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EFL TEACHERS’ CONCEPTIONS, PRACTICES AND CHALLENGES IN
TEACHING VOCABULARY: A CASE STUDY IN SECONDARY
EDUCATION

Abstract

This study aims to investigate the influences of teachers' conceptions of vocabulary
teaching on their teaching practices, including the challenges associated with
vocabulary teaching. The research design of this study was a qualitative approach
with a case study involving three EFL teachers in a junior high school in Bandung.
The data were collected through interviews, document analysis, and classroom
observations. The data were then analyzed by following the three phases of coding:
open, axial, and selective coding, to identify and organize the findings. The results
show that teachers' conceptions of vocabulary teaching, which include their beliefs
and knowledge, teaching and learning experiences, teaching time, and the school's
facilities, have some influences on their teaching practices. All teachers agreed on
the importance of vocabulary, but their perceptions of vocabulary teaching varied
based on their beliefs and knowledge. Teachers acknowledge to avoid teaching
vocabulary in isolation hence, they understand to incorporate context despite the
methods they prefer. However, teachers' positive perceptions of how vocabulary
should be delivered do not always align with their actual classroom teaching
practices, as other factors such as lack of effort often undermine this positive
attitude towards vocabulary teaching. Teachers’ lesson plans appear to align with
the principles of vocabulary teaching suggested by curriculum, but teachers did not
really actualize the activities in the classroom. Furthermore, teachers face a variety
of challenges when teaching vocabulary, particularly in deciding which vocabulary
to teach and how to teach effectively. Students’ factors also contribute to these
challenges, making it difficult for the teacher to introduce new words to them.
While this study provides some elaboration regarding vocabulary teaching, further
research is recommended to be conducted based on several findings in this study.

Keywords: challenges, teachers’ conceptions, teaching practices, vocabulary
teaching.
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