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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter provides general outline of this study. It covers background of 

study, statement of problems, aims of the study, scope of the study, significances of 

the study, hypothesis, research methodology, data collection, data analysis, and the 

organizations of the paper.  

1.1 Background 

As an international language, English has been learnt by people around the 

world. According to Crystal (2003), English has become global language because it is 

widely used by the people in the world for the subject matters learned by students. It 

is given in some educational level such as elementary, intermediate, and upper 

intermediate level. It seems that learning English is a must for people to face this 

globalization era. Since English has dominated almost every aspect in our lives, such 

as technology, commerce, and education. 

In learning English, there are four skills that should be possessed such as 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. One of those skills that is important to 

master is reading skill (Clarke and Silberstein, 1997 cited in Brown, 2001). This 

importance comes since reading provides useful information, knowledge, 

experiences and cultural aspects to readers through texts. The instructional process in 

Indonesia is done with the subject matter of the curriculum. In learning process 

students are focused on memorizing concepts rather than understanding them. It can 

be seen that learning is always dominated by teachers. The method often used by 

many teachers is lecturing in front of the class so that the students just sit and pay 

attention to what the teacher say. Such situations cause students to become passive. 

The task of a teacher is not just to teach, but the teacher also has the task to improve 

student achievement in learning. In this case, creative teachers who can make 

learning more interesting and liked by the learners.
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However, teaching English, particularly teaching reading comprehension, 

seems to be more difficult than teaching Indonesian language, since English has 

different language features. These differences may cause problems to learners. 

Therefore, teachers teaching a foreign language or a second language must possess 

methods and techniques to assist learners during teaching-learning process. 

According to Chai (2005), she argues that teaching is not just delivering the 

knowledge, but it is about communicating. She also adds that communicating is not 

only between the students with the teacher, but also the students with students. 

There are many teaching strategies in teaching English. One of them is 

cooperative learning strategy. As Johnson, Johnson, and Holubec (2008) and Slavin 

(2005) state that cooperative learning makes the students more active, the students 

will work together and by promoting an equal opportunity for every student to 

participate in the activity, improving self-esteem enjoyment of school and interethnic 

methods are keys in this approach. Based on the statement , the cooperative learning 

strategy is appropriate to be applied in big classes with many students. The 

cooperative learning has several teaching techniques. According to Aronson et al 

(1978), one of the techniques is Jigsaw. Jigsaw is developed by Elliot Aronson and 

first used in 1971 in Austin, Texas. Aronson et al (1978) states that Jigsaw is a 

cooperative learning strategy that allows students to work with other students. In 

jigsaw, every student has an important role because at the end of the learning the 

students are expected to explain to a group’s member. That's what makes Jigsaw's 

strategy so effective. 

In a public school, it is common that one class consists of 35-40 students. 

Furthermore, the students may have different levels of understanding. Therefore, 

jigsaw technique is expected to facilitate students with low capabilities to be assisted 

by those with high capabilities. Nurkamto (2000) states that there are many schools in 

Indonesia, particularly Junior High Schools, using a method making students passive 

learners. That situation may cause the students hard to learn, particularly in reading 

comprehension. Besides, inappropriate textbooks may give negative effects to the 
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students’ reading comprehension as well. As the result, most students do not like 

English because of the domination of teachers’ roles in the classroom that which the 

teachers act as the only source in the teaching-learning process.  

1.2 The Scope of the Research  

This research focused on finding out the effectiveness of jigsaw technique to 

improve students’ reading comprehension. There were two investigated groups: a 

control group and an experimental group. The participants were the seventh graders 

in one of public junior high schools in Bandung.  

1.3 Research Questions 

The study was conducted to answer these following questions: 

1. To what extent is the jigsaw technique effective in teaching reading 

comprehension? 

2. What are the students’ responses towards the use of jigsaw in teaching reading 

comprehension? 

1.4 Aims of the Research 

The aim of the research was to investigate the effectiveness of jigsaw 

technique in teaching reading especially in reading comprehension. Besides, it also 

aimed to find out the students’ responses toward jigsaw technique. A total of 60 

seventh grade in Junior High School participated in this study, since all the 

participant are homogenize and the number of those participant are less than 100, so 

the number of population the same as the number of the sample ( Sugiono: 2009). 

They consisted of 30 participants for experimental group and 30 participants as 

control group. 

1.5 Significances of the Research  

Hopefully, this research can be beneficial in providing the teachers 

information about the effectiveness of jigsaw technique in teaching reading 
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comprehension. In addition, it may be beneficial for other researchers as the reference 

or additional sources for those who conduct the same research. 

1.6 Clarification of Terms  

a. Reading: reading is an interactive process that goes on between reader, the text and 

comprehension. 

b. Jigsaw: according to Aronson et al (1978) jigsaw is cooperative learning strategy 

that enables each student of a ‘home group’ to specialize in one aspect of a 

learning unit. Students meet other members from other groups who are assigned 

the same aspect called “expert group”, and after mastering the material they return 

to the “home group” and teach or explain the materials to their group members. 

c. Discussion: Informal and voluntary gathering of individuals (in person, through a 

conference call, or website) to exchange ideas, information, and suggestions on 

needs, problems, subjects, etc., of mutual interest. 

1.7 Organization of the paper  

This study was divided into five chapters: 

Chapter 1: Introduction. This chapter provided background of study, statement of 

problems, aims of study, research question, scope of study, significances of study, 

and also the organizations of paper.  

Chapter 2: Theoretical Foundation.  This chapter consisted of theories and literature 

related to the research. 

Chapter 3: Research Methodology. This chapter discussed the process of 

investigation. In addition, this chapter presented a discussion on methodology 

employed in conducting the research.  

Chapter 4: Findings and Discussion. This chapter consisted of findings and 

discussion of the research. 

http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/voluntary.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/individual.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/person.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/conference-call.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/website.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/exchange.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/idea.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/information.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/need.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/problem.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/mutual.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/interest.html
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Chapter 5: Conclusion and Suggestions. This chapter consisted of conclusion and 

suggestions of the research.  

 


