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ABSTRACT 

 

This study explores into the symbolism of horror in Stephen King and Joe 

Hill's novella, In the Tall Grass, discovering how the authors use ordinary objects 

to tap into common fears and anxieties. In the novella, fear, faith, and hope are made 

to construct symbolism. The different types of emotion are embodied in either the 

tall grass or the black rock. The tall grass symbolizes fear, which arises when the 

characters are facing danger or uncertainty. While the black rock symbolizes faith 

that can be deceptive and become false hope. The incorporation of symbols in the 

novella creates a complex narrative that explores the psychological and emotional 

states of the characters. The use of ordinary objects as symbols creates the 

atmosphere and the emotional impact in horror. The study concludes that in In the 

Tall Grass, symbolism is constructed from human basic instincts and ordinary 

objects, which are the tall grass and black rock. The symbolism of horror is designed 

to provoke a deep sensation of horror and dread. The characters' experiences serve 

as a metaphor for the challenges and terrors that humans face in life, making the 

novella a compelling exploration of the human condition. 
 

Key words: Horror fiction, symbolism, symbols, human basic instincts, fear, faith, 

hope, psychological horror, supernatural elements. 
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