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Abstract: As global multilingualism increases, language choice becomes more prevalent, 

particularly among overseas students. This study investigated the language choice of 30 

Minangnese Indonesian students studying overseas at a public university in Northern Malaysia 

as well as the factors affecting their language choice. In addition, this study also examined their 

attitudes towards their language choices. To analyze the data, this study adapted frameworks on 

language choice from Fishman (1972), Myers-Scotton (2006), and Nalliannan et al. (2019). 

Theories drawing upon sociolinguistic and psychological approaches from scholars such as 

Holmes (2013) and Kurata (2007) were also used to analyze the factors affecting language choice. 

As for students’ attitudes, Baker's (1992) 5-point Likert scale has been employed. Using a 

descriptive qualitative research design, the data were collected through questionnaires and in-

depth interviews. This study employed a purposive sampling technique. The results of this study 

showed different language preferances, with Malay being the most dominant language choice 

used, particularly in three public spaces; Indonesian was used in family and religion domains; 

English was used in education; and Minang was used among friends. Although attitudes toward 

English and Indonesian languages were strongly positive, attitudes toward Minang and Malay 

languages had mixed results. The results indicated that language choices were closely linked to 

social identity, roles, intimacy, and cultural adaptation. This study also highlighted the complex 

interplay between language choice, attitudes, identity, and socio-cultural factors among 

Minangnese students abroad, demonstrating how multilingual communities balance heritage and 

global languages while adapting to new environments. 

 

Keywords: Language Attitude; Language Choice; Minangnese Students; Multilingual 

Communities 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:nurulfaniaamri24@upi.edu


 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PAGE OF APPROVAL  ........................................................................................... i 

STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION .................................................................. ii 

ABSTRACT ............................................................................................................ iii 

INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................... 1 

LITERATURE REVIEW ........................................................................................ 3 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ............................................................................ 4 

3.1 Research Design  ................................................................................................. 4 

3.2 Sampling Procedures ........................................................................................... 5 

3.3 Data Collection Procedures  ................................................................................. 6 

3.4 Data Analysis  ...................................................................................................... 6 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION .............................................................................. 7 

4.1 Language Choice  ................................................................................................ 7 

4.2 Factors of Language Choice  ............................................................................... 14 

4.3 Language Attitude  .............................................................................................. 16 

CONCLUSION ....................................................................................................... 19 

REFERENCES  ...................................................................................................... 20



References 

Ansah, M.A. (2016). Language choice in multilingual communities: The case of Larteh, 

Ghana. Legon Journal of the Humanities, 25, 37-57. https://doi.org/10.4314/ljh.v25i1.3 

Arifin, Z., & Gani, M. H. (2007). Relasi dua kepentingan (Budaya politik masyarakat 

Minangkabau). Harmonia: Journal of Arts Research and Education, 8(3). 

Ariyani, N. I. (2013). Strategi adaptasi orang Minang terhadap bahasa, makanan, dan norma 

masyarakat Jawa. Komunitas, 5(1). https://doi.org/10.15294/komunitas.v5i1.2369 

Auliana, E., Sudjarwo, S., & Pujiati, P. (2023). Migration patterns relations of the Minangkabau 

Tribe from Nagari Talang Tangah, Tanah Datar Regency in Metro City, Lampung 

Province, Indonesia. International Journal of Multicultural and Multireligious 

Understanding, 10(3), 358-365. http://dx.doi.org/10.18415/ijmmu.v10i3.4666  

Baker, C. (1992). Attitudes and language. Clevedon: Multilingual Matter. 

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: Planning, conducting and evaluating quantitative 

and qualitative research (4th ed.). Pearson. 

Creswell, J. W., & Creswell, J. D. (2017). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed 

methods approaches. Sage publications. 

Crystal, D. (2008). A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics (6th ed.). Oxford: Blackwell 

Publishing. http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/9781444302776  

Deliana, D., Ganie, R., & Raswiy, N. (2017). Language attitude and choice by Minangkabau 

community: A Sociolinguistic study in Medan. Bahasa Dan Seni: Jurnal Bahasa, Sastra, 

Seni Dan Pengajarannya, 45(1) , 76–85. dx.doi.org/10.17977/um015v45i12017p076 

Dewi, U. P., & Setiadi, C. J. (2018). Language attitude and language choice in bilingual academic 

learning environment. Lingua Cultura, 12(4), 369-373. 

https://doi.org/10.21512/lc.v12i4.4288 

Dweik, B. S. I., & Qawar, H. A. (2015). Language choice and language attitudes in a multilingual 

Arab Canadian community: Quebec–Canada: A sociolinguistic study. British Journal of 

English Linguistics, 3(1), 1-12. https://doi.org/10.37745/bjel.2013  

Environment for Transnational Education Partnerships and UK Qualifications: Challenges and 

Opportunities. (2022). www.britishcouncil.org. 

Fauzi, R. H., & Hakim, L. (2022). Tertiary esl students’perceptions on the acquired and used 

languages (a case study at university level). Globish: An English-Indonesian Journal for 

English, Education, and Culture, 11(2), 139-151. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.31000/globish.v11i2.6575 

Fishman, J. A. (1972). The sociology of language: An interdisciplinary social science approach 

to language in aociety. Newbury: Rowley. 

Fitriati, A., & Wardani, M. M. S. (2020). Language attitudes and language choice among students 

in Yogyakarta: A case study at Universitas Sanata Dharma. International Journal of 

Humanity Studies (IJHS), 3(2), 239-250. https://doi.org/10.24071/ijhs.v3i2.2226 

Handoko, & Putri, D. A. W. (2017). Language attitude and sense of brotherhood during bargening 

reflected in Minang in rantau. Language and Social Change,Proceeding 3rd International 

Seminar on Linguistics(ISOL-3) Universitas Andalas, 148-156. 

Holmes, J. (2013). An Introduction to Sociolinguistic (4th ed.). United Kingdom: Longman 

Homayounfar, F. N., & Sharififar, M. (2023). Domain analysis and language use: An 

investigation of Kermani Zoroastrian Community Language.  Iranian Journal of Applied 

Language Studies, 15(1), 37-50. 10.22111/IJALS.2023.42699.2286 

Johnson, R. B., & Christensen, L. B. (2014). Educational research: Quantitative, qualitative, and 

mixed approaches (5th ed.). Sage publications. 

Kalybek, A., Ortykova, D., & Shayakhmetova, M. (2023). Language choice and language attitude 

in a multilingual Kazakhstani university: A sociolinguistic study. Digital Repository of 

KAZGUU University. http://repository.kazguu.kz/handle/123456789/1839 

Kansikas, M. (2002). As many men, so many minds: a study on attitudes towards foreign 

languages in Finland. JYX Digital Repository. http://urn.fi/URN:NBN:fi:jyu-2002893230  

https://doi.org/10.4314/ljh.v25i1.3
https://doi.org/10.15294/komunitas.v5i1.2369
http://dx.doi.org/10.18415/ijmmu.v10i3.4666
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/9781444302776
https://journal2.um.ac.id/index.php/jbs/article/view/682/424
https://doi.org/10.21512/lc.v12i4.4288
https://doi.org/10.37745/bjel.2013
http://www.britishcouncil.org/
http://dx.doi.org/10.31000/globish.v11i2.6575
https://doi.org/10.24071/ijhs.v3i2.2226
https://doi.org/10.22111/ijals.2023.42699.2286
http://repository.kazguu.kz/handle/123456789/1839
http://urn.fi/URN:NBN:fi:jyu-2002893230


Karahan, F. (2007). Language attitudes of Turkish students towards the English language and its 

use in Turkish context. Çankaya University Journal of arts and sciences, 1(7), 73-87. 

http://urn.fi/URN:NBN:fi:jyu-2002893230  

Keraf, G. (1997). Komposisi: Sebuah Pengantar Kemahiran Bahasa. Jakarta: Nusa indah. 

Kingsley, L. (2013). Language choice in multilingual encounters in transnational 

workplaces. Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural Development, 34(6), 533–548. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/01434632.2013.807271  

Kurata, N. (2007). Social and contextual factors influencing L1/L2 use in learners' social network 

contexts. Learning discourses and the discourses of learning, 15-11. 

https://doi.org/10.2104/aral0705 

Lestari, C. I. (2020). Language choice used by children in Acehnese family. Ellite: Journal Of 

Education, Linguistics,Literature And Language Teaching, 3(02).  

Liddicoat, A. J., & Scarino, A. (2009). Intercultural language teaching and learning. Australia: 

Curriculum Corporation. 

Maqfirah, P. A.-V., & Mokodenseho, S. (2023). The influence of bilingualism and language 

attitudes on language choice in multilingual communities in a West Javan university. The 

Eastasouth Journal of Social Science and Humanities, 1(01), 19–27. 

https://doi.org/10.58812/esssh.v1i01.144  

Mei, T. L., Abdullah, A. N., Heng, C. S., & Kasim, Z. B. M. (2016). Language choice and use of 

Malaysian public university lecturers in the education domain. Advances in Language and 

Literary Studies, 7(1), 21-32. 

https://journals.aiac.org.au/index.php/alls/article/view/1953 

Miles, M. B. & Huberman, A. M. (1994). Qualitative data analysis: An expanded sourcebook 

(2nd ed.). CA: Sage. 

Milroy, J. (2007). The ideology of standard language. In C. Llamas, L. Mullany, & P. Stockwell, 

The Routledge Companion to Sociolinguistics (p. 133-139). Oxon: Routledge. 

Mohd Amin, N., & Azam Abdul Rahman, N. (2018). The Attitude of Non-Malays towards Malay 

and English Language and their Perception on Language of Choice (Malay or English) 

for Multi-racial Communication in Malaysia: A Study on Non-Malay Tertiary Students 

(UNITEN). International Journal of Engineering & Technology, 7(4.38), 996-

1000. https://doi.org/10.14419/ijet.v7i4.38.27625 

Muniandi, Kunaseelan. (1996). Hubungan Malaysia-Indonesia, 1957-1970. Kuala Lumpur: 

Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka. 

Myers-Scotton, C. (2006). Multiple voices: An introduction to multilingualism. 

Australia:Blackwell Publishing. 

Na’im, A., & Syaputra, H. (2011). Kewarganegaraan, suku bangsa, agama dan bahasa sehari-

hari penduduk Indonesia hasil sensus penduduk 2010. Jakarta: Badan Pusat Statistik 

Nalliannan, P., Perumal, T., & Pillai, S. (2021). Language use among Malaysian Tamil youth. 

Sustainable Multilingualism, 19(1), 69-93.  https://doi.org/10.2478/sm-2021-0014 

Nursanti, E., Andriyanti, E., Kurnianta, P., & Sudartinah, T. (2020). Patterns of language use 

among multilingual university students majoring in English. LITERA, 19(2), 247 -260. 

https://doi.org/10.21831/ltr.v19i2.27135 

Pillai, S., Khan, M. H., Ibrahim, I. S., & Raphael, S. (2012). Enhancing employability through 

industrial training in the Malaysian context. Higher Education, 63, 187-204. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-011-9430-2 

Platt, J.T. (1977). A model for polyglossia and multilingualism (with special reference to 

Singapore and Malaysia). Language in Society, 6, 361 - 378. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0047404500005066 

Rahimi, M., Riazi, A., &Saif, S. (2008). An investigation into the factors affecting the use of 

language learning strategies by Persian Efl Learners. Canadian Journal of Applied 

Linguistics/Revue canadienne de linguistiqueappliquée, 11(2), 31-60. 

http://urn.fi/URN:NBN:fi:jyu-2002893230
https://doi.org/10.1080/01434632.2013.807271
https://doi.org/10.2104/aral0705
https://doi.org/10.58812/esssh.v1i01.144
https://journals.aiac.org.au/index.php/alls/article/view/1953
https://doi.org/10.14419/ijet.v7i4.38.27625
https://doi.org/10.2478/sm-2021-0014
https://doi.org/10.21831/ltr.v19i2.27135
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-011-9430-2
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0047404500005066


Seli, S. (2020). Language choice and attitude in Sumatran-Javanese intermarriage families in 

relation to language maintenance in Lubuklinggau. Journal of English Education, 

Literature and Linguistics, 3(1), https://doi.org/10.31540/jeell.v3i1.897 

Septiara, F. A. (2018). Students’language Attitude Toward Learning English (Doctoral 

dissertation, UNIVERSITAS MUHAMMADIYAH PURWOKERTO). 

Setiawan, S. (2013). Children's language in a bilingual community in East Java. Scholars' Press. 

Shi, Y., & Cui, X. (2020). A survey study of factors on multilingual attitude of college students 

in minority areas. Journal of Language Teaching and Research, 11(4), 635-644. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.17507/jltr.1104.15 

Soleimani, H., & Hanafi, S. (2013). Iranian medical students’ attitudes towards English language 

learning. International Research Journal of Applied and Basic Sciences, 4(12), 3816-

3823. 10.29252/jcbr.2.2.35  

Sunarti, L. (2013). Menelusuri akar konflik warisan budaya antara Indonesia dengan 

Malaysia. SOSIOHUMANIKA: Jurnal Pendidikan Sains Sosial dan Kemanusiaan, 6(1). 

Thamrin, T. (2018). The language attitudes of Minangkabau people towards Minangkabau and 

Indonesian language. International Journal of Language Teaching and Education, 2(2), 

157-175. https://doi.org/10.22437/ijolte.v2i2.5065 

Utami, R. (2017). Language choice used by Javanese students of English language education 

department in daily conversation. Walisongo Repository. 

https://eprints.walisongo.ac.id/id/eprint/8425 

Yeh, H. N., Chan, H. C., & Cheng, Y. S. (2004). Language use in Taiwan: Language proficiency 

and domain analysis. Journal of Taiwan Normal University: Humanities & Social 

Sciences 49(1), 75-107. https://doi.org/10.6210/JNTNULL 

Zainuddin, S. Z. B., Pillai, S., Dumanig, F. P., & Phillip, A. (2019). English language and 

graduate employability. Education+ Training, 61(1), 79-93.  https://doi.org/10.1108/ET-

06-2017-0089 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.31540/jeell.v3i1.897
http://dx.doi.org/10.17507/jltr.1104.15
http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/jcbr.2.2.35
https://doi.org/10.22437/ijolte.v2i2.5065
https://eprints.walisongo.ac.id/id/eprint/8425
https://doi.org/10.6210/JNTNULL
https://doi.org/10.1108/ET-06-2017-0089
https://doi.org/10.1108/ET-06-2017-0089

	ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE STUDY PROGRAM FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE EDUCATION UNIVERSITAS PENDIDIKAN INDONESIA
	PAGE OF APPROVAL
	NIP. 197809222010122001
	NIP. 198111232005011002

