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CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY 

This third chapter presents the procedures of this study in the effort of 

collecting answers for the research questions formulated earlier. This chapter is 

begun with the elaboration of the purposes of the study and research questions, 

research design, the subjects of the research, the instrumentation, the data 

collection procedure and the analysis procedure. 

3.1 The Purposes of the Study and Research Questions 

This study attempted to investigate the extent to which an interactive e-

book entitled „Incredible English‟ meets the criteria of a good quality course book, 

the extent to which the aforementioned e-book meets the expectations of the basic 

competences defined in KTSP curriculum and teachers‟ and students‟ perceptions 

toward the e-book. Based on the aforementioned purposes defined, three research 

questions were formulated to collect the finding of this study. The three research 

questions are listed below. 

1. “To what extent does Incredible English e-book for 6
th

 graders meet the criteria 

of a good quality course book?” 

2. “To what extent does Incredible English e-book for 6
th

 graders meets the 

expectation of the basic competence defined in KTSP curriculum?” 

3. “What are English teachers and students perception toward Incredible English 

e-book for 6
th

 graders in terms of the completeness of features offered in the e-

book?” 

3.2 Research Design 

Since the study attempted to investigate the extent to which an interactive 

e-book entitled „Incredible English‟ meets the criteria of a good quality course 

book, the extent to which the aforementioned e-book meets the expectations of 

the basic competences defined in KTSP curriculum and teachers‟ and students‟ 

perceptions toward the e-book, this research was conducted under the principle 
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of qualitative research. Richards (2003) states that the qualitative research is 

conducted to make sense of phenomena based on how people perceive or make 

meaning about the phenomena. Deeper understanding and rich description were 

gathered, recorded and written in conducting this qualitative research. In this 

case, documents were interpreted to give meaning about the topic of the 

research. 

The concept of a content analysis was used in this research. Content is 

described as something which is contained. Therefore, content analysis is the 

analysis of what is contained in a message. Berg (2001) specifies that the 

analysis of written documents and also transcription by identifying particular 

characteristic of the matter or of the artifact defines what a content analysis is all 

about. Mayring (2014) lists several examples of kinds of messages which can be 

analyzed using the process of the content analysis. They are interview 

transcripts, materials from open questionnaires, observational studies documents, 

and documents such as newspapers or other mass media products, files, 

documentations of institutions, and web pages. 

Prasad (2008) also acknowledges what a content analysis is. He purposes 

that content analysis needs rules or criteria used as the standard to make a valid 

and objective judgment about a message. Furthermore, he also pointed out 

several kinds of materials which can be analyzed with a content analysis. Some 

of them are letters, diaries, newspaper content, folk songs, short stories, 

messages of Radio and Television, documents, texts or any symbols. Therefore, 

as the purpose of the study is mainly about evaluating an e-book, this study 

employs the principle of qualitative research using the process called as the 

content analysis. 

3.3 Subjects of the Research 

Three kinds of subjects (sources) were involved in the study to answer 

three research questions. The first source of the research was an interactive e-

book published by Oxford University Press entitled „Incredible English‟ which is 

intended for young learners (6th graders). Based on the classifications of e-book 
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proposed by Allison (2003) and the criteria (related to interactivity elements) 

evaluated from the e-book, it is concluded that 'Incredible English' is categorized 

into a complex e-book (type 2). The e-book was written by Peter Redpath, Sarah 

Phillips and Michaela Morga. It consists of 94 pages which are divided into nine 

units. 

The aforementioned e-book was selected due to several considerations. 

First, it was due to the feasibility of obtaining an imported book online from an 

application called Oxford Learners’ Bookshelf. There were some other ways to 

obtain imported books like “Incredible English‟ though. However, the difficulty 

lied on the fact that the purchasing was needed to be done in other currency 

rather than in rupiahs through foreign Bank account. Meanwhile the procedure of 

purchasing books from Oxford Learners’ Bookshelf seemed more practical and 

time saving as it was possible to be done through redeeming code from certain 

merchant or billing it to mobile phone account. 

Second, „Incredible English‟ was selected as there were only seven 

coursebooks available for young learners. Up from those seven, „Incredible 

English‟ was the only e-book intended for a general English learning. The other 

books were intended for other school subjects such as Mathematics and Science, 

for developing young learners‟ thinking skills, and for getting students to focus 

on phonics. 

The second and third sources of this research were the participation of 

two teachers teaching grade 6 class and two grade 6 students. They were asked to 

participate in the effort of collecting and providing more reliable and valid data 

through interviews. The two teachers were selected purposively. The purposive 

selection of subjects is conducted to select participants which are believed to 

provide data which is needed, according to Fraenkel and Wallen (2006). Then, 

two students were selected by reccommendation of one of the teachers. Further, 

the reason of selecting only two teachers and two students was believed to be 

adequate in finding out their perception toward the e-book. 
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3.4 Instrumentation 

  Referring to the research questions, the data of each of them was collected 

through different instruments. 

3.3.1 Research question number 1: “To what extent does Incredible English 

e-book for 6
th

 graders meet the criteria of a good quality course book?” 

 To conduct the evaluation of the aforementioned e-book and collect the data 

for this first research question, this study employed three criteria checklists: two 

printed coursebook criteria checklists which were combined into one and an 

interactive e-book criteria checklist. The first criteria checklist was called Eclectic 

Checklist for ELT Coursebook adapted from Demir and Ertas‟ (2014) published in 

The Reading Matrix Volume 4 Number 2, September 2014. This criteria checklist 

was chosen as it is more comprehensive compared to coursebook evaluation 

criteria developed by other ELT experts such as Sheldon (1988), Mc Grath (2002), 

and Harmer (2007). The criteria checklist was then improved with the addition of 

several coursebook evaluation criteria developed by Mukundan, Hajimohammadi 

& Nimehcisalem (2011). The criteria checklist consists of four major analyses 

(Subject and Contents, Sub-skills and Skills, Layout and Physical Make-up, and 

Practical Consideration) in which each major has a number of questions which 

need to be answered about the coursebook.  

The first major category of the criteria checklist was subject and content. 

This category collected answers related to contents of the textbooks. The category 

concerned about thematic contents, target and local culture learning, and the 

relationship between the contents of the e-book and real-life situation. The second 

category was related to sub-skills and skills. This category collected more about 

the portion of listening, speaking, writing and reading skill and also sub-skills like 

grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation presented in the textbook. Layout and 

physical make-up was the third category. It included the criteria about textbook 

printing. The last category was analyzing the practical consideration of the 

textbook. It included the criteria about the accessibility and also the affordability 

of the textbook. It also concerned about whether or not the textbook provided 

supplementary material such as self-study CD or posters. 
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There were three conditions of the textbook which should be defined after 

conducting the criteria checklist, if the YES answers were more than 80% of the 

checklist: it meant the book was considered perfect or recommended. If the YES 

answer ranged from 60% to 80%, it meant that the textbook could be used but it 

needed adaptation. The last, if the YES answer was below 60% the book was not 

suitable to be used in the teaching and learning process or in other words, the 

textbook needed a replacement. 

The last criteria checklist used was the one proposed by Bozkurt and 

Bozkaya (2015). This criteria checklist provided the criteria to assess the 

interactive and electronic elements of the e-book. The checklist was a result of a 

research conducted by Bozkurt and Bozkaya (2015). By employing a mixed-

method design to identify evaluation criteria for interactive e-books, 30 experts 

participated and a total of 20 interactive e-books were examined to reach for the 

finding. The checklist developed consisted of four major themes (content, 

interface, interactivity, and technology). Each major theme had its own 

dimensions and each dimension had its own criteria. 

3.3.2 Research question number 2: “To what extent does Incredible English 

E-book for 6
th

 graders meets the expectation of the basic competence defined 

in KTSP curriculum?” 

An instrument to answer the second research question of this study was also 

developed by reflecting the e-book to the standard and the basic competence of 

learning English in Elementary School which was defined by BSNP (Badan 

Standar Nasional Pendidikan) 2006. The standard and the basic competence of 

learning English for grade six turned into a checklist as another instrument of this 

study was attached in the appendix.  

According to BSNP (2006), the English learning in the classroom and its 

material are organized based on language skills (speaking, listening, reading and 

writing). Each skill has its own basic competences which students need to learn 

and master at the end of the program or semester. A few examples are presented 

below. 
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Table 3. 1  

Examples of the Standard of Competence and the Basic Competence 

The Standard of Competence The Basic Competence 

Reading 

Comprehending short functional texts 

and very simple descriptive texts 

a. Reading aloud very short functional 

texts by using correct pronunciation 

and intonation 

b. Understanding very simple 

descriptive texts which are presented 

with pictures 

Writing 

Writing very short functional texts 

a. Writing short functional text 

b. Writing cards (birthday cards) 

Note: Adapted from “Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP)”, by BSNP, 

2006, Jakarta: Departemen Pendidikan Nasional. 

 A criteria checklist in the form of „yes‟ and „no‟ was developed out of the 

competences defined by BSNP which should be achieved by sixth graders and 

was employed to answer the second research question. 

3.3.3 Research question number 3: “What are English teachers and 

students perception toward Incredible English E-book for 6
th

 graders in 

terms of the completeness of features offered in the e-book?” 

The third research question about teachers and students‟ perception was 

answered by having interview as the instrument. There were four participants 

taking part in this study: a male teacher (teacher 1), a female teacher (teacher 2), a 

male student (student 1) and a female student (student2). They were all teaching 

and learning at one of the private schools in Bandung. The interview took place at 

5 September 2017, 27 September 2017, and 6 October 2017. The dates of the 

interview were adjusted based on the capability and the availability of the teachers 

and students. 

Two teachers and two students were given an open ended interview to yield 

their opinions and perceptions after being asked to use and experience the e-book 

for at least five chapters. This decision (using the e-book for at least five chapters) 

was made with the consideration of time limitation and that five chapters could 

represent the whole chapters as the organization and the flow of the content were 

arranged systematically the same from the first to the last chapter by the e-book 
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writers. The interview consisted of six major questions with some guiding 

questions in each of the major question.  

3.5 Data Collection and Data Analysis Procedure 

3.5.1 Data Collection and Data Analysis Procedure for Answering the First 

and Second Research Question 

The process of data collection together with data analysis is described by a 

smart art below in a sequence. 

 

 

 As it is drawn in the smart art above, the first thing to do in collecting the 

data was to gain access to Oxford Learner‟s Bookshelf. It included the procedure 

of downloading the application and getting an account. Secondly, after all was 

done, the e-book entitled „Incredible English‟ was purchased. Next, before 

jumping in to coursebook evaluation, doing a brief overview of the e-book was 

likely expected to get a brief understanding. 

 After that, the first and second criteria checklist (Eclectic Checklist for ELT 

Coursebook adapted from Demir and Ertas‟ (2014), Mukundan, Hajimohammadi 

& Nimehcisalem (2011).and Interactive e-book evaluation criteria checklist 

adapted from Bozkurt and Bozkaya (2015)) were employed to yield the result of 

whether the e-book was categorized into a good quality coursebook/e-book. 

1 
Gaining access to 
Oxford Learner’s 

Bookshelf 

2 
Purchasing 

‘Incredible English’ 
e-Book 

3 
Doing a brief 

overview before 
jumping to the 

evaluation 

4 
Evaluating the e-
book by utilizing 

both criteria 
checklists to collect 
the data for the first 
and second research 

question 

5 
Analyzing the data 

descriptively  
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 The first criteria checklist required the answer to every question to be in the 

form of „yes‟ and „no‟ category. Therefore if the e-book matched a criterion or if 

the e-book had the requirement asked in the criteria checklist, a check was placed 

on the YES table and vice versa. To yield or decide each criteria to be „yes‟ or 

„no‟, the e-book should be carefully evaluated by recording the same aspect and 

counting the average of them meeting the criteria perfectly. For example, in 

deciding whether the e-book provided exposure to build students‟ vocabulary 

through providing vocabulary list, then the e-book was analyzed per chapter to 

find whether or not vocabulary list was provided. In addition, checking and 

recording how many vocabulary lists provided in every chapter was important. If 

it appeared that vocabulary lists appeared in most of the chapters (more than 50%) 

then it was categorized as „yes‟ and vice versa.  

 After the answers of „yes‟ and „no‟ were counted, the result was adapted to 

three conditions defined by the criteria checklist developer. If the criteria yielded 

by e-book was more than 80% then it is categorized as a good quality coursebook. 

If the criteria was ranging from 60% to 80%, it meant that the book could still be 

used but it needed adaptation. The last was if the criteria met are below 60% then 

the book was not suitable to be used. 

 It went the same as the second criteria checklist. A criteria checklist 

developed based on the standard of competence and the basic competence of the 

English learning in grade six (according to BSNP 2006) was carried out to see if 

the e-book met the expectation of the English learning in Indonesian curriculum. 

The criteria checklist was also turned to be in the form of „yes‟ and „no‟ checklist. 

If a basic competence was reflected in the e-book then a „yes‟ box was ticked and 

if it was not reflected then the „no‟ box was ticked. After doing the evaluation, all 

of the result was counted and through the finding, the definition to what extent the 

aforementioned e-book met the expectation defined in KTSP curriculum was 

made. After both criteria checklists were employed in e-book evaluation, the 

analysis was descriptively elaborated.  

3.5.2 Data Collection and Data Analysis Procedure for Answering the Third 

Research Question 
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Two teachers teaching at an elementary school and two grade 6 students 

were interviewed to obtain the answer for the third research question which was 

related to their perception of the e-book analyzed. They were interviewed after 

being asked to experience the e-book for at least four chapters.  Therefore, it gave 

them chances to understand the flow of the content and the organization of the e-

book so that they would be able to give detail elaboration to every question asked 

to them. Observations were carried out during the e-book exploring. Two teachers 

were observed one by one at the teachers' lounge on different days. Meanwhile the 

students were observed while they were using the e-book in their classroom 

during English lesson. After doing the interview, the answers and the elaboration 

were presented to the readers. The flow of collecting and analyzing procedure was 

described in the following smart art. 

 

 

3.6 Concluding Remark 

This chapter has presented the methodology of this study in details starting 

from the research design, subjects of the research, instrumentations, data 

collection and analysis procedure. Findings and discussion of the study are 

presented in the forthcoming chapter. 

1 
Gaining access to 

enter one 
elementary school 

2 
Installing e-book in 

teachers’ laptop 

3 
Interviewing two 

teachers after 
having them used 

the e-book 

4 
Teaching the e-book 
in the classroom to 

the students 

5 
Interviewing two 

students after 
having them to 

experience the e-
book  
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