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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This introductory chapter presents the general outline of the study as it is 

divided into several parts namely background of the study, research questions, 

aims and significance, clarification of key terms as well as the paper organization. 

1.1   Background of the Study 

 Foreign language teaching and learning environments are potentially 

multilingual (Brown, 2001), therefore, even though it is found that teacher may 

have prepared the lesson and specifically what language to be used in classroom 

even since the lesson plan making, but then, the realization in the classroom may 

be truly different. In addition to the target language or TL, usually, there is also 

another language which is presented in the language classroom and mostly, the 

language itself is in a form of the native language of the learners and the teacher 

which is also known as L1 (Freeman, 2005: Sellinker, 1999).  

That particular condition also seems to be in line with Verschueren who 

states that “using language consists of continuously making of choices.” (1999: 

55). Thus, according to Zou (2010) “whenever a language user enters the 

dynamic process of verbal communication, he or she is under an obligation to 

make choices”. The choice that the participant made itself, to some extends, could 

be in a form of what language to use; which is also known as language choice. 

Verschueren (1999) also further clarifies that the term language choice could also 

refer as general choice of code for a particular form of communication.   

Canagarajah (2007) supports Verschueren’s point of view regarding to the 

area of language choice by adding that the language choice of the speaker may be 

affected by the context of situation that she/he is encountered with. Here, the 

teachers’ preference or choice of the language usage in the classroom interaction, 
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for example, may finally be affected not only by the other participants that are 

involved in the conversation but also by the pedagogical purposes that they have 

set for the students. Therefore, Canagarajah (2007) further states that the context 

of situation may greatly contribute to give certain characteristics, in this case 

institutional character especially in terms of the variation of using two languages 

or more. 

The institutional character of the teacher’s language choice may vary, to 

some extends, it can be in a term of language pattern. Canagarajah (1995) states 

that we may be able to get a clear cut between the actual function or the division 

labor of each of the language through deep analysis of the classroom interaction 

itself.  However, it is important to be highlighted that the spoken interactions even 

in the classroom may be anything but predictable and unproblematic even though 

it is also found that there will be a particular pattern following it (Macaro, 2001).  

That particular condition is also supported by Burns et. al. (1996) who 

state that “spoken interactions between people are not always as static as it is 

expected”. It naturally may due to the fact that in spoken mode, for example, the 

participants are actually being engaged in a dynamic and unfolding use of 

language(s). Therefore, depending on the factors that are influencing the teaching 

practice, the division labor between TL and L1 may goes beyond what had been 

predicted before; as it is only viewed to have functions in giving instruction or 

managing classroom situation (Prahbu, 2000). 

There are some approaches that are often used by the researchers in 

studying the pattern of the language choice performed by the teacher in the 

classroom interaction. Some of the research studies, for example, tend to be 

focused on examining the language choice in the area of sociolinguistic. While on 

the other hand, it seems that only a few of them which are focused on examining 

the language choice in the area of discourse level. Classroom discourse analysis 

(CLDA), interestingly, can also be employed as one of the approaches to this field 

as the outcomes of the study itself can be very promising (Suherdi, 2009). As 

clarified by Chaudron, (1988 as cited in Suherdi, 2009), there are some 
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advantages in using classroom discourse analysis for analysing language in the 

classroom, one of the advantages themselves is that it is able to gain more 

comprehensive view in describing classroom interaction. He also adds that this 

framework analysis could also give more empirical evidence to the study 

(Suherdi, 2008).  

Thus, with this in mind, CLDA can be used to determine the extent to 

which the use of two languages in the same conversation follows a predictable 

pattern, or only as a random behaviour. In this case, CLDA is also attempted in 

finding out the function of the teacher’s L1 use as the result of the teacher’s 

language choice which could be achieved by examining the exchange systems and 

also types of moves found in the classroom interactions.  

Some studies had been conducted to explore the division labor between L1 

and TL in the classroom interaction; however, they mainly concentrate only on 

depicting the views of either the teacher or the students without observing the 

actual classroom interaction (Temmerman, 2009). In contrast, some other studies 

are only focused to examine the pattern of one of the languages use such as L1, 

while the pattern of the occurrence of the TL seems to be abandoned (Shimura, 

2007). The research has not been conducted in depth on how the possibility of the 

teacher’s use of both the teacher’s and the students’ native or first language (L1) 

could determine the division labor of both of the languages in a lesson as a whole. 

Several other research studies have also been developed to compare the 

actual function of L1 and TL (Target Language), however, the research studies 

themselves were mainly conducted in classroom where English, particularly, is 

viewed as Second Language use (ESL) (Ford, 2009; Hiller, 2008; Luk& Wong, 

2010; Temmerman, 2009), while only few of them who concern in investigating 

the L1 use in the classroom practice in EFL context.  

Thus, the issue regarding to the teachers’ language choices was selected as 

it is has not being found to be taken place in EFL classroom in Indonesia as the 

setting of the research in depth. This study is expected to be able to depict the 

pattern of the language choice, particularly, the division labor of each of the 
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language use. In addition, as the L1 use is considered as the marked language use 

or the language that would not be normally expected in a certain context 

(Fishman, 1965), thus, it seems essential to also examine the discourse function of 

L1 in teaching TL. 

1.2  Research Questions  

The research questions assist the researcher to focus on investigating the 

questions which then need to be answered; moreover, the research questions that 

have been formulated also become one of the essential elements of the research 

process itself (Fraenkel et al., 2012). Therefore, the research questions that are 

posed here are as follows:  

1. What kind of division labor is there between L1 and TL in the foreign 

language classroom? 

2. Does the teacher have preference for using both L1 and TL in teaching 

English? 

3. What discourse functions does the teacher’s use of L1 serve in the 

classroom? 

 

1.3      Purpose of the Study    

Regarding to the research questions above, there is one main purpose of 

the study that is to explore the language choice of the teacher in teaching English 

as a foreign language. This purpose is then broken down into three more specific 

purposes as follows:  

1. To find out the division labor between L1 and TL in the foreign language 

classroom. 

2. To find out the teacher’s preference of using both L1 and TL in teaching 

English. 

3. To find out the discourse functions of the teacher’s use of L1 in the 

classroom. 

 

1.4 Scope of the Study 
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This study is limited to study the pattern of the language choice and L1 

function(s) which were performed by the teacher participant in English as Foreign 

Language (EFL) classroom interaction. In addition, the research also is also 

limited to find out the perspective of the teacher participant regarding to the use of 

the target and first language in the classroom interaction especially in terms of her 

purpose and belief of implementing it. 

 

1.5  Significance of the Study  

The research is aimed to explore the area of language teaching specifically 

in terms of the language choice performed by the teacher in teaching English as 

Foreign Language (EFL) which can be improved or developed to enhance the 

quality of practice. Therefore, it is hoped that the outcome of the study itself could 

contribute to a better understanding of actual classroom language usage. 

In addition, through an analysis of situation in which the L1 and TL are 

used in classroom interaction, it is also hoped, that the result could give a new 

insight for English teachers regarding the awareness of actual language use in 

terms of their purpose and belief of implementing it. Finally, it is also expected 

that the result could give valuable contributions in raising teachers’ consciousness 

to match the classroom language usage to pedagogical goals that they have set for 

their students. 

1.6  Research Methodology  

This section will highlight and discuss the most appropriate research 

design, sample selection, data collection and data analysis.  

1.6.1  Research Design  

According to Fraenkel et al. (2012) the research design which is selected 

for the research studies should be the one which is most suited to the research 

topic, as the method design itself is aimed to gain the answer of the proposed 

research questions. Therefore, here, the descriptive qualitative research method 

was chosen in order to fulfill the purpose of the research questions. The 
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descriptive qualitative design was expected to be able to explore the division labor 

of the teachers’ language choice in teaching English in EFL classroom. In this 

case, it is also supported by Holloway and Wheeler (as cited in Fraenkel et al., 

2012) that basically the qualitative study allows in exploring; behaviors, 

perspectives, feelings, and experiences in depth.  

1.6.2 Site and Participant of the Study 

The study was conducted in one of the junior high schools in Majalengka. 

The participant in this research was an English teacher who has been teaching 

English for eighteen years in grade seven. The quantity of the students in the 

classroom which was observed basically reaches up to 35 students.  

1.6.3   Data Collection  

 This study employed two instruments which those are classroom 

observation and interview. These instruments were used to get ageneral 

description about the teacher’s language choice in EFL classroom. Each of the 

instruments will be explained as follow: 

1.6.3.1 Classroom Observation 

 The classroom observation which was equipped by camera recorder was 

used to get general description about the teacher’s language choice in EFL 

classroom especially in terms of the frequency and function of both the target 

(TL) and the first language (L1) use in different part of the lesson.  

1.6.3.2 Interview  

  The interview section was aimed to validate the data which was gained 

from classroom observation (Fraenkel et. al., 2012). In addition, at this point the 

teacher was asked to reflect her preferences on language(s) that was chosen to be 

used in the classroom (L1 and TL). At this stage, the queries arising from 

classroom observations was also clarified and considered. 

1.6.4  Data Analysis  
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In the process of data analysis, the data which were taken from observation 

consisted of the transcription of the language use of the teacher in whole lessons. 

The transcription has been categorized and synthesized by using Classroom 

Discourse Analysis (CLDA) in order to find out the pattern of the teacher’s 

language choice and the function of the L1 use in the classroom interaction itself 

(Suherdi, 2008).  In addition, the data which was gained from interview was an 

interview transcription. The transcription has been explored and coded to get the 

teacher’s inner thought towards the language use in the classroom interaction.  

 

1.7  Clarification of the Key Terms  

The title of the research is “Classroom Interaction: An Analysis of 

Teachers’ Language Choices of L1 and TL in EFL Classroom”. In order to avoid 

the ambiguity and misinterpretation of the key terms in the title above, the 

clarification and specification of the key terms will be depicted as follow:  

1.7.1    Classroom Interaction 

 In this study, classroom interaction refers as a form of institutional 

interaction. In the classroom discourse, the nature of the interaction itself will be 

likely affected by the need of fulfilling the institutional goal. Therefore, some of 

the experts determine the classroom interaction as a form of institutional 

interaction, an institutional form of discourse (Merritt et al., 1992) 

1.7.2   Teachers’ Language Choice  

Teacher’s Language Choice is described as general choice of language 

code for the classroom activity (Verschueren, 1999). This study is expected to be 

able to depict the pattern of the teacher’s language choice particularly to the 

division labor of each of the language use. Furthermore, as the L1 use is 

considered as the marked language use or the language that would not be normally 

expected in a certain context (Fishman, 1965) thus the discourse function of L1 in 

teaching TL will also be higlighted.  
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1.7.3   L1 and TL 

Here, L1 and TL refer to the language preference that is used by the 

teacher in different parts of classroom interaction. The L1 stands for the learner’s 

first language which is used by the teacher during the English lesson, while the 

TL (Target Language) refers to the language that is learned by the students during 

the lesson (Freeman, 2005: Selinker, 1999) but also used by the teacher in 

teaching English. 

1.7.4   EFL Classroom  

EFL (English as Foreign Language) Classroom refers to English language 

classroom in junior high school. In this study, the classroom which was observed 

was grade seven. EFL classroom could also be interpreted as the area of English 

language teaching and learning where, here, English is viewed as the language 

that is not widely used by the learners in immediate context (Savile, 2006). It also 

means that learner may not get a high exposure of English in and out of the 

classroom context since “..the language itself is not official or societally dominant 

language needed.” (Saville, 2006). 

 

1.8  Paper Organizations 

This paper is presented into five chapters as follow: 

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

This introductory chapter presents the general issue of the study 

which is divided into background of the study, research questions, 

aims and significance, clarification of terms as well as the paper 

organization.  

CHAPTER 2: THEORETICAL FOUNDATION 

Chapter two presents the foundation of relevant theories as a basis 

for discussing the research problems. 

CHAPTER 3: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
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Chapter three provides the explanation of the procedures in 

collecting and analyzing the data gained from both observation and 

interview.  

CHAPTER 4: FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

Chapter four present the finding of this study along with the 

discussion through relevant theories. 

CHAPTER 5: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

Chapter five covers the conclusion and suggestion which are 

relevant to this study. 

 


