drs. Daryanto (2011: 50) The principal creates a model for improving the quality of 

learning by identifying the needs, strengths, weaknesses of opportunities that the school 

has, as well as planning with school citizens who empower resources towards the vision, 

mission, school values, and continuously conducting studies for every performance that 

has been produced to continue to strive for continuous quality improvement. 

  Education and teaching provided by teachers or educators certainly have a 

purpose. Objectives can be interpreted as an effort to provide the formulation of the 

results expected by students after carrying out the learning experience (Sadirman, 

2004).  

3.2 Multiculturalism Study 

  Multicultural education is directed to realize awareness, tolerance, 

understanding, and knowledge that takes into account cultural differences, and also 

differences and similarities between cultures and their relation to world views, 

concepts, values, beliefs, and attitudes (Lawrence J. Saha and Aly, 2005). Multicultural 

education has the wrong way to achieve unity in an environment that has differences 

both in terms of religion and in the cultural sphere. 

  Following Bikhu Parekh (2001) the term multiculturalism contains three 

components, namely, first, this concept is related to culture; second, this concept refers 

to plurality of cultures; and third, this concept contains certain ways to respond to that 

plurality. Therefore multiculturalism is not a pragmatic political doctrine but as a way 

of looking or some kind of ideology in human life. 

  Meanwhile according to James A. Bank (2001) multicultural education is a 

concept or idea as a set of believe (set of believe and explanation that recognizes and 

assesses the importance of cultural and ethnic diversity in shaping lifestyles, social 
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experiences, personal identities and educational opportunities from individuals, groups 

and countries. 

  Various concepts relevant to multiculturalism include democracy, justice and 

law, cultural values and ethos, togetherness in equal differences, ethnicity, ethnicity, 

ethnic culture, religious beliefs, cultural expressions, private and public domains, 

human rights , community cultural rights, and other relevant concepts (Fay 1996; Rex 

1985; Suparlan 2002). 

  First, Indonesian culture from a static perspective, borrows Parekh (1997; in 

Sunarto, Heng, and Saifuddin, 2004: 2-3) categorization of "multiculturalism," not the 

culture, can be categorized into: 

a. Isolated culture, a separate culture that does not interact strongly with other 

cultures, partly because of geographical boundaries; 

b. Cosmopolitan multiculture, culture that blends into one, sometimes without 

limits, so that "group members" (ethnic, subethnic or ethnic-nation) are not too 

concerned with their own culture and values; 

c. Accommodative culture, culture that exists in an area where there is a 

dominant "sub ethnic" culture (followed by the majority of the population), but 

there are also other sub-ethnic cultures, which can live together without any 

friction, and without any "discrimination". 

  Regarding the focus of multicultural education, H.A.R. Tilaar revealed that in 

multicultural education programs, focus is no longer directed solely at mainstream 

social, religious, and cultural groups. Multicultural education is actually a caring 

attitude and willing to understand or acknowledge different people. In that context, 

multicultural education sees society more broadly. In multicultural education, there are 

dimensions that must be considered. 

According to James Blank there are five interrelated dimensions of multicultural 

education, namely as follows: 

a. Integrate various cultures and groups to illustrate fundamental concepts, 

generalizations, and theories in subjects. 

b. Bring students to understand the cultural implications of a subject. 

c. Adjust student learning methods in order to facilitate academic achievement. 

d. Identify the racial characteristics of students and determine their teaching 

methods. 

e. Train groups to participate in various activities, interact with all students and 

staff of different races and ethnicities to create an academic culture 

IV. DISCUSSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 The role of schools is very important to instill the value of multiculturalism in students 

from an early age. Students who are the successors of the nation must be able to understand 

well to live in a diverse environment that is characteristic of Indonesian society. This difference 

is the most beautiful gift given from God the Almighty, but sometimes the difference becomes 

the trigger of the conflict so that there is a split. Therefore the importance is indeed the 

understanding of students about respecting fellow human beings in an environment that has a 
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complex diversity, namely Indonesia. When students' understanding of multicultural education 

is well understood, there are no more elements of discrimination because of differences. 

 The author's recommendations are: 

1) Teachers must be able to understand students about the importance of the value of 

multiculturalism in the life of society, nation and state in order to live in harmony and 

not be divided in the differences that we have. 

2) In the region of globalization understanding of the values of diversity or the value of 

tolerance must be maintained properly so that the integrity of the country can be 

maintained properly. External values that are included in Indonesian culture must be 

well understood whether it is in accordance with the cultural values that exist in 

Indonesia or not. So the community must be critical in understanding the value of 

multiculturalism that lives in Indonesian society. 
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