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ABSTRACT 

Project-based learning (PjBL) has recently gained wide recognition as a student-

centered teaching approach. This method, which is in line with the Emancipated 

Curriculum (Kurikulum Merdeka), emphasizes flexibility in learning while 

integrating a range of essential skills into the English as a Foreign Language (EFL) 

classroom. In this method, the proficiency of EFL teachers is essential, particularly 

in delivering high-quality language input and fostering comprehension during 

classroom instruction through the implementation of project-based learning (PjBL). 

This research explored the implementation of project-based learning (PjBL) in 

classrooms, focusing on its benefits and challenges. A qualitative research 

approach, specifically the case study method, was employed, using classroom 

observation and interviews as the primary data collection tools. The research 

participants consisted of an English teacher and grade 11th students from a high 

school in Bandung. This study revealed that teacher generally possess a solid 

understanding and hold positive attitudes toward project-based learning (PjBL). All 

key elements of PjBL from Larmer, et al. (2015), including challenging problems 

or questions, sustained inquiry, authenticity, student voice and choice, reflection, 

critique and revision, and public product, were presented in the classroom. The 

elements such as challenging problem or question, critique and revision, 

authenticity, and public product were implemented effectively. However, 

discrepancies were observed between teachers' understanding and classroom 

practice, with elements like reflection, sustained inquiry, and student voice and 

choice not being fully realized. In addition, this study identified six advantages and 

four challenges associated with PjBL. The findings emphasize the need for teachers 

to acquire comprehensive knowledge of PjBL. Additional training and workshops 

on PjBL strategies are recommended to refine teachers' perceptions and improve 

their competence.  

Keywords: EFL, Emancipated curriculum, Project-based learning, Teacher 

understanding. 
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