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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter consists of background, statement of problem, aim of the 

study, research method, clarification of terms, and organization of paper. 

 

1.1. Background 

There are many ways to define what literature exactly is, but ideas about 

the definition have changed through time and history. Varieties of definitions 

come up from one culture to culture, from critic to critic, and from one reader to 

one another. One defined literature as the imaginative shaping of life and thought 

into the forms and structures of language (Huck et.al, 2004). 

The study of children’s literature may emphasize on the matter of subject, 

rather than what the books are about. It can be about birds and animals, fairies, 

trucks or planes, children’s experiences of neighbourhood, machinery, history, 

geography, holidays, technology, and mostly about exploration (Smith, 1967).  

The assumption that commonly emerge in understanding the children’s literature 

is not describing it in a full elaboration of it, rather in terms of the traditional types 

of the children’s literature itself, such as folktales, myths, fables, modern 

imitations of folktales, Mother Goose verses, reading primers, poetry, folk song, 

modern fantasies, humor, “stories of real life”, regional literature, historical 
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fictions, natural-history and science books, animal stories, adventure stories, sport 

fiction, domestic fiction, and adolescent books (Smith, 1967). 

It might be said that a child’s book is the book that is intended for children 

and adult’s book is the book that is intended for adult, and that’s what supposed to 

be. Before the nineteenth century there were only several books which were 

written for children and children read the book written for adult readers, they took 

everything they could understand from them. Today, children continue reading 

adult books and they relate to adult themes such as World War and genocide. But 

the theme is conveyed by softer and easier language to children reader in the story 

because it would be complicated to them if they adopt theme and the use of 

language for adult reader which is obviously more complex (Huck et.al, 2004). 

Historical fiction is one of several genres in the field of children’s 

literature. The genre of historical fiction in the field of children’s literature 

includes stories that are written to portray a time period or convey information 

about a specific time period or an historical event. Usually the event or time 

period is about 30 years in the past. Nowadays, historical fiction is not quite 

popular if it was compared to generations ago. Children commonly prefer to 

fantasy or realistic fiction, the stories which contain modern-day characters and 

settings. But, historical fictions are more available today if it is compared to 1980s 

(Huck et.al, 2004).  

 
According to Huck (2004), in historical fiction, the setting is the most 

important literary elements. Because the author writes about a particular time in 
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history, the information about the time period must be accurate, authentic, or both. 

To create accurate and authentic settings in their books, authors must research the 

time period thoroughly. The author writes a fictional story based on the actual 

events and people of the past is the most obvious type of historical fiction. For 

instance, in Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes, Johnny Tremain’s personal story 

and his developed character from embittered boy to a brave and idealistic man are 

cannot be separated from the connection with the political history and way of life 

of his place and time. In other stories of the past, fictional lives are lived with little 

to recorded historical event or even real persons (Huck et.al, 2004). However, 

pertain to the social history the writer has to know the background of how the 

characters live and what they eat, wear, study, or play, and what conflicts they 

must resolve. Significant event in contemporary story may be durable until it 

gains its historical significance (“Historical Fiction” 2004). 

Much of the history of the twentieth century is about the story of at war 

and many books for young people chronicle its horrors of war imagery. Within 

those stories, the enemy for the children reader is located in the war theme itself. 

Most of the stories depict people’s inhumanity to each other or between the 

oppressor and the oppressed one, and they also show many individual acts of 

humanity and extreme courage (Huck et.al, 2004). 

 A novel entitled The Boy In The Striped Pyjamas written by John Boyne 

is a historical fiction. The novel has been chosen as the object of the study 

because it tells about the same age and birthday boys’ friendship that lived in 

World War II and disastrous consequences of a friendship across a divide - 
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separated by camp’s fence and cramped by their labels, Nazi and Jewish -. The 

writer is interested in story because it tells about genocide in World War II. 

Where the Jews from Poland are brought to Germany and they have to live in 

camps in the middle of nowhere –as it is told in the story- together wearing the 

same striped caps and pyjamas. Their existence are devastated as they’re 

considered as not human but obviously its depiction is depicted by softer language 

because the novel is intended for children’s readers. 

 

1.2.  Statement of Problem 

This research focuses on the telling of the events of the Holocaust in John 

Boyne’s The Boy In The Striped Pyjamas.  

Following with the statement above, the problem will be formulated in 

Question: 

 In what way(s) does the story tell the events of the Holocaust for 

children readers? 

  

1.3. Aims of Study 

Based on the problem of the research, the writer attempts to identify the 

telling of the events of the Holocaust in the novel The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 

written by John Boyne. 

Following with the research questions above, this research intends to: 
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 Identify in what ways the story tells the events of the Holocaust in 

World War II for children readers. 

 

1.4. Research Method 

Research method explains the data collection and data analysis. 

 

1.4.1 Research Design 

This research employs qualitative method in the form of descriptive 

analysis of the textual evidences. According to Sutopo (2006), qualitative method 

is a method that uses data in words, sentences or pictures that have more 

meanings and comprehensions rather than number or frequency. The textual 

evidences and context are presented in written form to describe the situation 

which is told in the story. 

 

1.4.2 Data collection 

Data were collected from a novel by John Boyne entitled The Boy in the 

Striped Pyjamas. The data are collected by reading the novel politically, then 

selecting words or sentences which serve as the textual evidences in the way of 

answering research question. 
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1.4.3 Data Analysis 

In conducting the research, these following steps have been undertaken: 

 Reading and re-reading the novel closely to get further understanding of issue 

in the story, especially the issue about the events of the Holocaust in the story. 

 Finding textual evidences from the novel which are related to the event of the 

Holocaust. 

 Finding and reading other sources related to the research to form the 

theoretical framework. 

 Using the framework proposed by Eva Tal (2004) in the ways to protect young 

readers from the full horror of the Holocaust, they are: Finding an appropriate 

representation of death and suffering, designing happy endings, telling the 

story from a child’s point of view, and using symbolism and figurative 

language to portray death. 

 After collecting the data, the writer attempts to analyze the events of the 

Holocaust based on theoretical framework. One of ways that the writer is 

going to conduct is analyzing symbolism as data interpreting method, because 

the writer believes that there are many symbols used by the author in the way 

he introduces the history of World War II especially the Holocaust for children 

readers. 

 Finally, drawing conclusions and giving suggestions for the next study in 

literary works. 
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1.5. Clarification of Terms 

 Children’s literature : is literature designed specifically for children. 

There are different age groups and reading levels that they are categorized 

in and the subject matter pertains to children and the things they like 

(“What is Children’s Literature” n.d.) 

 Representation : “There are three necessary conditions of 

something's being a representation. For a start, if something is a 

representation of some object, it must stand for the object. Second. If 

something is a representation. It must be intentionally used as a 

representation. This may be called the intentionality condition. Finally, 

there is the recognition condition: nothing is a representation of an object 

unless it can be recognised as standing for the object by someone other 

than the person (or persons) who intends that it be a representation of the 

object” (Young, 128). 

 Historical fiction : “is a window to the past through which we can 

view people and events that have shaped our lives and the world, universal 

truths are discovered and we empathize with those from the past.  

Therefore, historical fiction lets the reader make emotional connections 

between the past and the present by helping to understand and value our 

own heritage and the present world around us” (Cole, 2009). 

 Symbol  : “A symbol differs from metaphor and simile in that 

it need not contain a comparison. A symbol is an object or event that, by 
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virtue of association, represents something more or something other than 

itself” (Burroway, 273). 

 

1.6. Organization of Paper 

This paper is organized into five chapters. Chapter I discusses introduction 

which consist of six issues which are background, statement of problem, aims of 

study, research method, clarification of terms, and organization of paper. Chapter 

II reviews theoretical framework pertain to the present study. Chapter III includes 

research methodology that consist of formulation of the problems, aims of the 

study, data collection, and data analyses. Chapter IV presents analysis, findings, 

and discussion from the present study. Chapter V reviews the conclusions of the 

study and suggestions for further study. 

 


