CHAPTER 111

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The aim of this study is to gain the informatioroabthe classroom activities that
the teachers develop for visually impaired childegrdl to describe the problems
faced by the teachers in developing those actsvitt®r this reason, this chapter
presents the methods and procedures used in tiaig ist conducting the research.
This chapter includes research design, subjecta daillection, research

procedures, and data analysis.

3.1  Research Design

This research employed descriptive qualitative @ggin. Descriptive
study allows the writer to describe, analyze, dfgssd interpret data. Qualitative
method was considered relevant to this study becaiisvo main reasons: (1) the
researcher only explored activities which are davedl in the classroom by the
teachers and did not attempt to develop thoseitesivand (2) the researcher was
non participant who observed a phenomenon fourtdaiching English for young
learners with visual impairments in terms of classn activities.

According to Alwasilah (2002), the researchers walitptive studies
focus on a phenomena with internal validity andtertual understanding. This
study does not involve statistical analysis. Fratakd Wallen (1976) also stated

that qualitative research focuses on descriptiorthef situation or events that
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happen in detail. It described the quality of ajecibthat could not be measured
by using statistical or experimental studies.

This study used case study method in describingetbearch.

. the qualitative study can be defined as an isitem holistic description and

analysis of a single entity, phenomenon, or sagigt. Case studies are particularistic,
descriptive, and heuristic and rely heavily on ictilke reasoning in handling multiple

data sources” (Merriem, 188: 16 in Nunan, 1992: 77)

Case study methodology is particularly involved some areas of
psychological research, such as clinical psychqglegyich studies and aims to
delight abnormal behavior and it may involve mdrart one subject (Meisel et al.

1981 in Nunan 1992).

3.2  Subject

One thing that a researcher does before condutttengesearch is making
certain about the subject or sample. As cited iaefkel and Wallen (1990),
before researchers define the sample, they shafldedthe population first in
order to find the interest of the study. Populatveas a group to generalize the
study, while the subject or sample was a part @updion where the researchers
did the study to gain the information (Fraenkel &vallen, 1990).

This study was conducted in an Elementary Schoplcfaldren with
special needs in Bandung. The school was specfbedstudents with visual

limitation. In this school, English had been intnodd since the first grade by

Euis Wulandari, 2011
Developing Class Activities for Young Learners ..

Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia | repository.upi.edu



using integrating method with other language. Havewhe students learn
English as a single subject in the fourth gradd aixth grade.

This study involves two English teachers who tethehfourth and the fifth
grade to elicit information about the classroomvitats they develop and also
about the problems they faced in developing thadivies. Alwasilah (2002)
argue that in doing a research, we are not onBctay human as the sample but
also we have to involve settings, events, and psE® So, the classroom
activities in fourth and fifth grade where the tteachers teach English will be

observed.

3.3 Data Collection
Data is collected from classroom observation, inésv, and documents

analysis.

1. Classroom observation
The fourth and fifth grade in an Elementary Schimol children
with special needs in Bandung is the focus of the&eovation. Observation
allows the researchers to build their own undedstappnabout theory-in-
use and even the participants point of view thamalogive by the teachers
when doing the interview or answering the questomn (Alwasilah,
2002: 155). In doing observation, observer might fthat the situation
tends to be disturb so that the settings will reoab natural as it should be,
and perhaps some respondents might feel threatéeeduse their
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behavior are documented. However, in this studygotbserver did not find
this thing because of the visual limitation of gtedents.

The videotaping was conducted during the teacheagring
process. There were three videos of each classvibeg used as the
material of the study. In addition, note taking veéso conducted during
the videotaping. The observation focus was madthéyesearcher based
on Moon’s theory about the components of classraotivities that have
been mentioned in Chapter Il. The format of theeolation sheet can be

seen in Appendix B.

2. Interview

Interview was used to find out how the teacherseltigythe class
activities for young learners with visual impairnerand the problems
faced by the teachers in developing those actsvifie addition, interview
was used as the follow up to collect the data aftenducting the
observations. The researcher can obtain in-depkbrnmation through
interview because of some reasons (Alwasilah, 2002)
* The researchers can explain or paraphrase quedhahsannot be

understood by the respondents.

e The researchers can ask follow-up questions.
* The respondents tend to answer if they are askestigus.
* The respondents can tell something that happendieimpast or will

happen in the future.
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In this study, the interview was addressed to #echers. The
purpose of the interviews is not only to get thelitnal information
about activities they develop in the classroom bhldgo to gain the
information about the problems they faced in depielg those activities.
It is in line with Alwasilah (2002) who says thaterview is also used to
gain data or information that cannot be collectedugh observation.

Unstructured type of interview was employed in ttisdy. Nunan
(1992) states thdAn unstructured interview is guided by the respemsf
the interviewee rather than the agenda of the redea”. This type of
interview was aimed to explore in as much depthpassible the
respondents’ experiences, views or feelings arftbagth the interviewer
will have topics in mind, the direction of the inteew is largely
determined by the speaker (Keith Richards citechfiRobert A. Croker,
2009:185). However, the interview guidelines haeérberepared by the
researcher as can be seen in the Appendix B.

The interviews were done in Bahasa Indonesia toent&arer
understanding for both the interviewer and the sadents. In recording

the interviews, audio taping was used by the rebear

3. Document Analysis
Documents are often needed by the researchersasifiporting
evident. Based on Guba and Lincoln (1981), citedhlwasilah (2002),
those who are called as documents are letters, mdraoy, journals,
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3.4

textbooks, position paper, articles, photos, etee locuments should be
analyzed based on the focus of the research and sbthem properly are
attached in the paper.

In this study, the teachers are asked to collegt #yllabus or the
photocopy of materials they teach to the childresmf textbook. The
researcher, then, finds out the language focusiorestt in the syllabus or

textbook. Those were described and analyzed teeteeance theories.

Resear ch Procedures

In conducting the study, there were several steps:

. Conducting classroom observation.
. Videotaping and note taking of teaching-learningcess.
. Interviewing the subjects.

. Analyzing the observation sheet to look activitiest the teachers develop

in the classroom.

. Transcribing the recording interview.

. Analyzing the interview transcripts to find the plems faced by the

teachers in developing classroom activities fouaily impaired children.

. Studying the documents: syllabus or textbooks.

. Presenting the result of the study.
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3.5

Data Analysis

The data collected in this study were analyzededhasn the research

questions, that is the classroom activities deeldpy the teachers for young
learners with visual impairments, and the probldat®d by the teachers in

develop those activities.

1. Classroom activities that is developed by the teachers for young

lear nerswith visual impair ments.

To find out the activities that are developed bg teacher in the
classroom for young learners with visual impairnseranalyzing the
observation and interview was conducted. To helg tmnalysis,
categorizing and coding would be applied based loa driteria in
developing successful classroom activities.

As cited in Alwasilah (2002), coding would helpsearchers in
analyzing transcripts. Coding has four advantalgatsdan help researchers
to analyze phenomenon emerged:

a. It helps the researchers identify the phenomena.

b. It helps the researchers count the frequency afiqguimena.

c. The frequency of the existing codes shows the tendef findings.

d. It helps the researchers to arrange the categomzatand sub-
categorization.

Here the researcher made some coding. The codesd&scribed

in the following table:
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Table3.1

Categorization and codes used in analyzing the data

Categorization

Codes

codes

Classroom Activities’

G = Goal

| = Input

P = Procedures
OC = Outcomes
TR = Teacher roles
LR = Learner roles
O = Organization

Phase codes

Classroom Activities’

PRE = Presentation
PRA = Practice
PRO = Producing/Performance

In addition to analyzing observation and intervigm@nscript,
analyzing some documents in the form of syllabusegtbook was also
conducted. The findings were then compared andasted with relevant

literature. The results of the analysis were thesrged into a condensed

body of information as presented in Chapter 4.
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