CHAPTERII

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the general issues relatidx foresent study. These include the
background of the study, research questions, parpbthe study, significance of the

study, scope and organization of the thesis.

1.1. ~ Background of the Study

In this rapidly changing information age, the piiation of accessible data has
created a vital requirement for individuals to tieritically. In response to this,
Chaffee (2000, p. 5) believes that the abilityitimk critically and to reason well has
been considered an important and necessary out@inmeducation in order to
function effectively in this globalized world. Inshfurther notes, Chaffee said that it
is vital to try to determine the accuracy of infation and evaluate the credibility of

the people providing the information.

In the context of education, Paul (1995) said Ieait thinking is an essential
foundation for adaptation to the everyday persosatjal and professional demands
of the 28 century and thereafter” (p.7). This suggests tiia,what Chafee believes
above, the distinguishing characteristics of thwbe will not only survive but also
“thrive” in the future will be abilities and trajtb¥oth intellectual and emotional that

entail excellence in evaluating and respondindn¢éoconditions of change.



With regard to the English Language Teaching (EidTndonesia, critical thinking
has been a challenging issue. Indonesian EFL teacre given responsibility to
assist their students to acquire critical thinkisgills while learning English
(Alwasilah, 2001). This is done to give them adegyaactice in critical thinking so
that they can actively participate in the interoadél community particularly in the

global workplace.

Research on critical thinking has been a subjecbocern of many educators from
both second and foreign language education likedREEO98); Stapleton, (2001);
Emilia (2005); Flores, (2006) and Alagozlu, (200&inong others. Conducted in one
university in Japan, Stapleton (2001), for examassessed critical thinking elements
and voice in the writing class to find out whetllapanese students display elements
of critical thinking and individualized identitynlhis study, he found that those
students possessed a firm grasp of elements afatribinking which is indicated by
their ability to put essential elements of criticalnking in their writing such as
argument, reason, evidence, refutation and comriudn addition, Flores (2006)
conducted a study regarding thinking skills asae#d in the argumentative essays of
freshmen college students in Manila. This studyaded that almost 25% of students
involved found writing an argumentative essay diffi. Those students, according to
him, seem to be less critical due to the fact thast of them are poor in responding

to opposing views in their writings.



Another study on critical thinking was conducted Bmilia (2005) in an English
department of one state university in West Javdoniesia. She focused her concerns
on designing activities aimed to improve studemigjumentative writing skill and
critical capacities. Her finding showed that thedeints gained some development in
both writing skills and critical capacities as eefied in their essays. This
development, as she reported, is the implicatiothefcritical thinking development
program conducted in the writing class she tau@tier finding related to critical
thinking investigation is also reported by AlagoZR007). Focusing on students’
argumentation essays in one university in Turkbg, feund that most of the students
were poor in demonstrating their critical thinkimgterms of writing like arguments,
evidence, refutation, etc. In this case, the stisgdéled to give reasonable reasons

and evidence as parts of critical thinking indicatotheir writing.

Although many previous studies as mentioned abawe [nvestigated the students’
critical thinking, only a handful studies have expeld the students’ critical thinking
in writing in Indonesia ( see Emilia, 2005; Chand2@07 and Kameo, 2007). In the
research site, there has not been any researcétigated students’ critical thinking.
In response to this, research on critical thinkmgrgent to be conducted in the site
as the first step in creating a program in whidtical thinking is incorporated in the
teaching of writing in the future. Therefore, thésea need to investigate students’

initial critical thinking in the context of writingince it is found that many students



find it difficult to demonstrate critical thinkinglements such as arguments, reasons,
and evidence in their essays ( see also Moore arkeR 1995; Stapleton, 2001,
Reichenbach, 2001, among others) which directlysttbeir ability to create a good

and thoughtful argumentative writing (Chaffee, 2000

Departing from the facts described above, this gmestudy aims to investigate
students’ critical thinking as demonstrated in tlE@gumentative essays. As has been
proven by Reichenbach, (2001); Flores, (2006) atafdzlu (2007) through their
studies, argumentative writing is an effective ngean portray students’ critical
thinking. According to them, the argumentative imgt assists students in making
ideas of their own, clarifying opinions or beliefad sorting out the evidence which
are part of critical thinking realization. In addn, this study also aims to find out the
students’ consciousness on their own critical timgk In this sense, information
regarding their awareness as to whether they shdiwvat thinking and individual

voice has been the object to investigate throughhesustudy.

1.2. Research Questions

This study attempts to answer the following reseapeestions:

1. What elements of critical thinking are demonstratedstudents’ argumentative
essays?

2. To what extent are the students aware of the afitignking skills they have?



1.3.  Purposesof the Study

As mentioned in the background above, this stuthsai

1. to investigate elements of critical thinking as destrated in students’
argumentative essays.

2. to find out the students’ consciousness of thein avitical thinking skills.

1.4.  Significance of the Study
With regard to the significance of the study, thesearch has the potential to the

theory, educational and professional practices.

Theoretically, this study is expected to enrich litexature on critical thinking in the
context of academic writing which is still likelyeceived a little attention in

Indonesian EFL context.

Practically, this study provides information retht® students’ critical thinking in
order to seek remedies to integrate critical tgkinto the classroom and the

curricula especially in the English education dépant of the university.

Professionally, informed by the results of thisdstuit is hoped that EFL writing
teachers could develop materials and teachingegiest which incorporate critical

thinking in order to support students’ successeegly, in writing academic essays.



1.5. Scopeof the Study

This study is a case study of undergraduate En@tsldy Program students in one
state university in Banten province, Indonesia.sT$tudy uses text analyses and in-
depth interviews to investigate the elements dfoali thinking (CT) as displayed in
argumentative essays written by the third semesstefents in the English education
department of the university. Nine argumentatissags from nine English students
were analyzed in terms of elements of critical kimg which includes arguments,
reasons, facts, opinion and conclusion (Paul, 188igre and Parker, 1995; Chafee,
2000; Reichenbach, 2001; Stapleton , 2001). Besilese elements of critical
thinking, the other aspects of critical thinkingré@stigated in this study are critical
thinking standards and critical thinking disposiBp among others, as suggested by
Reichenbach (2001). The first includesrity in arguments, relevance of data and
evidence, depth, breadth and sufficiency in theuments and specific in giving
details in writing(Chaffee et al, 2002 and Lipman, 2003, among oth&r® second
includes a) using credible sources and mentioref@r to them, b) taking a position
or a stance, c) differentiating facts and opini®ei¢chenbach, 2001; Hyland, 1999;
Paul, 1991). Moreover, the interview analysis agtempts to find the students’
consciousness on their own critical thinking asvteether they show critical thinking

and individual voice in their essays.



1.6.  Organization of the Thesis

This thesis is organized into five chapters.

Chapter One gives a general description of theodiiction to the topic of the
research. This introduces the research questiahs@siders the significance of this
particular research. Chapter Two discusses theatiitees used in the study. This
covers two broad theories relevant to the purpdsthe study which are Ciritical
Thinking (e.g. definitions, aspects, dispositions and assessment of critical thinking)
and Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) espegiadbout aspects related to
argumentative writing Chapter Three elaborates the methodology of tilndy ghat
includes research questions, research design,rceseetting and participants, data
collection and data analysis. A sample of dataysmahwill also be presented in this
chapter. Chapter Four shows data presentation @edssion from the text analysis
and interview. Chapter Five provides the conclusama recommendation derived

from the study.



