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ABSTRACT 

 

Research has suggested that Dialogic Teaching improves students’ speaking skills. 

However, little attention has been paid to the use of Dialogic Teaching for 

improving tertiary students’ speaking skills in which the topics are negotiated by 

the lecturer and students. Thus, this study investigates the implementation of 

Dialogic Teaching to enhance speaking skills of students at a university in 

Sumedang, West Java. This study also looks into students’ perceptions of Dialogic 

Teaching implementation. Employing mixed methods research design, this study 

involved 22 students as the subject of within-group quasi-experimental study to 

garner the quantitative data and an FGD for qualitative data. The Dialogic Teaching 

strategy proposed by Alexander (2018) was used to make way for the lecturer 

negotiating topics with the students, students obtaining opportunity to dissect the 

given topics, and the lecturer engaging in the students’ discussion. This classroom 

activity satisfied the five principles of Dialogic Teaching, including collective, 

reciprocal, supportive, cumulative and purposeful. Additionally, an FGD involving 

six participants from three performance ranks, i.e. low, medium and high, was used 

to elicit students’ perceptions of the Dialogic Teaching implementation. Findings 

from the quantitative data show that the students’ speaking skills, which include 

fluency, vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation, have improved. The principles of 

Dialogic Teaching improved speaking skills. Findings from the qualitative data 

revealed some trends, including: (1) there are two most helpful principles of 

Dialogic Teaching, including supportive and purposeful. (2) students being more 

motivated when under pressure; (3) students earning confidence boost; (4) students 

acquiring creativities in presenting ideas; (5) students engaging in a dialogic 

discussion; (6) students wanting a balanced classroom activity; and (7) students 

aspiring to have outdoor learning activities. Some recommendations for teachers 

and future researchers are also further discussed in this paper.    

 

Keywords: dialogic teaching; speaking skills; English language teaching; tertiary 

students; mixed-methods study  
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