CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses five main issues includiegoackground of the study,
the research questions, the purpose of the sthdysignificant of the study, and the

thesis organization.

1.1.Background of the Study

Curriculum is a set of programs and regulationsualpurpose, content, teaching
materials and teaching methods as the guidancempiementing teaching and
learning activities to achieve certain educatiorppses, (BSNP, 2003). Indonesia has
applied a school-based curriculum (KTSP) since 2006

A school-based curriculum is a curriculum that epes based on the
implementation of education units to achieve edanat purposes. It means that
every school has to arrange its own curriculum thase the potential, the
characteristics, the condition of its institutidghe students and the location (BSNP,
2006).

Based on the curriculum, the English teaching forigr and senior high
school is to do with different genres that studesitsuld master (BSNP, 2006; see
also Derewianka, 1990). Thus, a genre-based appisaonsidered relevant to teach
the genres. The genre based approach is implemanteshly in Indonesia but also
in some countries such as Singapore, South Afrid8A, Italy, Hong Kong,

Australia, UK, China, Canada, Sweden, and Thai({@w&tewianka, 2003).



The genre-based approach consists of four stagesjely Building
Knowledge of Field, Modelling of text, Joint Consttion of text, and Independent
Construction of Text. The stages are implemented ityclical pattern. Thus, the
combination of the stages is called “Curriculum Igy¢Derewianka, 1990).

The genre-based approach is becoming increasinfibential in the field of
English language teaching (Derewianka, 2003). Toere many studies have been
carried out to explore the different aspects of dipproach. Many studies of the
genre-based approach, for instance conducted byi@xgta (2003), Hyland (2007),
Lin (2006), Paltridge (1996), Badger and White @0@&nd Cheng (2008), have been
conducted to investigate the effectiveness of thpra@ach in teaching learning
activities such as in teaching speaking, readirtgraastly in writing. In this case, the
studies mostly focus on the students as the ssbpéthe research.

However, to investigate the effectiveness of thargédased approach in
teaching-learning processes, the studies shoulgfoot only on the students but also
on the English teachers. As far as the researcbrniserned only the implementation
of genre based approach in teaching-learning psesgsuch as the studies conducted
by Efendy (2007), Suzanna (2008), Helmi (2008),usiafi (2008), Yosefa (2009),
and Kartiwi (2008). The research on the genre-baapdroach on teachers’
understanding is still rare, for instance the staflikay and Evans (1998). Thus, the
study focusing on the English teachers’ understandif genre-based approach is
significant. The teachers are the key factor inlam@nting curriculum successfully,
so the role of teachers in education is crucial gdfgky, cited in Dolya, 2007;

Richards, 2002: 99).



The results of this study are expected to conteiltatthe development of the
genre-based approach and provide information fachers in implementing the
genre-based approach in the classrooms.
1.2.Resear ch Questions

In line with the background above, this researténapts to address the following

guestions:

1. What do the English teachers understand of GensedApproach?

2. Is the English teachers’ understanding of GenresBaspproach reflected in
their teaching-learning activities?

3. What difficulties do the English teachers encounteimplementing Genre-
Based Approach?

1.3. Purpose of Study

Based on the focus mentioned above, the purpogéssdtudy are:

1. To explore the English teachers’ understanding @firé-Based Approach
particularly with regard to the basic principles@énre-Based Approach,
the curriculum cycle of the genre-based approados, text types, and
systemic functional grammar.

2. To investigate the implementation of Genre-Baseg@réach in teaching-
learning activities based on the English teachamngerstanding.

3. To examine the problems that the English teacheesunter in applying

Genre-Based Approach.



1.4. Significance of the Study

This study is significant for several reasons. Tagcally, the significance of this
study is to collect and to document data that aresidered will be useful for further
improvement and for further study dealing with fmmary issue. Principally, the
significance of this study is to investigate theghsh teachers’ understanding
concerning the genre-based approach to enhanceudléy of teaching-learning
processes. Moreover, this study is expected toribom¢ to the development of the
genre-based approach and provide information fachers in applying the genre-
based approach in the classrooms.

1.5. Thesis Organization

This thesis consists of five chapters. Chapter @nan introduction. This chapter
elaborates the background of the study, researektigans, purpose of the study, the
significant of the study, and thesis organization.

Chapter Two is theoretical framework. This chapesents relevant theories
that underpinned this study. The theories deal Widory of genre-based approach
(GBA) including the basic principles and the cuwrhion cycle of genre- based
approach; the text types; and systemic functioreingnar (SFG).

Chapter Three is research methodology. This chajgscribes the research
methodology of this study that covers research lprob; research design; data
collection including research site, participantsd asearch instrument; teaching
material and data analysis.

Chapter Four is data presentation and analysiss Thapter presents and

analyzes data obtained in the study.



Chapter Five is conclusions and recommendatiors Thapter highlights the
conclusions of the finding of this study and présesome suggestions for further

study and teachers’ professional development.



