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Abstract 

The present study investigates the appearance of Thematic Progression and 

Lexicogrammatical Features in English song lyrics written by English and Indonesian 

songwriters by applying theories of Systemic Functional Grammar by using Hallidays 

Lexicogrammatical Features and Danes’ Thematic Progression framework. This study 

discovers that the thematic Progression patterns and Lexicogrammatical features found in the 

data are similar. This study revealed that in English song lyrics written by both Indonesian 

and English songwriters, the appearance of the most frequent Thematic Progression patterns 

and lexicogrammatical Features are similar. The data showed that Multiple Theme 

Progression appears as the most frequent Thematic Progression pattern. The data also showed 

the use of Personal Pronoun appears as the most frequent Lexicogrammatical feature. These 

findings suggested that the texts are coherent and, by the dominant use of personal pronoun 

‘I’ and ‘you’, the songwriters tend to speak directly to their listeners so it could be easily 

understood by the readers/listeners.  
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