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ABSTRACT

What women experience is often considered a private domain. Consequently,
women's voices are not given much attention and are taken for granted, even though
women's experiences need to be voiced to create a more just world for all. This
study explored how the anagnorisis plot twists in Kate Chopin’s “The Story of an
Hour” (1894) and Roald Dahl’s “Lamb to the Slaughter” (1953) create a room for
the female characters, Mrs. Mallard and Mary Maloney to express their voices.
Using a qualitative descriptive approach and textual analysis, the study examined
how anagnorisis plot twists serve as tools for women's voices to be heard. The study
used three steps: identifying key dialogues and monologues, categorizing these
elements, and interpreting them through Woolf's feminist perspective (1929) and
the concept of anagnorisis plot twist. It is found that the anagnorisis plot twists in
both stories construct a "room™ where the main characters' needs and feelings can
be expressed temporarily. The brief moments emphasize the women’s struggles
against their husbands’ restraints, which reflect the patriarchal society. The stories
imply that while women might claim their identities and voice their opinions, they
often feel trapped by the patriarchal standards that limit them. It highlights the
struggles women face in patriarchal environments when even brief moments of
empowerment are taken away by societal norms. The two short stories criticize the
patriarchal society and its ability to suppress women’s voices.

Keywords: anagnorisis, feminist, short stories, Virginia Woolf, women’s voices



TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE OF APPROVAL ..ottt sttt sttt ettt ane e nnesne e s neens iii
ABSTRACT ..ottt b ettt s bttt ettt et 1\
TABLE OF CONTENT S ... e e e e e v
INTRODUCGTION ..ottt sttt nennns 1
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY .....cciiiiiieiiieiisieiisieesiee st ssesessens 5

A RESEAICH UESION .. 5

b.  Procedures of data COINECTION ..........ccveiiiiiiiie e 5

C. Procedures of data analySiS..........cccoiiiiiieiiiiicii s 5
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION .....ccctiiiiieieieiet e a st ena e anas 6
CONCLUSION ..ottt sttt et a s e be s te st et steae e enseneeneans 13
REFERENCES ......cooioiieiiee sttt nn s e 14



REFERENCES

Abel, E. (1993). Virginia Woolf and the fictions of psychoanalysis. University of Chicago
Press.

Allen, M. (2017). The SAGE encyclopedia of communication research methods - SAGE
research methods. Sagepub.com. https://methods.sagepub.com/reference/the-
sage-encyclopedia-of-communication-research-methods

Aristotle. (2013). Poetics (A. Kenny, Trans.). Oxford University Press. (Original work
published 335 C.E.)

Black, S. A. (2006). Tragic Anagnorisis in “The Iceman Cometh.” The Eugene O Neill
Review, 28, 147-164. http://www.jstor.org/stable/29784808

Booth, W. C. (1961). The Rhetoric of fiction. University Of Chicago Press.

Chopin, K. (1894). The Story of an Hour. Vogue. (Original work published 1894)

Dahl, R. (1953). Lamb to the Slaughter . Gallimard Jeunesse, DI.

Edmondson, A. (2012). Narrativizing Characters in Mrs. Dalloway. Journal
of Modern Literature, 36(1), 17-36. https://doi.org/10.2979/jmodelite.36.1.17

Forster, E. M. (1927). Aspects of the novel. Hodder & Stoughton.

Heal, B. (2023). Qualitative research methods: Approaches to qualitative data analysis.
302-313. https://doi.org/10.1016/b978-0-12-818630-5.11029-2

Henry, O. (1905). The Gift of the Magi. Simon & Schuster.

Jackson, S. (1948). The Lottery. The New Yorker.

Karami, N., & Zohdi, E. (2015). NEGIN KARAMI, ESMAEIL ZOHDI KATE
CHOPIN’S “THE STORY OF AN HOUR”: A FEMINIST INTERPRETATION.
Research Journal of English Language and Literature, 3(3).
http://www.rjelal.com/3.3.15/430-435%20NEGIN%20KARAMI.pdf

Klarer, M. (1999). An introduction to literary studies. Routledge.

Lai, K. L. (2020, December 7). Radical feminist theory on Roald Dahl’s lamb to the
slaughter. Eprints.utar.edu.my. http://eprints.utar.edu.my/4152/

Marcus, L. (2000). Woolf’s Feminism and Feminism’s Woolf. In S. Sellers (Ed.), The
Cambridge Companion to Virginia Woolf (pp. 209-244). Cambridge University
Press.

Munteanu, Dana. “Types of Anagnorisis: Aristotle and Menander A Self-Defining
Comedy.” Wiener Studien, vol. 115, 2002, pp. 111-126,
http://www.jstor.org/stable/24751368.

Stern, J. H. (1991). Making shapely fiction. Norton.

Tanusy, J. (2018, August 1). Feminism in Roald Dahl’s “Lamb to the Slaughter”: A
Semiotic Analysis. Www.atlantis-Press.com; Atlantis Press.
https://doi.org/10.2991/prasasti-18.2018.30

Woolf, V. (1929). 4 Room Of One’s Own. Hogarth Press.

14



