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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS 

 

This chapter provides the conclusions of the study based on the 

findings and discussion in the previous chapter. This chapter also presents the 

suggestion for further study on representation. 

 

5.1 Conclusions 

The role of the national mass media is tremendously high in shaping 

public opinion. It is further stated by Coleman & Karen (2010). They said 

that the shaping of public opinion can not be separated from political, 

economic, and cultural constraint. Furthermore, nowadays the most potential 

media that can be used for spreading recent news is online media, since it is 

more accessible by people. Online sources were also used in this study as 

sources of data in the analysis of representation. 

This study utilized Halliday’s (1985) transitivity system and 

sociosemantic network of Van Leeuwen (2008) to reveal the representation 

of social actors and unpack the meaning behind the representation occurred in 

the articles by analyzing ten articles about first 100 days of office of Jokowi-

Basuki as governor and vice governor in Jakarta. In this analysis I 

investigated how the social actors are represented in the text. The inclusion 

and exclusion strategy was considered appropriate to be used in this analysis 

because these strategies provide categorization of social actor to facilitate the 

analysis of representation and to find the ideological effect from the 

categorization (Machin & Mayr, 2012). Meanwhile, transitivity system was 

used as a tool to determine the function of the social actors, whether it is 

placed as agent, patient, or beneficiary. In this analysis, the social actors were 

expected to be recognized which one is highlighted and which one is omitted. 



69 
 

Fira Nursya’bani, 2014 
The Representation of Social Actors in First 100 Days of Office of Jokowi-Basuki 
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu | perpustakaan.upi.edu 

It certainly affected the readers’ point of view, so that the ideological opinion 

could be identified through the representations that had been found. 

Through the analysis, I had sought to answer the following research 

questions: how are the social actors represented in the articles? And what 

ideologies underlying the representation? Through the investigation of 

inclusion and exclusion, I discovered that every social actor was represented 

differently. Joko Widodo, as governor of Jakarta, was represented more as a 

specific individual in comparison with other social actors. Comparison 

between Jokowi and other social actors cannot be avoided since Jokowi was 

appeared the most in the text. Moreover, the vice governor of Jakarta, Basuki 

Tjahja Purnama, was considered only to be a complement of the actions 

undertaken by Jokowi, because Basuki was mostly represented through 

association, where he formed a group with Jokowi as a couple of governor 

and vice governor. 

Furthermore, different representations were seen between Jakarta and 

Jokowi. Active role is given more to Jokowi, while passive role is given to 

Jakarta. Besides considered to be a passive participant, Jakarta was also 

regarded only as a disaster-affected place. It seems like Jakarta did not have 

its own action and solution in dealing with the disaster that attacked right at 

the first 100 days of Jokowi-Basuki’s governorship. Thus, the fate of Jakarta 

relies entirely to Jokowi as governor. Meanwhile, representation of the 

citizens of Jakarta was inseparable from the figure of Jokowi. The citizens 

were more actively represented as sayer in verbal process in which Jokowi 

was treated as verbiage. They were mentioned in the text not only as a 

specific individual, but also as general. The involvement of the citizens in 

news about Jokowi and Basuki shows that people in Jakarta also possess 

active and important roles in Jokowi-Basuki’s first 100 days of office. 

Jakarta Provincial Government was represented as active participant. 

However, the role of the government was not vastly visible because it was 

not much stated in the text. Despite being in the same party as Jokowi, as 
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active participants who perform actions in handling the disaster that attacked 

Jakarta, Jakarta provincial government was represented differently with 

Jokowi. Jokowi were more represented through individualization with short-

term actions in material process. While, Jakarta Provincial Government’s 

roles in their short-term actions were always suppressed. The last social 

actors, social actors who accompany Jokowi actions, were represented 

through association and work relations. It was not much stated in the text but 

it still could assume that Jokowi had cooperation with several parties to fix 

Jakarta.  

The ideologies that can be inferred from the representation are 

democracy and Jokowi as the “city rescuer.” The media were about to show 

that the democracy happened in Jakarta under the Jokowi’s governorship. 

The media also wanted to emphasize the roles of Jokowi who were 

dominating the actions as a person who can rescue Jakarta from various 

problems.  

The conclusion above denotes that the representation produces 

meaning through the use of language in text. Representation is considered as 

a crucial element of CDA studies in which it is always influenced by the 

notion of power, ideology, and critique (Wodak & Meyer, 2009). Thus, this 

analysis proved that the strategy of inclusion and exclusion is appropriate to 

be used in investigating the representation of social actors. Through this 

analysis, CDA can assist the way ideological opinion is constructed in the 

text (Post, 2009). 
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5.2 Suggestions 

Due to the defectiveness of this present study, I would like to suggest 

that future studies could explore theory of representation proposed by van 

Leeuwen (2008). In addition to social actors, van Leeuwen also provides 

other social practices such as social action, time, and space. By exploring the 

theory, future research on the representation could be more developed. 

Another possibility however the discourse could not always be taken from 

news reports. Studies of representation in movie scripts may provide a good 

topic to investigate. 


