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This study is based on the researcher's interests in linguistics, especially 

forensic linguistics, and how language is employed in legal settings. Police 

investigation becomes the subject of analysis since it relates to the law and 
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investigations.  
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researches for academics interested in investigating related to similar topics.  
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ABSTRACT 

Power Relation in the Transcription of Simulated Police Investigation: Ergativity 

Analysis  

Windy Febrianingsih 

1901623 

 

Supervisors: 

R. Dian Dia-an Muniroh, M.Hum., Ph.D. 

 

NIP. 198110242005012001 

 

Wawan Gunawan, M.Ed., Ph.D. 

 

NIP. 197209162000031001 

Police investigation is one of the most important actions for successful crime 

detection and for revealing the truth of a case. During police investigation process, 

the police need to have a power to control the direction of questions in obtaining 

accurate information. In controlling the questions, the police might express the use 

of agents in their questions. Therefore, Halliday and Matthiessen’s (2004) ergativity 

analysis was used to analyze the agents on the transcription of simulated police 

interviews. The research was conducted under a qualitative design. The data were 

used from the transcriptions of a simulated police interview in a domestic violence 

case. The result shows that the investigators used the agents in active voice as many 

as 62.6%, in passive 23.4% and in nominalization 14%. The investigators 

frequently used agents in the active voice, followed by passive voice and 

nominalization. Regarding those types of agents (agents in active voice, agents in 

passive voice, and agents in nominalization), there are two types of power relations 

in this research (positive power and negative power). The positive power might lead 

to a cooperative relationship between the investigators and interviewees, while 

negative power might lead to a coercive relationship.  

Keywords: Agents, ergativity analysis, investigative interviewing, power relation. 
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