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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

 

This chapter is the last section of the present study. It presents conclusions drawn 

from the results of this study. In addition, suggestions for future study are also 

included in this chapter. 

5.1 Conclusions 

Academic writing, especially journal articles has some components such as 

sentences, citations and references. Those components may contribute to evaluate 

the quality of journal articles. The present study examines those components in 

the journal articles written by the lecturers from the faculty of social science and 

the faculty of language and literature in a university in Bandung. First, the 

sentences in all journal articles are categorized into four types based on the 

number of clauses (simple, compound, complex and compound-complex 

sentences). Second, the sentences are also separated into logical and illogical 

sentences to investigate the quality of sentence logic by considering the four 

aspects (syntax, parallelism, conjunctions and punctuation). Third, the citations 

and references in all journal articles are identified to observe the quality of 

citations and references by considering the characteristics of reference sources 

(the type of sources, the currency and the language used) and the appropriateness 

of citations and references. 

Regarding the types of sentences used in the journal articles, the findings 

show that the journal articles in the two faculties share the same rank of most 

common sentence types. Complex sentence dominates the type of sentence in the 

journal articles from the two faculties since it occurs more than 60%. Simple 

sentence becomes the second most common type of sentence in the journal 

articles, followed by compound sentence and compound-complex sentence. The 

findings indicate that the journal articles in both faculties tend to be long and 

complex since complex sentence is the most common type of sentences in the 

journal articles. 
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Due to the high number of logical sentences, it is apparent that the quality 

of sentence logic observed in this study is excellent. The result indicates that the 

lecturers successfully conveyed the messages of their writing by presenting the 

sentences logically. However, there is still an indication of mistakes found in the 

journal articles. The number of mistakes in the faculty of social science is higher 

than those in the faculty of language and literature. The most common mistake in 

the faculty of social science is related to syntax while the most common mistake 

in the faculty of language and literature is the use of punctuation.  

Related to the characteristics of reference sources, it can be said that the 

sources used has not yet fulfilled the criteria of good sources for journal articles. It 

is because the lecturers from both faculties mostly used book instead of 

article/journal as sources. In fact, it is better to use other related research from 

journal articles since the type of writing in this study is journal articles. However, 

the lecturers select the most current sources for their journal articles, which were 

categorized as sources published in the last 5 years and 6-10 years. In addition, the 

lecturers from both faculties prefer sources written in Indonesian language; 

however, foreign language is the most frequent language used in the sources 

found in the faculty of language and literature while Indonesian language still 

becomes the most frequent language used in the sources found in the faculty of 

social science. 

Regarding the appropriateness of citations and references, the quality of 

citations and references identified in this study is unsatisfactory. The findings 

show that most of the citations and references in the journal articles from the two 

faculties are written incorrectly. Moreover, blank citations and blank references 

that indicate pawn sacrifice plagiarism are discovered as well in the two faculties, 

with higher percentage in blank citations. The incorrect use of citations and 

references are caused by some mistakes, especially the mistakes related to 

mechanics for citations and the mistakes located on the title for references. 

In conclusion, the journal articles observed in this study in terms of the 

sentence structures, citations and references still has some weaknesses, especially 

in the use of citations and references. Talking about the quality of sentence logic, 

the lecturers from the two faculties have good abilities to deliver their ideas 
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properly in the form of writing since most sentences are presented logically, yet 

there is still an indication of mistakes. Meanwhile, the quality of citations and 

references in terms of their appropriateness is in contrast to the quality of sentence 

logic. This is because most of the citations and references violates the regulation 

of APA style. Consequently, it may reflect the lack of awareness towards 

plagiarism as the results of using inappropriate citations and references. 

Therefore, this finding indicates that the inaccuracy in both sentence logic and the 

use of citations and reference is not well identified in the process of peer 

reviewed. In terms of the sentence types, it can be said that writing in higher level 

of education such as tertiary education involves more complex thinking. This is 

proven by looking at the high number of complex sentences in all journal articles. 

In addition, the selection of sources is considered inadequate for a particular 

reason since the lecturers mostly use books instead of article/journal, even though 

they mainly use sources published in the last 5 years. 

 

5.2 Suggestions 

The following suggestions are intended to help other researchers to conduct 

further study related to the present study, and also to help the journal managers 

especially the editorial staff to prepare the journal articles for publication.  

There are two suggestions to be considered in conducting further study. 

The first one is about the number of journal articles. It will be much better if more 

journal articles are taken into account thus the results of the further study will be 

more accurate. The second one is related to the authors’ background of the 

selected journal articles. This study does not pay attention to the background of 

the authors. It is suggested that the further study may consider the background of 

the authors such as gender and educational background since it can significantly 

influence the quality of the writing.  

There are some suggestions addressed to the journal managers and the 

editorial staff as well. The journal managers may do something to maintain the 

quality of journal articles, for example by providing the researchers a guideline 

about the standard of citation and reference style used in that particular journal. 

Then, the editorial staff should carefully edit and revise all of the components in 
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journal articles, especially the sentence structures, citations and references. It will 

be much better to adjust the regulation of the publication to be stricter in order to 

avoid the inaccuracy in the writing.  


