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“Keep on going with your silly dream, life is prettier than it may seem” 

-Laufey- 

 

 

 

 

“We really don’t give ourselves enough credit. We work so hard to get to 

where we are, only to feel we are not there yet. This is a vicious cycle, that can 

make you chase the next moment instead of embracing how far we have 

come. Take credit for trying, take credit for your progress, the little things 

matter. We always think success means the final result, or suddenly leap from 

where you’re to where you want to be. The baby steps, the small 

accomplishment, and the day when you wanna give up can be difficult. But 

the fact that you try a little harder is what counts” 

-Justin Wong- 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Skripsi berjudul "Pemerintahan Raja Leopold II Di Congo Free State Pada Masa Kolonial 

Tahun 1885-1908" bertujuan untuk mengetahui bagaimana pemerintahan Raja Leopold II 

di Congo Free State pada masa kolonial, khususnya implementasi kebijakan yang 

berdampak buruk bagi penduduk asli Congo dalam bidang sosial dan ekonomi. Masalah 

utama yang dikaji adalah "Bagaimana implementasi kebijakan Raja Leopold II di Congo 

Free State pada aspek eksploitasi sumber daya alam, seperti perkebunan, pertambangan, 

dan satwa liar, serta eksploitasi sumber daya manusia melalui sistem Red Rubber dan 

praktik perbudakan modern tahun 1890-1908?". Penelitian ini dilakukan untuk 

menganalisis peristiwa dari berbagai aspek dan perspektif, seperti sosial, ekonomi dan 

politik dalam rangka mendapatkan pemahaman yang komprehensif. Penelitian ini 

menggunakan metode historis yang mencakup empat langkah: Heuristik, Kritik, 

Interpretasi, dan Historiografi. Data dikumpulkan melalui studi literatur yang relevan 

dengan topik tersebut. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa pemerintahan Raja Leopold II 

di Congo Free State adalah salah satu periode paling kontroversial dalam sejarah 

kolonialisme. Congo Free State dieksploitasi secara brutal untuk sumber daya alamnya, 

terutama karet dan gading. Penduduk lokal dipaksa bekerja tanpa bayaran di bawah 

ancaman kekerasan, termasuk mutilasi dan eksekusi, yang menyebabkan jutaan kematian. 

Kekejaman ini memicu kemarahan internasional, sehingga Raja Leopold II dipaksa 

menyerahkan kontrol wilayah tersebut kepada pemerintah Belgia pada tahun 1908. Periode 

ini meninggalkan dampak mendalam pada populasi, struktur sosial, dan infrastruktur, serta 

menjadi pengingat akan dampak negatif kolonialisme dan pelanggaran hak asasi manusia. 

 

Kata Kunci: Congo Free State, Raja Leopold II, Kolonialisme, Eksploitasi  
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ABSTRACT 

 

The thesis titled "The Administration of King Leopold II in the Congo Free State During 

the Colonial Period of 1885-1908" aims to understand how King Leopold II governed the 

Congo Free State during the colonial era, particularly the implementation of policies that 

had detrimental effects on the indigenous Congolese population in social and economic 

spheres. The main issue explored is: "How did King Leopold II's policies in the Congo Free 

State exploit natural resources such as plantations, mining, and wildlife, along with the 

exploitation of human resources through the Red Rubber system and modern slavery 

practices from 1890 to 1908?" This research analyzes events from various aspects and 

perspectives, including social, economic, and political angles, to gain a comprehensive 

understanding. It employs historical methods that include four stages: Heuristics, 

Criticism, Interpretation, and Historiography. Data were collected through a literature 

review relevant to the topic. The results show that King Leopold II's administration in the 

Congo Free State was one of the most controversial periods in colonial history. The Congo 

Free State was brutally exploited for its natural resources, particularly rubber and ivory. 

The local population was forced to work without pay under the threat of violence, including 

mutilation and execution, leading to millions of deaths. These atrocities sparked 

international outrage, eventually forcing King Leopold II to relinquish control of the 

territory to the Belgian government in 1908. This period left a deep impact on the 

population, social structure, and infrastructure, serving as a reminder of the negative 

effects of colonialism and human rights violations. 

 

Keywords: Congo Free State, King Leopold II, Colonialism, Exploitation 
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